, 


: a A 4, 
Audubon Field Notes 


Published by the National Audubon Society in Collaboration with the U. S. Fish G Wildlife Service 


SEP 2¢ 


SPRING MIGRATION 
Volume 9, No. 4 25 Cents August 1955 



















WHOOPING CRANES’ NESTS DISCOVERED 





NEw YORK HERALD TRIBUNE, July 13, 1955 


For four years Bob Allen lived with 
the cranes and accumulated a great 
store of knowledge about their color- 
ful habits and habitats. This informa- 
tion made possible the dramatic dis- 
covery of their nesting site this June 
in the wilderness of Canada’s North- 
west Territories. 


Copies of this report are still avail- 
able and should be in the library of 
every conservationist and ornitholo- 
gist. This monograph may be obtained 
for $3.00 from the Service Depart- 
ment, National Audubon Society, 1130 
Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 


Size 8” x 1012”, 48 line drawings 
16 photographs, 1 color plate, 250 pp. 


The Roseate Spoonbill, by Robert Porter Allen (Research Report No. 2).. $3.00 
The Whooping Crane, by Robert Porter Allen (Research Report No. 3).. $3.00 
The California Condor, by Carl B. Koford (Research Report No. 4) ..... $3.00 


Coming soon: 


The Flamingo, by Robert Porter Allen (Research Report No. 5) 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 






A Summary of the Spring Migration 


Ludlow Griscom 


Because of three northern hurricanes last fall, 
an apparent food shortage, a cold southern win- 
ter and a severe killing late spring freeze in the 
Southeastern States, the spring migration was 
awaited with a great deal of interest by many 
students. On the whole it was poor and disap- 
pointing, confounded tradition and precedent 
and has given us cause for considerable specula- 
tion. Dr. Newman's summary for the Central 
Southern Region should be read by everyone. 

The warbler flight was late, very poor, or a 
fizzle in nearly all eastern states, for which vari- 
ous reasons are suggested: (1) the killing frost 
in the South, or (2) the dry warm May with no 
weather contrasts, so that the migrants trickled 
through steadily every day. The only exceptions 
were parts of Florida and certain stations in the 
South, north of or beyond the “coastal hiatus.” 
There is no good evidence of diminution in 
numbers of any species as a result of the 1954 
hurricanes. It is most irritating to keen field 
observers to be told that the warblers reached 
their northern breeding grounds in normal 
numbers! But this seems to be the case. 

Interestingly enough, the cuckoos which 
flooded the Atlantic seaboard so late last fall 
were notably scarce in the eastern states this 
spring; but they are reported in good numbers 
farther west. For reasons which are not clear, 
mixed flocks of migrating swallows, especially 
Cliff and Rough-winged, were notably scarce in 
the eastern states. Many editors complain of a 
sharp decrease in the House Wren. 

It is surely ironical that southeastern Arizona 
and southern California reported heavy migra- 
tions of flycatchers, vireos and warblers, “almost 
like an eastern wave”! ‘ 

The Rocky Mountains had a cold and back- 
ward spring and a very belated migration. 

Pelagic Birds——There is some fine informa- 
tion on birds off the California coast, as the 
habit of taking sea trips spreads. A Fulmar was 
seen on Nantucket Shoals in mid-April. 

Southern Herons.—These steadily increasing 
birds are pushing northward. The Snowy Egret, 
in particular, went north to New England 
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(collected in Massachusetts ) , South Dakota and 
Montana. The Cattle Egret is reported in Rhode 
Island (1); Cape May, N. J. (4); Maryland: 
South Carolina and Missouri. A Flamingo has 
been seen in Florida. There are increasing re- 
ports of vagrant Glossy Ibises in flocks north to 
Rhode Island. 


Ducks—A Masked Duck was collected at 
Key West, Fla. 


Shorebirds—Good flight throughout the 
country. A notable flight eastward of the Pec- 
toral Sandpiper, which is steadily increasing. 
The Stilt Sandpiper was seen at the Salton Sea, 
May 15. The Hudsonian Godwit was reported 
from Fort Worth, Texas; Oklahoma; North 
Dakota and Wisconsin (24). The Am. Oyster- 
catcher was collected on Cape Cod, Mass., and 
2 Black Oyster-catchers were seen on Los Cor- 
onados Islands, Mexico. 


Flycatchers——A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was 
present for 2 weeks in Quebec. 


Titmice—Tufted Titmice were found nest- 
ing in southern Ontario. A heavy return flight 
of Black-capped Chickadees was reported from 
the northeastern states and adjacent Canadian 
provinces. 


W arblers—Many southern species are mov- 
ing northward. The Brewster's Warbler, not 
previously mentioned in this column, is increas- 
ing north to New England and Ontario. Law- 
rence’s Warbler was reported from Alabama, 
and north to Essex County, Mass.; a Black- 
poll Warbler was recorded in California, and 
an Oven-bird in Arizona. The Southern Plains 
Region continues their now usual reports of 
eastern species westward and westward species 
eastward. This must surely be due in large part 
to more competent coverage in recent years. 

Finches—A Green-tailed Towhee was col- 
lected in Nova Scotia! Not so far out of 
range was the first Clay-colored Sparrow speci- 
men for Louisiana. A remarkable irruption of 
Pine Grosbeaks in Yosemite Valley, Calif, 
reached the record low elevation of 4000 feet, 
May 17-26. 
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REGIONAL REPORTS 


Spring Season 


April 1 to May 31, 1955 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—April 
in eastern New England was generally damp, windy 
and uncomfortable. Precipitation and temperatures 
were just a shade above 
average for the month, 
but sunshine received was 
7 per cent below normal. 
Northwest winds reached 
gale force on ten days, 
exceeding 50 m.p.h. on 
three. The first of the 
month brought a trace of 
snow followed by two 
weeks of fine weather, 
then by rain, wind and 
cold. May was a far dif- 
ferent story—the fourth 
warmest in history 
(above 80° eight times— 
average 5° above nor- 
mal), only an inch of 
rain, and a surplus of 
sunshine. The lack of 
precipitation (1.92 inches below normal) was be- 
coming a serious drought threat by the end of the 
month. The ideal weather tended to produce con- 
tinuous migration day after day without the charac- 
teristic ‘““waves’’ which we all anticipate for May. 
Party lists tended to suffer, but the active “birder” 
ended the month with an average number of species. 
Counts of many species seemed low, but except in a 
comparatively few instances noted below there seemed 
to be no real evidence of pronounced mortality from 
last fall's hurricanes or the cold winter in the South. 
Reports from Canada, for instance, indicate excellent 
counts of warblers on their breeding grounds, even 
though migrants appeared especially scarce in Massa- 
chusetts during the month. 

















Loons and Grebes.—No special numbers of loons in 
April or May—an average to mediocre movement. 
Four hundred Horned Grebes at Plum Island, Mass., 
April 30 (Burnett) is an all-time high count; there 
was the usual small scattering of Red-necked Grebes 
along the coast. 

Shearwaters and Fulmars.—Good numbers of Sooty 
Shearwaters (100) were reported from Cape Cod in 
late May, and Crompton reported a Fulmar at Nan- 
tucket Light Ship on April 21. The date is without 
precedent—previous records all occurring in Decer- 
ber, except for one in September. Omitted in error 
from our Fall Migration summary is the report of a 
Yellow-billed Tropic bird at Groton, Conn. by P. and 
L. Waldron on Sept. 1—a rare vagrant, arriving with 
Hurricane “Carol.” 


Herons —A Cattle Egret from South Kingston, 
R. I., May 17, by Kinsey, Kraus, ef. al., is perhaps 
the high point for the entire Region covered in this 
report. Am. Egrets appear to be nesting at South 
Hanson, Mass., again this year, and an unusually large 
number of Snowy Egrets was reported from Rhode 
Island (including one on April 19), Massachusetts 
and Maine—the latter consisting of one at Bar Har- 
bor, May 24 to 26 (Mann and Ernst), and another 
(the same bird?), May 26, at McKinley (Monahan, 
fide Crompton). More than usual numbers of Little 
Blues and Yellow-crowned Night Herons, and a 
Glossy Ibis in Rhode Island, May 25 (Gibbs), round 
out a fine flight of southern herons. On the other 
hand, the Least Bittern seems to have suffered a 
drastic loss in numbers. Through mid-June only 4 
reports of 5 individuals were received from the entire 
area. An especial search was conducted in the Sudbury 
Valley in Massachusetts by Drury and Morgan with 
only one individual uncovered, where normally 3 or 
more pairs are found. 

Swans, Geese, and Ducks.—The Whistling Swan 
reported from Rockport, Mass., in the last report, 
finally died on April 15 and has been identified as a 
very small Whistling—not Bewick’s as formerly 
thought possible. Canada Geese lingered unusually 
long into April and May from Rhode Island to Nova 
Scotia, and several good-sized flocks of Snow Geese 
were seen in April. A Ruddy Duck at Plum Island, 
Mass., May 28 (Keenan), and 2 Harlequins at Na- 
hant, Mass., April 6 to May 8, are the principal 
ducks of interest. 

Hawks.—There were good numbers of Pigeon 
Hawks. Otherwise, the only bird of real interest was 
a Golden Eagle in the Sudbury Valley, Mass., April 
15 (Elkins and Claflin). 

Rails, Gallinules, and Shorebirds—A Purple Gal- 
linule at Shelter Harbor, R. I., May 15 (Carter, 
Kraus, ef al.), is an extremely rare bird in this 
Region. An Am. Coot at Wayland, Mass., May 3, is 
very late for this area. An Am. Oyster-catcher col- 
lected at Chatham, Mass., May 29 (Griscom, ef al.), 
is the first specimen since 1899. The spring flight of 
Pectoral Sandpipers seemed to be especially good in 
late April. Otherwise, the migration was average to 
good, except perhaps for the best bird of the entire 
year in this Region,—a Spotted Redshank at Tiverton, 
R. I., May 30 and 31, carefully studied by Berger 
and Bowen. This is apparently the first sight record 
for North America. 

Gulls and Skimmers.—One Glaucous and one Ice- 
land Gull lingered into May in Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts, and 3 European Black-headed Gulls 
were seen at Newburyport in May. Two Black Skim- 
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mers were reported from Rhode Island and one from 
Massachusetts. 

Cuckoos.—In view of the unprecedented flight of 
these birds in this area last fall, especial note has 
been taken of both species. Eleven Yellow-billed and 
26 Black-billed Cuckoos have been reported—far 
below previous years. In a normal year in the Sudbury 
Valley, Mass., early June should produce 6 to 8 
Black-bills, and 1 or 2 Yellow-bills—resident breed- 
ing birds. One Black-bill was seen, May 21, and not 
a single cuckoo has been seen since! Undoubtedly all 
reports are not in as yet, but it does appear that these 
birds have suffered a severe loss in numbers. H. F. 
Lewis in Nova Scotia reported having seen none at 
all as of June 1. 

Woodpeckers through Wrens.—This was rather a 
mediocre spring for the observer, due perhaps to the 
fine weather in May. An Arctic Woodpecker was well 
observed in Rowley, Mass., May 17 (Stetson, ef al.). 
Practically everyone complained of the poor numbers 
of swallows, especially the Cliff and Rough-winged. 
Many reported Blue Jays migrating in surprisingly 
large numbers well into May. A pair of Carolina 
Wrens at Orleans is the first late spring record. Most 
observers report a marked scarcity of House Wrens 
throughout eastern Massachusetts. 

Thrushes through Vireos.—No really notable re- 
ports, except a widespread complaint of extreme 
scarcity of Cedar Waxwings from Massachusetts to 
Nova Scotia (Lewis). 

Warblers —The peak flight day in eastern Massa- 
chusetts was May 21, with good numbers reported 
from all localities. Otherwise the flight was mediocre 
with generally small numbers and fewer rarities than 
usual. An outstanding exception was an adult male 
Lawrence's in West Newbury, Mass., found on May 
14 by Barry and Emery and seen by numerous observ- 
ers into early June. The Pine Warbler is another 
species which seems to have suffered a severe reduc- 
tion in numbers, many observers failing to record 
the species at all in eastern Massachusetts. Mr. Gris- 
com reports it reduced severely on Cape Cod, where it 
was periodically abundant. 

Orioles through Finches —-Two Summer Tanagers 
were seen at Mt. Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, 
Mass., May 17 and 18; another in Orleans, Mass., 
May 8; Newbury, Mass., May 20; and Block Island, 
R. I., May 15. The Black-headed Grosbeak at South 
Duxbury, Mass., was last seen on May 1, and a 
Blue Grosbeak was reported from Tiverton, R. I., 
May 13 (Riley). Indigo Buntings are reported in 
much lower numbers than usual—apparently reduced 
at least 50 per cent in the Sudbury Valley in eastern 
Massachusetts. 

Sparrows.—On May 14 a dead Green-tailed Tow- 
hee was found, freshly killed, at Cape Sable Light by 
S. F. Smith. The specimen is now in the Nova Scotia 
Museum of Science, Halifax. An Am. Tree Sparrow 
at Weston, Mass., May 9, was very late. The winter- 
ing Harris’s Sparrow in Bradford, Mass., was last 
seen on May 3 in adult plumage. A Fox Sparrow at 
Nahant, Mass., May 21, was late—ALLEN MorGAN, 
Wayland, Mass., and RutH P. EMeEry, Massachu- 
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setts Audubon Society, 155 Newbury St., Boston 16 
Mass. f 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—Weathe 
conditions were not greatly different from normal 
during the spring in the southern part of the Region 
but farther north the 
season was cold and wet: 
ice covered some of the 
larger lakes well into the 
period of migration of 
the water birds and many 
flocks must have been 
forced to pass over accus. 
tomed feeding and rest. 
ing places. 

The migration of pas. 
serine birds was complex 
and difficult to charac. 
terize. Some sections re- 
ported that after a good 
flight in early May there 
was little more to be seen 
of the migration. At 
Schenectady, N. Y., there 
was no marked flight and 
the warblers just drifted 
through. Warblers were scarce at Canaan, Conn., and 
summer resident sparrows were at low ebb. Warblers 
were late and their numbers low at Binghamton, 
N. Y.; some expected migrants were unreported. Near 
Westfield and at Plainfield, N. J., waves were te. 
corded on May 7 and on May 9 and 10, but none 
later. In the Connecticut River Valley conditions were 
more nearly normal. Referring to the area around 
Ulverton, Que., L. M. Terrill states “generally speak- 
ing, a most unsatisfactory migration” and this seems 
to summarize most other reports. Several reasons 
have been advanced for these conditions; adverse 
weather that deflected the birds from their usual 
routes, or too uniform temperatures with nothing to 
check a steady and almost imperceptible flow through 
the Region. 

















Shearwaters through Herons—Off  Lavallette, 
N. J., 5 Sooty Shearwaters were seen on May 
25 (Glen E. Woolfenden). The Gannet flight 


off Long Island, N. Y., was light but off the New 
Jersey shore the numbers were well up during March 
and April; the maximum flight was on April 5 when 
150 were counted in 2 hours. An early Double-crested 
Cormorant was in the St. Lawrence River off Quebec 
Bridge, Que., on April 3 (L.-A. Lord); 18 were seen 
migrating over Holyoke, Mass., on April 30 and on 
that date one was at Lake Bomoseen, Vt. (Elizabeth 
Ball). There were 2 reports of May occurrences in 
Lake Champlain (N. St. Jacques). Great Blue Herons 
were already migrating in the southern part of the 
Region in late March; 3 were at Deposit, N. Y., on 
the 24th (S. S. Wilson, Jr.). From the middle of April, 
reports have come in from the Onondaga Audubon 
Society of the occurrence of Am. Egrets in the vicin- 
ity of Syracuse, N. Y.—at least 8 or 10 were in that 
area at the time, 2 with nuptial plumes. There were 
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increasingly large numbers of these egrets at Sandy 
Hook, N. J., in mid-April (G. D. Stout) and 15 at 
Fishers Island, L. I., on April 22 (H. L. Ferguson, 
ir.); on April 20, 3 were reported by the Naturalists 
Club at Binghamton, N .Y.; at Great Marsh in south- 
western Connecticut 2 were seen on May 9 (Betty 
Long). These spring occurrences indicate the desir- 
ability of watching all heronries for breeding birds. 

The earliest report of a Snowy Egret at Long 
Branch, N. J.. was on April 16 (G. M. Seeley); 2 
were at Jones Beach, L. I., on April 23; from May 
22 on, these egrets were at the heronry at Sandy 
Hook (GDS): 4 Little Blue Herons in imm. plum- 
age were also at Sandy Hook in the first week of May. 
At Glastonbury, Conn., an adult Little Blue was seen 
from April 26 to May 4 (L. J. Whittles). An early 
Green Heron was reported at Southampton, Mass. 
on April 9 (Riedel). On Long Island, Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons were at Jones Beach, Wood- 
mere and Sands Point in early May; 2 were seen at 
Sandy Hook during the first week of that month and, 
at the site of last summer's nesting at Great Marsh, 
Conn., one was present on May 1 (BL). The only 
Massachusetts record was of one at Ware, May 2-5. 

Swans and Geese.—But few Whistling Swans were 
reported. Canada Geese went north in good numbers. 
The first flight up the Connecticut River Valley passed 
Northampton, Mass., on Feb. 22 (S. A. Eliot); near 
Syracuse, N. Y., the migration started on March 10 
but the big flight occurred during the last week of 
April and the first of May (OAS); on Lake Cham- 
plain at Vergennes, Vt., the bulk went through on 
the last few days of April (R. W. Fuller). At 
Orient, L. I., where the passing Canadas were far 
more numerous than in recent preceding years, sev- 
eral flocks of more than 100 each were seen (R. 
Latham). In recent years the migration routes of the 
Am. Brant have changed materially in the Region. In 
The Birds of New York (Eaton, 1910) it is stated 
that, “its line of migration is almost entirely along 
the coast, few specimens being recorded from the 
interior.” At Bear Mountain, N. Y., on the Hudson 
River, 200 were seen flying north on May 17; on 
May 20 several thousand passed and on May 21 
there were thousands more streaming through (J. 
Orth). One wonders if there may be some obscure 
correlation between this phenomenon and the condi- 
tion of the brant twenty-five years ago when the eel 
grass failed. On Norton Lake, Orleans Co., Vt., 31 
brant were counted on May 1 (fide W. R. Miller). A 
late flock of 75 was south of Seaford, L. I., in mid- 
May (J. J. Elliott) and on May 24 a group of 50 was 
seen on Barnegat Bay, N. J. (GEW). 

The first of the Snow Geese were seen at Cap Tour- 
mente, Que., on March 21. There was a population 
of about 1000 there when the heaviest blizzard of 
the year struck on March 29, but the geese survived 
(R. Cayouette). At Quebec Bridge, Quebec Co., 
about 1000 Snows were counted in 12 hours (L.-A. 
Lord). The routes followed by the migrating Snow 
Geese may be indicated by the reports: 16 Snows and 
1 Blue were at Wethersfield, Conn., on April 2 to 
7 (Fellows); 75 Snows were at Paxton, Mass., on 
March 24 (fide Campbell); 50+, North Amherst, 



























Mass., April 1 (Hobart) ; at Deerfield, Mass., a goose 
was seen on March 27 with plumage apparently 
intermediate between a Snow and a Blue Goose; on 
April 3, during a snow storm a flock of about 150 
Snows came down at the Rutland, Vt., airport and 
there they remained until the snow fall had diminished 
(Elizabeth Ball); 75 were at Monroe, N. H., April 
1 (Emery); 300 on April 4 at Charlestown, N. H., on 
the Connecticut River (R. Warren); 40+ at Pitts- 
burg, N. H., March 25 (F. T. Scott); small flocks 
were present on Lake Memphremagog, Vt., on March 
24 (S. D. Rowden). Following down the St. Frances 
River in Quebec a flock estimated at 1200 passed over 
Ulverton on April 2; the flocks averaged 150 each, 
5 such flocks passed between 6 A.M. and 8:30 A.M. 
(L. M. Terrill). West of this general line through 
western New England the only report of Snow Geese 
came from Niskayuna, near Schenectady, N. Y., where 
65 were noted on April 2 (Schenectady Bird Club). 

Ducks.—European Widgeon were seen at Wood- 
bridge, Conn., in late March (A. A. & H. G. Bris- 
tow), another in the vicinity of New Haven, Conn. 
The only European Teal reported was at Jones 
Beach, L. I., on April 2. Wood Ducks were locally 
scarce at Vergennes, Vt. (RWF) but at other points 
on Lake Champlain, as at Keeseville, N. Y., and 
vicinity, they were more numerous than formerly 
(T. Lesperance); at Hanover, N. H., an increase 
was also reported (Edith L. Holyoke). Ring-necked 
Ducks are becoming more common each year on Long 
Island; the only Barrow’s Golden-eye reported was 
at Springfield, Mass., on April 17. Both the Am. and 
the Red-breasted Mergansers were numerous. 

Hawks and Rails—Derby Hill, at the southeast 
corner of Lake Ontario near Texas, N. Y., was found 
to be an advantageous height for the observation of 
migrating hawks. A seasonal summary showed that 
Sharp-shins and Broad-wings were the most numer- 
ous there; on April 17 a score of 31 Marsh Hawks 
was made (OAS). Turkey Vultures have been numer- 
ous in southern New York and southern New Eng- 
land; 2 in Mianus Gorge in Westchester Co., N. Y., 
on April 23 (AAB, HBB); 3 at Canaan, Conn., 
March 30 (W. Stowe); 2 at Great Barrington, Mass., 
on March 12. A first record for a Turkey Vulture in 
the vicinity of Ausable Chasm, N. Y., in the eastern 
slope of the Adirondack Mountains was made on 
May 4 (TL). A Black Vulture was noted at Arcadia 
Sanctuary near Northampton, Mass., on June 1 
(Mason). There was a good flight of Broad-winged 
Hawks in the Connecticut River Valley in April; 
reports of Rough-legged Hawks were few—more 
near Watertown, N. Y., than elsewhere in the Region, 
the latest date at Watertown being April 25 (J. B. 
Belknap). But one Golden Eagle was identified, that 
at Hadley, Mass., on March 19 (Bullis, Fessenden). 
The earliest Osprey reported in the Region was on 
the northern New Jersey coast on March 24 (GEW). 
There was a general but moderate decline in the 
numbers of Ruffed Grouse throughout the Region; 
one was drumming at Salisbury, Conn., on the early 
date of March 30 (A. A. Saunders). Three Turkeys 
were seen near Windsor, N. Y., on April 10; one 
and perhaps the others, carried a green band on the 
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right leg (Tr. Cities N. C.); Vermont, too, may have 
turkey records in the future, 3 adults were recently 
released in the Orange Mountains near Barre (E. & 
A. Macdonald). King Rails were not rare in the 
marshes bordering the Hudson River in New York; 
in Staten Island, N. Y.. a dead one was picked up by 
Howard Cleaves. Clapper Rails were particularly 
numerous along the Sound shore of western Con- 
necticut (Betty Long). Two Virginia Rails were 
found on June 2 at l’Ancienne Lorette, Que. (P. 
Germain). Soras were scarce in western Vermont 
(EB); on the salt Chadwick Marshes on the northern 
New Jersey coast, an unexpected habitat, a Sora was 
trapped and banded on May 10 (GEW); at St. 
Augustine, Portneuf Co., Que., 3 of these rails were 
heard on May 21 (F. Hamel, R. Lepage). 

Shorebirds—The earliest Piping Plover reported 
was on Fishers Island, L. I., March 10 (H. L. Fergu- 
son, Jr.) and on that portion of the New Jersey coast 
that falls within this Region the date was March 20 
(GEW). Five Am. Golden Plover, rare here in 
spring, were at Idlewild, L. I., on April 16 (Mayer, 
Rose); another was in the Great Hills Park on 
Staten Island, N. Y., from May 26 to 29 (Mathilde 
P. Weingartner). The usual concentration of Black- 
bellied Plover on Fishers Island did not occur and 
only a few individuals were seen (HLF, Jr.). A 
Ruddy Turnstone was found at Burlington, Vt., on 
May 29 (NStJ). A new early date for an Upland 
Sandpiper, April 14, was established this spring for 
the vicinity of Syracuse, N. Y. (OAS); 4 of these 
sandpipers were seen at Plainfield, N. J., April 29 
(Carol Davis). There was a good inland migration 
of Greater Yellow-legs in northern Vermont and New 
Hampshire (Vera Wallace). A small flock of Lesser 
Yellow-legs, not usual in spring migration, fed on a 
small mudflat at West Long Branch, N. J., from 
April 20 to May 16 (GMS) and there were also 
other scattering reports of the species; one Mattituck, 
L. I., April 27 (RL); one Burlington, Vt., May 8 
(NStJ) and one at Binghamton, N. Y., May 1 
(TCNC). A Purple Sandpiper tarried until May 22 
on Staten Island, N. Y. (MPW) and 2 were at St. 
Pascal de Maizerets near Quebec City on May 29 
(FH, e¢ al.). On the bottom of a drained pond at 
W. Long Branch, N. J., 21 Pectoral Sandpipers 
arrived on April 9 and remained until the end of 
the month; a few were still there on May 14 (GMS). 
Two White-rumped Sandpipers were seen at Canaan, 
Conn., on May 18 in a flock of Leasts (AAS). The 
only Curlew Sandpiper was at Idlewild, L. I., on 
May 26 (M. Gordon). An unusual record for St. 
Augustine, Que., was that cf a Marbled Godwit on 
May 19 and 20 (PG, et al.). The only report of 
phalaropes was of a Red at Atlantic Beach, L. I., on 
April 9 (Meyer, Rose). 

Gulls and Terns—Only two reports of Iceland 
Gulls were received, one from Seaside Park, N. J., 
April 27 to May 3 (GEW) and 2 seen at Burling- 
ton, Vt., May 15 (NStJ). Two Caspian Terns were 
found at Sandy Pond, N. Y., at the eastern end of 
Lake Ontario on April 18 (JBB) and 2 at Burling- 
ton, Vt., May 15 (NStJ); there is but one previous 
record of this tern in the Burlington area. At Jones 


320 


Ne 


nN 


Beach, L. I., a Black Tern in breeding plumage wa, 
seen on May 24 (W. Reid, Sr. & Jr.). More on the 
line of the customary migration route to the breed. 
ing grounds of this tern were 12 seen at Binghamton, 
N. Y., on May 15 (TCNC). 

Cuckoos, Owls, Goatsuckers—The numbers of 
cuckoos reported varied greatly throughout th 
Region, probably affected by the food supply avail. 
able; they were scarce on Long Island, in south. 
western Connecticut and western Vermont: they were 
normal or better at Syracuse, N. Y., and at Ulvertog, 
Que. In Rockland Co., N. Y., the early date for q 
Blackbill, May 1, a county record (Frances 
Irving). At Easthampton, Mass., on May 1, a Bam 
Owl spent several hours at roost in a pine (Reidel) 
and in Washington Park in Albany, N. Y., one of 
this species was seen from May 7 to 13 (Lillian 
Stoner). The latest Snowy Owl left the vicinity of 
Watertown, N. Y., on April 14 (JBB) and on April 
17 left Mexico, in Oswego Co., N. Y. (OAS). A 
Whip-poor-will, found on April 19 at Williamsburg, 
Mass. (Graves), is probably an early record for the 
area; one at Keene, N. H., on May 1 was early at 
that point (Barbara Richards). 

W oodpeckers—A heavy flight of Yellow-shafted 
Flickers passed along the northern New Jersey coast; 
on April 2 they all appeared to be males; on April 
11 the females followed (GEW). Red-headed Wood. 
peckers are now seen regularly in Sussex Co., N. f. 
(E. B. Nixdorf) and at the Perch River flats near 
Watertown, N. Y., a pair was found on May 17 
(JBB). In Mianus Gorge in Westchester Co., N. Y, 
a 6 Arctic Woodpecker was seen on April 7 (AAB, 
et al.); in the Connecticut Lakes area in northern 
New Hampshire, 2 of the species were reported on 
May 28 (EB). 

Flycatchers, Larks and Swallows——A new early 
record for the Eastern Kingbird in the vicinity of 
Syracuse, N. Y., was made when one was found on 
May 24 (OAS). Seven Islands is on the northern 
shore of the of Gulf St. Lawrence in the Province 
of Quebec. On May 9 one of the guards of the Moisie 
Salmon Club near there came to M. Campbell at the 
Club and announced that he had seen a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher on the preceding day. As the man could 
neither read nor write he was questioned closely 
regarding his knowledge of so unusual a bird; in 
reply he produced his Peterson’s Guide and pointed 
to the illustration of this flycatcher. For five years 
he had spent much of his spare time studying the 
illustrations of every bird, relying on others to give 
him the names. The following day Lt. Campbell went 
to the spot, soon found the bird and confirmed the 


was 


identification. The homesteader, on whose property 


the flycatcher was found, would not permit the bird 
to be collected; it had been there for over two weeks. 
A very early Eastern Wood Pewee was seen at Glas- 
tonbury, Conn., from April 30 to May 2 (LJW). 
Migrating flocks of Horned Larks numbering 1000 
and more passed through Cortland, N. Y., on March 
31 (Thurber) and the nesting Prairies were already 
forming pairs at Orient, L. I., on Feb. 21 (RL). A 
good flight of Tree Swallows passed through Nyack, 
N. Y., on March 19 when more than 100 were seen 
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(M. R. Hopper). Six colonies of Bank Swallows have 
been established in the vicinity of Hanover, N. H.; 
in the same area 2 Rough-winged Swallows were 
found on May 26 (ELH); other swallows of the 
latter species were seen near Keene, N. H., on May 
1 (T. Richards) and at Shelburne, Vt. (NStJ), these 
approach the northern limit of the range of the 
species. 

Jays, Magpies, Crows and Chickadees—The Gray 
Jay that wintered at Orange, Mass., was last seen on 
April 9 (Moore). The spring migration of Blue Jays 
was extremely heavy; at Wood-Ridge, N. J., be- 
tween April 29 and May 25 the number of jays 
counted from one spot was 2336; practically all were 
flying northeast (Dorothy C. Pallas); through the 
Watchung Reservation, near Orange, N. J., there 
was a heavy flight in early May, and on the third of 
the month 162 were counted (J. Baird); at Orient, 
L. I., there were heavy flights through May (RL). 
Large flocks of jays migrated through the Connecticut 
River Valley in Massachusetts between May 10 and 
15. At Westport, Conn., a Blue Jay was watched as 
it fed avidly on the larvae of the Tent Caterpillars 
(BL). There are many scattered reports of the occur- 
rence of magpies; at Slingerlands, near Albany, N. Y., 
one was seen on April 22 (R. L. Erickson); one 
was at Woodmere, L. I., on May 6 and 2 at Howard 
Beach, L. I., on May 7 (G. Carlton); another at 
Orient, L. I., on May 13 (RL). Near Lafayette, 
Sussex Co., N. J., one was seen on May 28 (A. d’ 
Angelo, e¢ al.). This wide distribution might indi- 
cate individual releases and we can hardly credit 
them to those released in Vermont last summer. At 
Seven Islands, Que., Common Ravens were frequently 
seen in early May (MC). Am. Crows arrived in 
northern Vermont about on schedule, at Swanton on 
Feb. 20 (R. H. Minns) and at Topsham on the same 
date (E. & A. Macdonald); at Ulverton, Que., the 
earliest arrival was on Feb. 27 (LMT). Black-capped 
Chickadees were unusually numerous during spring 
migration and well distributed throughout the Region; 
in the Moravian Cemetery on Staten Island, N. Y., a 
Brown-capped Chickadee was seen in a flock of 
Black-caps on April 11 and was still there a week 
later (MPW ). 

Nuthatches, Wrens and Mockers—On Fishers 
Island, L. I., there was a real migration of White- 
breasted Nuthatches; they appeared on April 7 and 
stayed for about 2 weeks (HLF, Jr.); in early May 
there was a good flight of Red-breasted Nuthatches 
at Schenectady, N. Y. In many localities a marked 
decrease was reported from the normal number of 
House Wrens; many points where they have nested 
for years have been deserted. Carolina Wrens were 
reported in 3 localities in Ulster County, N. Y. 
(F. N. Hough) and one was seen on April 24 at 
Selkirk State Park, N. Y. (E. Evans). Two early 
Long-billed Marsh Wrens were at Burlington, Vt., 
on April 5 (NStJ). A Mockingbird was reported 
from Schenectady, N. Y., on May 18 (J. C. 
Woodall) ; and at Southampton, Mass., one was heard 
singing on the same date (Riedel). There appears to 
have been a general reduction in the number of Cat- 
birds throughout the southern part of the Region. 


Thrushes, Kinglets and Shrikes—Many points re- 
port a sharp decline in the number of migrating 
Hermit Thrushes from the counts of past years. The 
earliest Blue-gray Gnatcatcher reported was at 
Lawrence, L. I., on April 10; others arrived during 
the first week of May; in Massachusetts 4 were seen 
in Amherst on April 23 (Staples) and one at South 
Hadley on April 28. On May 5, one was at North- 
ampton (Johnston). In New York, one was at Grand 
View, near Nyack on May 4 and 6 (D. Hill); and 
in New Jersey, 2 were at Plainfield on May 14 (CD) 
—wide northerly extension of the range of this 
species. Excepting a report from Burlington, Vt., all 
indications are that the number of Golden-crowned 
Kinglets passing through has been remarkably low 
but the numbers of Ruby-crowned in migration have 
been normal and they passed through rapidly; at 
Canaan, Conn., the first arrived on April 23; 15 were 
seen on April 27 and the latest on May 1 (AAS); 
this, too, was the date on which the latest was seen 
at Topsham, Vt. (EM, AM); only from southern 
Quebec is this species reported scarce (LMT). Reports 
of the Loggerhead Shrike have increased and the 
species was recorded from northern New Jersey, from 
east-central New York State and from Massachusetts 
and Vermont. 

Vireos and Warblers—Reports from Claremont 
(TR) and from Hanover (J. B. Holyoke), both in 
northern New Hampshire, indicate an increase in the 
numbers of Yellow-throated Vireos over past years. 
With few exceptions the warbler flight throughout 
the Region was poor. Some points reported a wave 
about May 7, others indicated that no waves were 
recognized. Very frequently many of the usual mi- 
grants were entirely unreported; in a few other cases 
one or two species showed an unusual increase. The 
Prothonotary Warbler has continued to press north- 
ward; a pair at Princeton, N. J., appeared to be 
preparing to nest; at Binghamton, N. Y., one of this 
species seen on May 8 was the first recorded in 
Broome County in 50 years; there were records from 
Mill Neck, L. I., 2 on May 15 (L. Langdon Aud. 
Soc.) and another from that point on May 24 (WR, 
Sr. & Jr.), probably of the former pair; in Massachu- 
setts one was reported at Northampton on May 1 
(SAE), another at Longmeadow, May 20 (G. Schu- 
macher). A Worm-eating Warbler was seen on Mt. 
Tom, Mass., on May 14 and was still there 6 days 
later; another was at West Hartford, May 12 (R. M. 
Hatch). In the vicinity of Rutland, Vt., there was an 
increase in the number of Golden-winged Warblers; 
this is about the northern limit of the breeding range 
of the species in Vermont (EB); at Binghamton, 
N. Y., there has been a steady increase in Golden- 
wings from year to year; several were seen at Falls 
Village and at Twin Lakes in western Connecticut 
through late May (AAS). At Northampton, Mass., 
a & Golden-winged was seen which had a strong 
yellow patch between the black throat and the white 
belly (SAE), an indication of hybrid ancestry. At 
Binghamton, N. Y., an apparent Blue-winged Warbler 
was heard on May 15 singing a Golden-winged song; 
in this region of New York State more Brewster's 
were seen than Blue-winged. Where Tennessee 
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Warblers were reported they were more numerous than 
usual, notably at Syracuse, N. Y. The Nashville 
Warbler was one of the commonest warblers at Top- 
sham, Vt. (FM, AM). There were more than the 
usual numbers of Cape May Warblers reported. This 
increase was most noticeable in the Connecticut River 
Valley: 12 at Amherst, Mass., on May 8 (Staples); and 
reported as one of the most numerous of the migrat- 
ing warblers at Hanover, N. H. (ELH). The num- 
bers of both Black-throated Blue and Black-throated 
Green Warblers were generally down. A Cerulean 
Warbler at Princeton, N. J., the first record for the 
vicinity, was reported (E. Bloor); at the Watchung 
Reservation near Westfield, N. J., one was seen on 
May 9 (JB) and another in Bear Mountain Park, 
N. Y., on May 14. 

A Yellow-throated Warbler was seen at Oakhurst, 
N. J., on May 7 (GMS, ef al.); in the Watchung 
Reservation on May 9 a Yellow-throated Warbler 
was seen and it gave plenty of opportunity for close 
study; the characters noted indicated the Sycamore 
Warbler, albilora (JB). Breeding warblers are low 
at Salisbury, Conn. The only one that has arrived 
in normal numbers is the Chestnut-sided (AAS). 
Again the Bay-breasted Warblers were increasingly 
numerous, as indicated by reports from northern New 
England. At Hanover, N. H., 30+ were seen on 
May 22 (ELH). Black-polls were generally dow- 
and in many areas were entirely unreported. The 
Louisiana Water-thrush is still pushing northward. 
It was reported at Claremont, N. H., on May 5 and 
later at Chesterfield and Gilsum in that state (TR); 
in Vermont it was at Brandon on April 23 and at 
Hubbardton on May 7 (EB). There were several 
records of the Kentucky Warbler in northern New 
Jersey: at Oakhurst on May 14 (B. Einhorn); at 
Westfield on May 19 (Barbara Cook); at Plainfield 
on May 31; one singing in the Watchung Reserva- 
tion on May 25, still there on June 1 (JB); this 
species has increased here as a summer resident. 
Hooded Warblers were seen at about the northern 
limit of their range, at Springfield, Mass., May 8 
(Stone) and at Lomontville, Ulster Co., N. Y., on 
May 9 (H. Dunbar). 

Orioles to Tanagers.—Several Orchard Orioles have 
been reported from New Jersey and from Long 
Island; Baltimore Orioles were noted in almost every 
section as numerous to abundant; this followed a 
winter when many did not migrate out of the Region. 
This abundance was reported from as far north as 
Quebec city, where they first appeared at Cap Rouge 
on May 15 (PG & F. Hamel). Brown-headed Cow- 
birds also have been extremely numerous throughout 
the Region; at Woodstock, Vt., 50 were counted 
on April 26 (T. S. Fillebrown). Many reports have 
come in of cowbirds, Red-winged Blackbirds and 
House Sparrows dying at feeding stations, probably 
the result of infection transmitted through congested 
feeders. The Western Tanager that wintered at Locust 
Valley, L. I., was not reported after the end of March. 
A 6 Summer Tanager was at Agawam, Mass., on 
April 27, and its prenuptial molt was not complete 
at that time (Todd). A general increase in the num- 
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ber of Scarlet Tanagers follows a trend of severaj 
years past. 

Finches.—A Black-headed Grosbeak was at Palis. 
ades, N. Y., from April 23 to 30, it was a male ip 
almost complete breeding plumage (RAS). Two Eye. 
ning Grosbeaks in full nuptial plumage were a 
Princeton, N. J., as late as May 4 (C. H. Rogers). 
The latest record for these grosbeaks at New Canaan, 
Conn., was of 2 on May 12 (AAB); at Schenectady. 
N. Y., there were reports of small flocks up to May 
14 (SBC); the latest at Woodstock, Vt., were 3 
recorded on May 16 (TSF); they were still present 
on June 1 at points in the Green Mountains where 
they will probably breed (AMD). The presence of 
these grosbeaks at Seven Islands, Que., on May 24 
may indicate breeding nearby (MC). House Finches 
are still numerous on western Long Island; at Canaan, 
Conn., one was heard singing on April 24 (AAS). 
Pine Grosbeaks stayed late, April 16 at Williamsburg 
Mass., (Graves); April 17 at Schenectady, N. Y,, 
and April 23 in Ulster Co., N. Y. (F. H. Atwood). 
A flock of about 700 Common Redpolls was at West 
Hartford, Conn., on March 25 and about 250 passed 
through Burlington, Vt., on April 2 (NStJ). One 
Lark Sparrow was reported from Ocean Township, 
N. J., on April 30 (GMS) and another from Seven 
Islands, Que., on May 11, the latter bird being col. 
lected (MC). A singing Field Sparrow was heard 
and seen on June 3 at Ulverton, Que., the first of 
this species to have been recorded in the vicinity 
(LMT). There was an excellent flight of White. 
crowned Sparrows in the vicinity of Schenectady, with 
30 at nearby Burnt Hills on May 10 (SBC). The 
Lapland Longspur was scattered through the Region 
in small numbers in mid-April but they migrated 
through Seven Islands in good numbers; on May 9, 
the maximum day, 49 were counted (MC).— 
CHARLES K. NICHOLS, American Museum of Natural 
History, New York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—This 
was one of the most unusual and unsatisfactory spring 
migrations on record. In the northern part of the 
Region, prevailing 
cold, northerly 
winds, dense foli- 
age, total lack of 
marked waves, and 
a pronounced ab- 
sence of song 
among the mi- 
grants were the 
characteristics of 
the May period, 
when the north- 
ward movement of 
birds is normally 

















at its peak. The 
migration was 
drawn out, with 
unusual late and early dates for many species. Yet, 
with all the scarcity of transients, the summer resi- 


dents, except for a decided scarcity of House Wrens, 
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finally arrived in usual numbers. Maurice Broun re- 
ported the poorest warbler flight in his experience at 
Hawk Mountain. In the southern section of the Reg- 
ion, the weather was mild, with temperatures above 
normal in April and May, yet the movement was 
both late and poor, with transient warblers extremely 
scarce, and practically no cuckoos, flycatchers, swal- 
lows, or thrushes. The only areas where conditions 
were different were Charlottesville, Va., where C. E. 
Stevens reported a good migration for land birds and 
a very heavy movement of waterfowl; and Norfolk, 
Va., where Rountrey reported the migration about 
normal, but where cold spells hurt vegetation and 
apparently caused the abandonment of many nests. 
The cold spring farther south, and particularly the 
freezes in late March, seemed to be the explanation 
of the lateness of the migration and the lack of large 
waves; but this does not explain the great scarcity 
of many species. 

Loons to Cormorants —Stevens counted 12 Com- 
mon Loons in Albemarle County, Va., on April 14. 
A Brown Pelican was seen at Sandbridge, Back Bay, 
Va., April 11 (Paul Sykes, Mike Griffin, Richard 
Peake). Twenty Gannets and 2 Greater Shearwaters 
were seen off Ocean City, Md., May 14 (Md. Ornith. 
Soc.). More European Cormorants than usual were 
reported along the New Jersey coast, with a high 
of 15 at Barnegat Light, April 9 (H. Peniston, Q. 
Kramer ). 

Herons and Ibises—Most of the herons returned to 
their breeding grounds in good numbers. Great Blue 
Herons seemed down in numbers at Cape May, per- 
haps due to the destruction of their breeding woods 
by road builders. A Cattle Egret was observed at 
Cape May on April 19 (Stanley Quickmire), and 4 
at a later date. One, spotted by Elois Rogers on May 
1, 3 miles southeast of Bucktown, and seen by others 
then and on May 8, is the second record for Maryland. 
John Terborgh found 20 Am. Egrets on April 6 and 
85 Snowy Egrets on April 7 at Chincoteague, Va.; 
and P. G. DuMont and Ed Hall found 2 Snowy 
Egrets at Point Lookout, Md., April 13. A Louisiana 
Heron was seen near Palermo, N. J., March 31 
(P. W. Smith, Jr.). Reports of Yellow-crowned 
Night Herons were frequent in New Jersey: 10 at 
Stone Harbor, April 10 (Dr. J. H. Moore); 1 at 
Island Beach, April 10 (Dr. J. H. Arnett, Jr.); 1 at 
Moorestown, May 1 (Elizabeth Lippincott). Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons nested for at least the third 
consecutive season in Rock Creek Park, D. C., 3 nests 
being found in April by Mrs. Joan Criswell. A flock 
of 10 Glossy Ibises, a high for spring, was observed 
at Cape May, May 8 (Aud. Center of S. Jersey 
group). 

Swans, Geese and Ducks —Two Whistling Swans 
were seen at Lanhorne Lake, Albemarle Co., Va., 
March 22 (CES). Waterfowl remained late in New 
Jersey, with 500 Am. Brant at Tuckerton on May 15. 
On May 15 a small number of most surface feeding 
ducks were still present at Bombay Hook, Del., and 
most species of wintering sea ducks were still present 
in small numbers along the coast. Reports on Wood 
Ducks indicate that they were somewhat down in the 
New Jersey area. Stevens had several Greater Scaup 


records in Albemarle Co., with 28 at Henley's Lake 
on April 12. An adult male Harlequin Duck was 
reported at the inlet at Ocean City, Md., on March 
1 (R. E. Stewart, D. P. Fankhauser) and on April 
30 (DVOC). 

Vultures, Hawks —Two Black Vultures were seen 
by a DVOC group, March 27, near Salem, N. J. A 
Goshawk, killed at Bellevue, Jan. 5, is the second 
specimen on record for the Maryland Eastern Shore 
(R. L. Kleen). There was a fair flight of Red-shoul- 
dered Hawks. Pigeon Hawks were reported at Hunt- 
ing Towers, Va., near Washington, Feb. 13, and at 
Dickerson, Md., March 20 (PGD, EH, Karl Stecher). 

Rails to Ovyster-catchers—A Sora at Hartford, 
N. J., May 15 (Lawrence Corn), was possibly a 
breeding bird. A Yellow Rail, killed by a cat, March 
26, at Neavitt, is the first Maryland record in 25 
years (Kleen). An injured Purple Gallinule-was cap- 
tured at Cape May in late April, and was reported as 
entirely recovered by May 7 (SQ). Stevens reported 
large numbers of Am. Coots in Albemarle County, 
Va., March 22 to April 19, including 310 on April 
14. Two Am. Oyster-catchers were found at West 
Ocean City, Md., from April 30 on (D. C. Aud. 
Soc. and M. O. S.). 

Shorebirds—All observers reported a fine flight 
of shorebirds. Among the larger birds the predomi- 
nant species were Black-bellied Plovers, Ruddy Turn- 
stones, Eastern Dowitchers, and Hudsonian Curlews. 
Dale R. Coman reported that Willets have returned 
in normal numbers to the bay-shore marshes of Cape 
May County. Frank McLaughlin saw 60 come in and 
land at Fortescue, N. J., April 11, apparently the 
first arrivals. Terborgh saw 200 Least and 5 Semi- 
palmated Sandpipers and 4 dowitchers at Chincoteague, 
April 6; and Stevens found 45 Least Sandpipers and 
two dowitchers in Albemarle Co., May 21. There 
have been many Purple Sandpipers: 25 at Indian 
River Inlet, Del., April 4 (JT); 25 at Ocean City, 
Md., April 30 (DCAS) ; and 16 at Ocean City, May 
15 (MOS). 

Gulls and Terns —An immature Glaucous Gull, 
with an oil patch on the breast, was seen at Back 
Bay, Va., April 30, by Jack Perkins and a Virginia 
Society of Ornithology group; and another without 
the spot farther down the beach at False Cape the 
same day by other VSO members; the first bird was 
photographed by E. K. Sloane the next day. An im- 
mature Black-legged Kittiwake, always a rare bird 
on the Jersey coast, was seen near Atlantic City, 
March 31 (PWS, Jr.). Four Royal Terns were re- 
ported at Chincoteague, April 6 (JT); and 2 at Ocean 
City, May 1 (DCAS). Four Caspian Terns were seen 
at Chapel Point, Md., May 1 (DCAS). 

Cuckoos to Ravens.—Black-billed Cuckoos, rare in 
southeastern Virginia and on the Del-Mar-Va penin- 
sula, were seen at Tilghman, Md., May 14 (Jan 
Reese); and in the Cape Henry, Va., area, May 26 
(WFR). Five Long-eared Owls were found in Mont- 
gomery Co., Pa., March 28 (E. J. Reimann). A 
Saw-whet Owl, which had wintered at Bridgeport, 
N. J., was last seen on March 27. A steady increase 
in Red-headed Woodpeckers in recent years has been 
reported from Richmond, Va. (FRS). A Chuck-will’s- 
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widow at St. Michaels, April 23, is the earliest Mary- 
land record (RLK). There was another at Federals- 
burg, Md., April 26 (V. Wright). An early Eastern 
Wood Pewee appeared at Chevy Chase, Md., on 
April 9 (PGD). J. S. Sydnor found a (Prairie) 
Horned Lark’s nest at Richmond, Va., the eggs 
hatching on May 17. Three Tree Swallows in Albe- 
marle County, March 17, are the earliest transient 
records for Virginia (CES). Stevens found a Common 
Raven's nest, with three small young, on April 16, 
in the southern part of the Shenandoah National 
Park. 

Chickadees to Vireos.—Frequent mid-May reports 
of Black-capped Chickadees, when they should be 
farther north, seem to indicate laggards left over from 
the invasion of last winter. Broun found 2 pairs of 
Mockingbirds breeding in the Hawk Mountain area, 
which is unprecedented. Olive-backed and Gray- 
cheeked Thrushes were generally scarce. One of each 
was reported at Wyncote, Pa., June 5 (G. P. Mor- 
sello). On the Eastern Shore of Maryland a Gray- 
cheeked Thrush was banded at Whaleysville, May 14, 
another was seen at Preston on May 18 (MWH); 
and a Veery was at Hillsboro on May 11 (MWH). 
Veeries were present in good numbers at Norfolk, 
Va., and as late as May 26 (WFR). Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were very scarce in Virginia this spring, 
after a phenomenal scarcity in the winter. Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets were also scarce. One was seen at 
Bridgetown, Md., on May 7 (MWH), and one at 
Denton, Md., May 7 (Roberta B. Fletcher). A sur- 
prising number of White-eyed Vireos have appeared 
in breeding areas in the northern part of the Region, 
where last year they were much reduced or absent. 

Warblers—A Black and White Warbler at Chevy 
Chase, Md., March 13, was very early (PGD). Four 
Swainson’s Warblers were heard in the Pocomoke 
Swamp above Whaleysville, Md., on May 15, and 
a female was trapped and banded and seen by over 
100 people at the M.O.S. annual convention the same 
day. Blue-winged Warblers were seen in eastern 
Maryland at Greensboro, May 1 (MWH), Bridge- 
town, May 7 (MWH), and Denton, May 7 (Alicia 
Knotts); also at Richmond, Va., May 8 (FRS). At 
Williamsburg, Va., Black-poll Warblers were late 
(May 7) in arriving and early (May 21) in leaving 
(JHG). At Richmond they arrived on May 6, the 
latest arrival date ever recorded there, but, in contrast 
to all other transient warblers, built up to a peak, 
covering the city on May 16. Cerulean Warbler 
records from around Philadelphia indicate a further 
increase of this species at places where it was formerly 
absent. Edward Manners found Elk Neck State Park, 
Md., teeming with woodland birds on May 20 and 
21, the most numerous warblers being Worm-eating, 
Cerulean, Black-poll, and Canada, the last two cer- 
tainly transients. Other warbler records of interest 
were: Magnolia, Greensboro, Md., May 5 (MWH); 
Cape May and Canada, Greensboro, May 19 
(MWH); Cerulean, 11 on May 1 at Great Falls, Md. 
(PGD, EH); Orange-crowned, Hawk Mountain, 
May 16 (MB); and Kentucky, Drehersville, Pa., May 
16 (MB). 

Orioles to Tanagers.—Many observers in the north- 
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ern section remarked on the abundance of Baltimore 
Orioles. Jesse Lamplugh watched Brewer's Blackbirds 
performing mating antics at Bombay Hook on April 
23. When will these birds be found nesting at this 
point? No less than 5 Summer Tanager reports have 
come in from New Jersey: 3 in Cape May County, 
1 as late as May 22 (Miss M. S. Goodwin): and 2 
at Berlin, May 12 (Fred Poole). 

Finches, Sparrows.—Only the finches showed up 
well at Richmond, Va., this season (FRS); with 
Purple Finches above normal, Evening Grosbeaks 
general throughout the city, and Pine Siskins having 
the best year ever, the last Pine Siskin being seen 
on May 16. Indigo Buntings did not show up at 
Williamsburg, Va., until mid-May (JHG). One was 
seen at Allen’s Fresh, Md., on April 13 (PGD, EH). 
Four Evening Grosbeaks and about 30 Pine Siskins 
were still present at Browns Mills, N. J., May 15, 
a late date for both. Evening Grosbeaks appeared in 
central and eastern Virginia early in January, with a 
flock of 150 at Williamsburg on Jan. 30, increasing 
later to several flocks totaling 300 (JHG). In Feb. 
ruary they showed up in most Virginia towns, the 
last being seen at Williamsburg on May 15. A pair 
of Red Crossbills was found on May 7 (breeding 
birds?) near Chatsworth, N. J. (Mrs. Doris Mc. 
Laughlin). About 12 White-wings were seen at Silver 
Spring, Md., as late as April 17 (Hilda E. Smith), 
The flock of White-crowned Sparrows wintering at 
Thorofare, N. J., all attained their spring plumage 
and had left by about May 10 (Wm. Middleton) — 
JULIAN K. Potter, 437 Park Avenue, Collingswood, 
N. J., and J. J. Murray, 6 White Street, Lexing- 
ton, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—An 
unusually warm April and May forced a rapid recov- 
ery of the vegetation that had met with such whole- 
sale destruction 
in the heavy 
freeze of 
March 27. This 
was particularly 
noticeable on 
the coast. In- 
land, leaves 
were slower to 














start again. 
Some early 
nests were 
conspicuous 





through lack of 
foliage. The 1955 peach crop was all but wiped out— 
in the two Carolinas, at least—and the pine mast and 
acorn production for 1956 will be slim. The berries, 
coming later, apparently will be unaffected. Migra- 
tion generally was unsatisfactory for observers. The 
usual waves of warblers never materialized. Indi- 
viduals and small groups trickled through, mostly 
behind schedule. Populations seemed to be reestab- 
lished by mid-May but in some localities the period 
passed with fewer migrants and residents than usual. 
Some species showed up ahead of time. One observer 
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referred to it as a “mixed up” spring. Others thought 
it simply delayed. At Savannah, Ga., Tomkins felt 
that the effect of the drought of last summer and 
winter was still strong. Plovers and sandpipers seemed 
to be passing over for want of feeding ground. Some 
winter residents seemed reluctant to leave. Canada 
Geese were late in the upper Piedmont of North 
Carolina. At North Wilkesboro a European Widgeon 
appeared on April 24. Near Clarkesville, in upper 
eastern Georgia, a crane was found, and at Wilming- 
ton, N. C., a Western Kingbird turned up most un- 
expectedly before the Carolina Bird Club on their 
Spring Count. i 

Loons through Bitterns—A Common Loon was 
watched close up near Wilmington, May 30. The final 
date last spring was May 9. A Magnificent Frigate-bird 
was over Carolina Beach (Wilmington), April 16, and 
again in the area, April 23 (Mrs. Cecil Appleberry, 
Sam Baker). Little Blue Herons were deep inland 
at North Wilkesboro, N. C., by May 1 (Wendell P. 
Smith). A lone Cattle Egret was watched on pastures 
on the South Carolina coast above Charleston, April 
17, May 10, May 31 (Henry P. Staats, Ellison Wil- 
liams, Edward S. Dingle and others). The first report 
of the Cattle Egret in South Carolina was recorded in 
the Summer Season, Audubon Field Notes, 8:339 
(1954). An Am. Bittern was flushed near Badin, 
Stanly County, N. C., April 30 by John Trott. 

Swans through Mergansers—There were three im- 
mature Whistling Swans in Currituck Sound, near 
Duck, N. C., April 18 (Robert L. Wolff). A small 
flock of Canada Geese was surprisingly late at Lenoir, 
N. C., May 7 (Fred H. May), and at Greensboro, 
4 were seen by George A. Smith and group, April 30. 
A European Widgeon was found at North Wilkes- 
boro, N. C., by Wendell P. Smith, April 24. Also at 
North Wilkesboro, Blue-winged Teal were found 
rather late—April 3 (WPS); J. W. E. Joyner re- 
ported a pair of these teal May 1 through May 9 
in Edgecomb County, N. C. A single Hooded Mer- 
ganser was at North Wilkesboro, April 7 (WPS): 

Cranes, Rails, Gallinules—On April 24 and 25, 
Ellison Williams watched a Sandhill Crane in a pas- 
ture at his summer home near Clarkesville in north- 
eastern Georgia. Eleven years ago, April 24, 1944, 
he saw 3 cranes flying over the same area. The pas- 
ture contains a small pond and scattered sage grass. 
He had excellent views of the bird through his 48X 
telescope. It had a bad leg that caused it to hobble. 
On the Alligator River on the eastern coast of North 
Carolina, 2 Black Rails were seen on April 9. This 
is unusually early for this seldom-reported rail (Larry 
Crawford). Another find by Williams was a Florida 
Gallinule high in the mountains of eastern North 
Carolina. The bird had been killed on the highway 
between Newfound Gap and Cherokee and he stopped 
and examined it. The date was April 28. 

Snipe, Sandpipers —A Wilson's Snipe, April 30, at 
Badin, Stanly County, N. C., was rather late (John 
Trott). Purple Sandpipers were reported erratic in 
appearance at Charleston. Rock Comstock counted 51 
at Fort Sumter, April 7. There were few reports of 
shorebirds generally. Both Greater and Lesser Yellow- 
legs were noted well inland. 


Goatsuckers, Swifts —Ellison Williams reported a 
Chuck-will’s-widow calling, April 23 and 24 at 
Clarkesville, Ga. He states that it was his first Chuck 
for that location in his fifty years of summer bird 
study there. The altitude at his home is between 1400 
and 1500 feet. Burleigh (1938) found Chucks fairly 
plentiful at Athens, some 50 miles away. Both Chuck- 
will’s-widows and Whip-poor-wills were plentiful but 
somewhat behind schedule in the Carolinas. Swifts 
were not reported from Charleston before April 6. 

Flycatchers, Creepers, W rens.—Eastern Kingbirds 
were late at Charleston: April 4 (Betty Lemon), and 
at Hatteras, N. C., April 19 (Robert L. Wolff). A 
Western Kingbird at Wilmington, May 14, was a 
first on the life list for most members of the Carolina 
Bird Club engaged in the spring count that day (Mrs. 
CA, et al). At Charleston, Arthur Wilcox reported 
Crested Flycatchers late on April 17. Near Wilming- 
ton, Clifford Comeau noted an Eastern Phoebe from 
April 23 throughout the month of May. Wendell P. 
Smith found a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher at North 
Wilkesboro, May 15 and May 29. At Troy, N. C., a 
Brown Creeper remained until April 9 (Frances M. 
Covington). Carolina Wrens were reported in greatly 
reduced numbers as compared with the last four years 
at Chapel Hill (W. L. McAtee). 

Thrushes——Wood Thrushes were very late at 
Chapel Hill, the first noted being on May 2 
(WLMcA). A Hermit Thrush was at North Wilkes- 
boro, April 3, and a single Olive-backed Thrush was 
there, May 5 (both WPS). 

Vireos, Warblers —Yellow-throated Vireos failed 
to show up in their usual numbers at Charlotte, N. C. 
At North Wilkesboro, a Philadelphia Vireo was seen 
on April 26 and 28 (WPS). At Troy, N. C., Frances 
Covington, tireless daily watcher, found no spring 
warblers in her yard during April. Prothonotary 
Warblers, which seem to be summering deeper into 
the Piedmont region each year, were reported at 
Greensboro, April 24 (Thomas E. Street). Richard 
Parks collected a Swainson’s Warbler, April 30, at 
Atlanta, and another was seen there by William 
Griffin. At Charleston, Robert Coleman reported 
Swainson’s Warblers singing reguéarly during May 
on Bees Ferry Road. Parks reported more Golden- 
winged and Magnolia Warblers than he had ever 
seen before at Atlanta. He judged that migration 
reached its peak there at the end of April. He found 
Tennessee Warblers, April 26 (1), April 30 (3), 
May 7 (1), and May 14 (1). Prior to this year there 
were but two spring records for Tennessee Warblers 
in the Atlanta area. A late date for that warbler 
at North Wilkesboro was May 19 (WPS). Yellow 
Warblers were first noted at Rocky Mount, N. C., 
May 15 (JWEJ). Cape May Warblers were at Char- 
lotte on April 27. Wendell Smith commented upon 
the absence of them at North Wilkesboro. Myrtle 
Warblers seemed to be everywhere. At Greensboro, 
418 were listed on the spring count, April 30. Last 
spring, May 1, the count there was 97. A Cerulean 
Warbler, seldom reported at any season, was found 
at Greensboro, April 24 (TES). A Bay-breasted 
Warbler was watched in a city yard at Greenville, 
S. C., May 20 (J. B. Shuler). A Black-poll was seen, 
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May 5, and again on May 18 in Stanly County, central 
North Carolina (John Trott). Near Atlanta, Parks 
found a Connecticut Warbler, May 14 and May 21, 
each a singing male. Common Yellowthroats reached 
North Wilkesboro by April 10. A male Am. Redstart 
was at Charleston, April 15 (Louise Barrington). 

Bobolinks through Grosbeaks—About 65 Bobo- 
links were seen at Warrenton, eastern N. C., April 
30 (RLW). Baltimore Orioles were reported singly 
at several locations during the last of April. A Scarlet 
Tanager near Charleston on May 1 was quite late 
for the coast (Robert Coleman). Both Rose-breasted 
and Blue Grosbeaks were seen sparingly in the Pied- 
mont area. A Blue Grosbeak in a Charlotte city yard 
was unusual (April 25, JRN). 

Painted Buntings through Sparrows.—Painted 
Buntings were a week or so late at Charleston. On 
Feb. 11 a male Dickcissel was identified at the feeder 
of E. R. Lyon at Laurinburg, N. C. The bird ate at 
the feeder briefly during the early mornings and early 
afternoons and remained until April 15. Two males 
were watched on telephone wires at Greensboro, April 
30 (Crawford and Street). Late in May a breeding 
pair of Dickcissels were spotted at Winston-Salem by 
Doris Simpson. On June 4 the nest with 4 eggs under 
incubation was located nearby by James L. Stephen- 
son and later pointed out to numerous CBC members. 
At Troy, N. C., a single male Dickcissel appeared in 
the yard of Frances Covington, April 16 and remained 
through the 18th. The Evening Grosbeaks that spread 
over much of the Carolinas and upper Georgia at 
mid-winter were probably gone before the close of 
the period. The latest date at hand is May 7, at 
Henderson, in the upper center of North Carolina 
(Mrs. A. W. Bachman). Pine Siskins were late in 
leaving. They were seen at Atlanta, May 8. Am. Gold- 
finches were abundant over much of the Region. A 
Henslow’s Sparrow was reported just west of North 
Wilkesboro on May 2 by Wendell Smith. White- 
crowned Sparrows, relatively scarce this winter, were 
last reported, May 2, at North Wilkesboro (WPS). 
Trott found one on April 29 in the Badin area of 
Stanly County, N. C. He tallied 79 White-throated 
Sparrows in that area on April 30.—B. R. CHAMBER- 
LAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—The prolonged drought in 
North Florida not only continues but has now spread 
throughout the state. Of 7 well-distributed stations 
reporting, all have had de- 
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peratures were high in April and May, the lower 
east coast being the only exception. An associated 
phenomenon was the fact that there was only one 
prolonged period of northerly winds, centering around 
May 1. 

The general scarcity of rainfall and northerly winds 
should have affected adversely the visible (grounded) 
migration, but the evidence that it did is conflicting, 
Key West had a poor migration in April, but much 
better in early May; Miami reported a good migra. 
tion of warblers; and around Tallahassee the general 
results, although worse than in 1954, were fairly 
typical of most years. Possibly increased coverage 
helped atone for a genuine comparative scarcity of 
migrants, or perhaps observers have learned better 
when and where to look for migrants. 

Loons and Gannets.—Two Common Loons were seen 
flying north near Tallahassee, April 7 (Jack Fehon), 
this being the third spring record for Leon County. 
The latest Gannets of record in the Southern Penin- 
sula were singles at Marco Island, April 4 (Oscar 
Owre, Dennis Paulson, et al.), and 9 miles offshore 
from Venice, April 9 (Charles P. Preston). 

Wading Birds —Twelve Glossy Ibis near St. Marks 
Light, April 13 (Ben & Sylvia Berkowitz), are be- 
lieved to be the largest number of record in north- 
western Florida, where the species is rare. Roseate 
Spoonbills, of recent appearance at Key West, te- 
mained there throughout the period (Margaret Hund- 
ley, et al.), and one appeared as far north as St. 
Petersburg, April 15 (C. C. Norris). A “bright pink” 
Am. Flamingo was seen by Gladys Olson and 8 other 
observers at Boynton Beach Inlet, near Lake Worth, 
April 10. 

W aterfowl—Canada Geese again remained very 
late near Tallahassee—7 on May 15 (Henry M. 
Stevenson and William Rankin). Two species of 
ducks remained later than ever in the Southern Pen- 
insula: Shoveller, Cape Sable, one on May 7 (ESD, 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Kincaid); and Buffle-head, Lake 
Worth, 3 on April 14 (GO). Two Red-breasted 
Mergansers at Key West, April 17 (MH), were the 
latest of record for the Lower Keys. Other late, but 
not record-breaking, dates were made at St. Marks 
Light: Mallard and Am. Pintail, April 29 (JF & 
Robert K. Burns); Green-winged Teal, April 16 
(Mr. and Mrs. Karl Zerbe); and Canvas-back, April 
9 (William D. Reese, et al.). By far the most out- 
standing record, however, was that of a badly de- 
composed Masked Duck found by Frances Hames 
in Key West, April 13. It was shipped to the writer 
for verification and is now a part of the Florida State 
University Zoology Department's collection. This 
appears to be a new species for Florida. 

Kites and Hawks.—Records of wandering Everglade 
Kites were made south of the Tamiami Trail in 
March and April by Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Holyoke and 
Irvin Winte, independently (fide L. A. Stimson). The 
Swallow-tailed Kite, a rarity in the Tallahassee Di- 
vision, was observed near the lower Aucilla River 
on May 24 (HMS & Sylvia Earle). Late Marsh 
Hawks were found on May 7 near Pinecrest (LAS, 
W. G. Atwater, & Charles Brookfield) and at Lake 
Okeechobee (OO, DP, e¢ al.); whereas a Sharp- 
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shinned Hawk on the Dry Tortugas, May 14 (MH, 
et al.), and a Pigeon Hawk at Coral Gables, May 3 
(DP), were the latest of record for their respective 
divisions. Near St. Marks Light the Zerbes found a 
Pigeon Hawk, April 16, and a Peregrine Falcon, April 
23, where both are rare in spring. 

“Rails and Gallinules—The (Mangrove?) Clapper 
Rail was listed on the Dry Tortugas (where it is 
probably accidental) on May 14 and 15 (MH, et al.). 
Almost as rare in the Lower Keys is the Purple 
Gallinule, found at Key West on the very late date 
of May 28 (MH). 

Shorebirds —The Am. Woodcock, rarely reported 
in spring, was flushed on the lower Aucilla River, 
April 23 (Zerbes, et al.). The rare Upland Sandpiper 
was recorded on the late dates of May 4, flying over 
Tallahassee at night (HMS), and May 6, Sarasota 
(CPP); and the only White-rumped Sandpiper re- 
ported was 6 miles east of Mims, May 4 (W. M. 
Davidson). The uncommon Stilt Sandpiper was col- 
lected near Lakeport, May 7 (DP), and seen in 
Tallahassee, May 6 (HMS; second spring record for 
Leon County). Four late Marbled Godwits were seen 
near Cape Sable on May 7 (ESD & Kincaids). At- 
water found 200 Am. Avocets at the east end of Lake 
Ingraham, April 9, and the surprising number of 18 
that remained at Snake Bight until May 15. 

Terns.—Estimates of 100,000 Sooty Terns and 6000 
Noddies on the Dry Tortugas, May 14 and 15 (MH), 
indicate that most of the breeding individuals had 
arrived and that the population of Noddies may have 
increased. A Black Tern found dead there on May 
13 (MH, ef al.; possibly the same one seen alive 
a few days earlier by John DeWeese) establishes the 
spring occurrence of this species in the Lower Keys; 
and in the Tallahassee Division it set new extremes 
of April 16, St. Marks Light (Zerbes), and May 25, 
Lake Jackson (JF). The latter record is also note- 
worthy for the number of individuals, 11, and in 
being the first spring record for Leon County. As 
many as 60 Least Terns had appeared near Lake 
Worth on the early date of April 4 (GO); and the 
fourth Leon County record was obtained at Lake 
Jackson, May 13 (HMS). 

Pigeons and Doves.—White-crowned Pigeons 
arrived on the early date of April 17 at Key West 
(MH), and wandered as far north as Key Biscayne, 
April 27 to 30 (ESD & Kincaids). The first record 
of a White-winged Dove on the Dry Tortugas was 
made on May 15 (MH, ef al.). 

Anis and Goatsuckers.—Smooth-billed Anis are of 
only casual occurrence in the Lower Keys, but singles 
were seen at Key West, April 9 and May 7, and on 
the Dry Tortugas, May 14 and 15 (MH, et al.). The 
(Cuban) Common Nighthawk, previously known in 
Florida only from the Keys, was identified at Coral 
Gables on May 27 by Paulson on the basis of its 
distinctive call note which he phrased “pity-pit-pit.” 
A singing Whip-poor-will near Tallahassee on May 
7 (JF) provided the only late spring record for this 
part of the state. 

Kingfishers, Woodpeckers, and Flycatchers—Very 
late Belted Kingfishers were present at Key West, 
May 20 (MH), and Miami, May 21 (WGA), the 


latter constituting the latest record for the Southern 
Peninsula. An errant Red-headed Woodpecker was on 
Mullet Key (Tampa Bay), April 9 (Marvin Wass) ; 
and a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Key West, May 7 
(MH), was the latest of record in the Lower Keys 
by 13 days and within one day of the latest for 
Florida. On the same day a new departure date was 
established for the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in this 
division (MH); and a Crested Flycatcher, un- 
accountably rare there, was recorded on March 27 
(FH). Progressively later arrival dates for the Gray 
Kingbird around the Gulf of Mexico were noted in 
its arrival on Sanibel Island, April 7 (Charles Clark); 
Mullet Key, April 13 (MW); and St. Marks Light, 
April 16 (Zerbes). 

Swallows, Jays, and Titmice—Following heavy 
rains which presumably halted their migration, Tree 
Swallows were found in enormous numbers: at Lake 
Jackson on April 11 (HMS). Within less than one 
hour in two small areas of lake front about 10,000 
were estimated swarming over the water, over the 
land, and lighting on the ground. If this sample 
was representative of the entire lake, hundreds of 
thousands must have been present that day. About 
20 late individuals were found near Pinecrest on May 
7 (LAS, et al.); whereas the Rough-winged Swallow 
on the Dry Tortugas, May 14 (MH, ef al.), estab- 
lished a new departure date for the Lower Keys. An- 
other Blue Jay appeared on Mullet Key, April 17 
(MW); and a Tufted Titmouse was heard in song 
at the southern terminus of its breeding range south 
of the South Loop, Tamiami Trail, May 13 (LAS). 

Wrens and Mimic Thrushes—Like the sapsucker, 
the House Wren remained at Key West until May 
7 (FH), later than ever before by 13 days; and 
Short-billed Marsh Wrens found in Collier County 
on April 14 (DP) are the latest of record for the 
Southern Peninsula. Also late, but not record-break- 
ing, in this division were a Long-billed Marsh Wren 
south of the Tamiami Trail, April 23, and a Catbird 
at Miami, May 10 (LAS). C. S. Conkling watched 
Brown Thrashers carrying nesting material at Vero 
Beach in April and May; the species is still a rare 
breeder in South Florida. 

Thrushes—The transient species of thrushes are 
generally rare in spring in most parts of Florida; 
therefore the following records are of interest: Olive- 
backed, Key West, May 3 (MH), and Anna Maria, 
May 6 to 10 (Mrs. Talbot Brewer); Gray-cheeked, 
Key West, May 3, 4, & 7 (MH), and near Miami, 
May 4 (DP, ef al.). Unusually late Am. Robins were 
found near St. Marks Light, April 9 (WDR, ef a/.), 
and on Mullet Key, April 12 (MW). 

Gnatcatchers, Waxwings, and Vireos.—A strag- 
gling Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at Key West, May 7 
(FH), was the latest record there by almost a month; 
and Cedar Waxwings put in unusual appearances on 
this key, April 2 (FH) and May 7 (MH). The 
latter species remained until May 20 at Tallahassee 
(HMS). A Solitary Vireo at Key West, April 9 
(MH), was a local rarity; and a Black-whiskered 
Vireo at Mullet Key, April 13 (MW), was the 
earliest of record for the Northern Peninsula. 

Warblers.—The first spring records of the Golden- 
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winged Warbler in the Tallahassee Division were 
obtained on April 6, when one was seen at close 
range near Tallahassee (BB), and April 7, one heard 
singing at Wakulla Springs (BB & C. S. Marvel). 
There were several records of the rare Blue-winged: 
singles on April 9 near St. Marks Light (WDR, 
et al.) and at Key West (MH); another near St. 
Marks Light, April 16 (Zerbes); and one at Anna 
Maria, April 28 (Mrs. Brewer). Tennessee Warblers 
were listed only at Sarasota, May 1 and 8 (CPP); 
and an Orange-crowned at Key Biscayne, April 8 
(DP, et al.), proves the latest for the Southern Pen- 
insula. On 4 keys in the eastern end of Florida Bay, 
12 Yellow Warblers were counted on May 14, the 
males in full song. These were thought to be the 
Cuban Golden race, previously known only from the 
Lower Keys (OO, DP, ef al.). The usually rare 
Magnolia Warbler occurred widely this spring—one 
near St. Marks Light, April 23 (Zerbes, et al.); Anna 
Maria, 2 on May 1 (Mrs. Brewer); Key West, 
singles on April 2 and May 10 (MH); and Dry Tor- 
tugas, one on May 14 and 15 (MH, et al.). The 
Cape May Warbler, rare at Tallahassee, was seen 
there on April 15 (HMS), and the latest record for 
the Southern Peninsula was established at Sarasota, 
May 17 (CPP). In the same category were 3 Myrtle 
Warblers at Lake Worth, April 26 (GO). Rarities 
were the Black-throated Green at Sarasota, May 8 
and 9 (CPP), and the Blackburnian at Key West, 
May 1 and 3 (MH). The peak of the Black-poll 
Warbler migration near Miami produced 60 indi- 
viduals on May 5 (LAS); 2 stragglers there on June 
2 (ESD & Kincaids) are the latest for that part 
of the state with one exception. An estimated 50 
Northern Water-thrushes were in the Cape Sable 
region on May 7 (ESD & Kincaids), and a record- 
tying late one on Key Biscayne, May 21 (WGA). 
Single Louisiana Water-thrushes were seen near St. 
Marks Light on April 9 (WDR, ef al.), and 23 
(Zerbes, et al.). The earliest Florida record of the 
Kentucky Warbler was set at Key West, March 27 
(FH), and 2 Yellow-breasted Chats in Wakulla 
County, April 9 (Herbert and Betty Curl), were the 
earliest of record for the Tallahassee Division. The 
Canada Warbler, one of the state’s rarest, was seen 
on 3 occasions at Anna Maria by Mrs. Brewer and 
Mrs. Roy Morgan, April 26 to May 1. An Am. Red- 
start on Key Biscayne, June 2 (ESD & Kincaids), 
marked a new departure date for the Southern 
Peninsula. 

Bobolinks, Meadowlarks, and Orioles —The Bobo- 
link migration in South Florida was unusually heavy, 
with over 1000 estimated on May 7 near Pinecrest 
(LAS, ef al.), and almost as many at Key West on 
the same day (MH). Two Eastern Meadowlarks, 
wintering on Mullet Key, were last seen on April 8 
(MW). Robin Mills, who has previously observed 
the species in Mexico, saw and perfectly described a 
Bullock’s Oriole near Tallahassee, April 19. There 
are only 5 or 6 previous Florida records. Baltimore 
Orioles were heard singing briefly in Tallahassee, 
April 10 and 15 (HMS), and 3 were seen near St. 
Marks Light, April 16 (Zerbes). The Spot-breasted 
Oriole, continuing to increase and spread around 
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Miami and Princeton, was estimated to number 29 
pairs (DP). 

Tanagers and Finches.—Even though there is sti] 
no specimen of the Western Tanager in Florida, one 
must take cognizance of the increasing number of 
sight records. The latest of these are males seen at 
Vero Beach, April 6 (CSC), and in Miami, April 
18 and 20 (ESD & LAS). Local rarities were 3 
Scarlet Tanager on the lower Aucilla River, April 23 
(Zerbes, et al.), and a Rose-breasted Grosbeak at 
Key West, May 1 (MH). An early Indigo Bunting 
arrived on Mullet Key, April 8 (MW), and 4 were 
observed at Fort Pierce, April 22 and 23 (Lyle §, 
Hubbard). Two Pine Siskins near Panacea, April 9, 
were late (HMS & Mary Ann Joyner), but an Am, 
Goldfinch at Tallahassee on May 31 (HMS) was the 
latest for this division by 23 days. In view of recent 
summer records in South Georgia, the present record 
may best be interpreted as indicative of summering, 

Sparrows.—Although the Grasshopper Sparrow is 
rarely seen in May (except on its breeding grounds), 
at least 40 were found near Pinecrest, May 7 (LAS, 
et al.). A Slate-colored Junco lingered at a Talla. 
hassee feeder until April 7 (Elizabeth Boyd), and a 
White-throated Sparrow remained there until May 6 
(Hazel Stevenson). Swamp Sparrows (20) near Pine. 
crest, May 7 (LAS, ef al.), are the latest of record 
for the Southern Peninsula, as were 2 Song Sparrows 
at Anna Maria, April 20 (Mrs. Brewer). Another 
Song Sparrow near St. Marks Light, April 23 (Zerbes, 
et al.), was the latest for the Tallahassee Division — 
HENRY M. STEVENSON, Department of Zoology, 
Florida State University, Tallahassee, Fla. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION.— 
April and May were generally warm and dry (April 
the second warmest on record at Buffalo; and at 
Pimisi Bay, _ near 
Lake Nipissing, 26 
of its 30 days were 
warmer than __ the 
normal daily mean 
of 31.7° F). The 
break-up was very 
early in the north, 
and from the Finger 
Lakes of New 
York up to James 
Bay and west to the 
Manitoba boundary 
(7.e. throughout this 
Region) vegetation 
was ten days to two 
weeks ahead of 
schedule. At Fort William, Dr. Albert Allin estim- 
ated that 80 per cent of the migrants were five days 
earlier than usual and that no fewer than 26 species 
were ten or more days in advance of normal for that 
area. 

Grebes, Waterfowl—aA pair of Red-necked Grebes 
was observed courting on April 9 at Burlington, 
near Hamilton, Ont. (Baillie), making 14 years a 
few of these westerners have bred at this place on 
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western Lake Ontario (once at nearby Lorne Park), 
hundreds of miles to the east of the nearest breeding 
station (in this Region) at the head of Lake Su- 
perior. The first record of their nesting at Burlington 
was in 1942 (Coleman). There was a good spring 
flight of Whistling Swans, and in the Rochester area 
there were ‘more than usual on migration in March’ 
(Harry Van Beurden) while at Lake Chautauqua, 
southwest of Buffalo, on March 20, there were 3000 
present, the ‘largest number ever reported there’ 
(Clark Beardslee). For the third successive April, a 
Barnacle Goose turned up in the the Rochester-Buffalo 
area (Shelby, April 17, Win Brockner, et al.). A new 
duck for Ontario’s breeding list was the Gadwall, a 
nest with eggs of which Carl Rankin discovered at 
Mud Creek marsh, near Walpole Island, Lake St. 
Clair, in May. The nest had been destroyed by pre- 
dators before May 14, when Bette Johnson and Doug 
Middleton visited the area. They saw 8 Gadwalls 
there, however, on that date. A Harlequin Duck at 
Oswego, Feb. 20 (Wrangell, Fritz Scheider) and 2 at 
Whitby, April 14 (Dr. Murray Speirs) followed in- 
dividuals at Niagara Falls and Cobourg, mentioned 
in our report for last winter. 

Cranes, Rails, Sandpipers—George Scott saw a 
Sandhill Crane over the Oshawa marsh, May 8 (an 
extreme rarity along the north shore of Lake On- 
tario). Yellow Rails continue to flourish in the 
Holland River Marsh, 30 miles north of Toronto. 
They breed there, and on May 13 twelve of them 
were tapping away in the marsh one mile north of 
Bradford when Jack and Peggy Livingston, Dr. Bill 
Dobson and the compiler made an after-dark visit to 
the marsh. Good news came from Wolcottsville, east 
of Buffalo, where on April 19 Harold Mitchell saw 
280 Pectoral Sandpipers, normally rare birds that far 
east in spring. 

Owls, Titmice—To the 7 Richardson's Owls men- 
tioned for southern Ontario last winter, add several 
which spent that season at Ottawa (Earl Godfrey). 
Saw-whet Owls seem to be helping out in the Starl- 
ing-elimination campaigns. At any rate, the remains of 
5 of these birds were found in a Saw-whet’s larder 
at North Bay, March 27 (M. G. Gould). Point 
Pelee was overrun with Black-capped Chickadees in 
mid-April, according to Dr. Gunn, who estimated 
there were 1500 present. A month later, they had 
practically all vanished. Young David Johnston 
scored a bull’s-eye in mid-May at Sarnia, Ont., when 
he found in a knothole in an old apple tree a Tufted 
Titmouse’s nest with 4 eggs—the first nest for this 
species for Canada. Titmice have summered at half 
a dozen southern Ontario localities (north to Georgian 
Bay, east to Toronto) in the past, but the only pre- 
vious Canadian breeding record came from Hamilton, 
where George North saw a family, including full- 
sized young, in September 1936. It should be added 
that Johnston found a nest at Sarnia in 1953 but did 
not report it as he had to leave Sarnia before he was 
able to obtain completely satisfactory evidence. Eight 
titmice wintered at Sarnia last winer. 

Mockingbirds —One of these southerners wintered 
at Hamilton and other individuals were seen at Kew 
Beach, Toronto, May 14 (Doug Scovell) and at 





Point Pelee, in May; but chief interest centered on the 
observations from three localities in southern Ontario 
which lie well beyond the known breeding range. 
These suggest a minor irruption of the species dur- 
ing the closing days of April. George Moore had 
one in Wiarton, April 29, the first record for the Bruce 
peninsula. The first North Bay records were turned in 
a few days later by Hazel Petty. She saw one on May 
3 and 4 on May 4, and Jim Glenday had one of them 
under observation as late as May 14. Another turned 
up at Kingston, May 3 (Helen Quilliam), to give 
that area its second record (first, 1949). During the 
past winter individuals were also present at Branch- 
port and Ithaca, south of Lake Ontario. 

Warblers.—All observers were in agreement that 
the May flight was a fizzle. By May 22, at Buffalo, 
the local group realized that the migration was about 
over ‘and there hadn't been any’ (Harold -Axtell). 
And no pronounced waves of warblers were seen at 
the Finger Lakes, Point Pelee, Toronto, Port Hope or 
Westport. The same situation, by the way, prevailed 
through the southern part of this Region a year 
ago. In May, Executive-Secretary (of the FON) 
Marshall Bartman discovered a nest of the Pro- 
thonotary Warbler at Point Pelee. Previous Canadian 
nestings had all been in Kent, Elgin, Norfolk and 
Wentworth Counties, Ontario; the Elgin and Went- 
worth nestings were established only last year. Spring 
observations of Brewster's Warbler in southern On- 
tario are not at all as rare as they once were, yet 
there is still no record of the Blue-winged Warbler 
nesting anywhere in the Province. Bev Geale identi- 
fied a Kentucky Warbler in the Cherry Street woods, 
Toronto, May 27. 

Blackbirds —It is remarkable the way Western 
Meadowlarks have been turning up each summer at a 
great many places throughout southern Ontario, and 
apparently (some, at least) remaining through the 
nesting season. A pair bred at Hamilton in 1947. This 
spring singing birds were seen in Kent (May 11); 
Elgin (April 14); Welland (April 17); Wentworth 
(March 20); York (May 1); Ontario (April 13) 
and even Carleton Counties (May 15) from west to 
east, and Charles Spiker had one under observation, 
April 18 to May 5, in the Guyanoga valley, Finger 
Lakes region of New York. Three Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds were seen in Kent and Essex Counties 
this spring: a 9 at Colchester in late March (Reta 
Miller); a Q at Point Pelee, May 8 to 15 (Robert 
Trowern); and a @ at Mud Creek, May 7 to 14 
(Middleton and Johnston). Naturalists in southwest- 
ern Ontario would do well to watch the cattail 
marshes for a possible initial breeding for the 
Province. 

Finches.—Peripheral records were the Grasshopper 
Sparrow at Kingston, May 27 (Anthony Erskin), and 
Henslow’s Sparrows at Kingston, same day (JC), and 
at Ottawa, May 23 (Eric Mills, et al.).—JAmeEs L. 
BAILLIE, Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology, Toronto 
5, Ont. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—Concerning the pres- 
ent ornithological year in the Appalachian Region, it 
is difficult to avoid superlatives. After the greatest 
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recorded flight of northern winter visitors, we have 
experienced the sparsest and latest spring migration 
of land birds that most observers have seen. The 
following excerpts are sample comments from cor- 
respondents throughout the Region: 

“All birds were very late here, from 3 or 4 days to 
two weeks in fact. I didn’t miss any from my usual 
list, but there was never a wave such as we usually 
have in spring.’ (Tolliver Crunkleton, Highlands, 
1 Eee Ye 

“The freezes of March 26 (16°) and 27 (15°) did 
much damage and influenced very greatly the pattern 
of migration. Purple Martins, Brown Thrashers, and 
Catbirds arrived a month or more 
late. For the most part the warbler 
migration was rather poor and 













‘-] some entirely absent.” (Lee R. 

‘4 Herndon, Elizabethton, Tenn.). 
OKI geirety “This has been a most unusual 
o mame migration, with a rather definite 
rogtsmous machssukc} = Correlation with the weather, at 
tog Fin 4 least in the early part of the sea- 
euzaagh son. The warbler and swallow 
ta ‘| migration was about the poorest I 
1 ' BUY 56 have ever seen, with the only wave, 
“[°~-4 May 14-15, and almost no migrants 
® after May 16.” (Edwin Willis, 





| Blacksburg, Va.) ’ 

“The migration here has been 
. .. poor and late. Our summer residents ran late .. . 
There was no apparent local factor to account for 
this.” (J. J. Murray, Lexington, Va.). 

“I believe that this was the poorest migration I 
have experienced in my nearly twenty years of birding. 
By and large the weather seemed favorable but nearly 
all migrants were in low numbers, if present at all, 
and many were quite late.” (George A. Hall, Mor- 
gantown, W. Va.). 

“I noted the warbler migration to be rather spotty. 
A few migrant species such as Cape Mays, Black- 
burnians, and Myrtles were seen, but in no great 
numbers. I was out practically every day. ? 
(Larry Schwab, Kingwood, W. Va.). 

“This season’s spring report is most notable for 
its complete lack of positive information and any 
exciting events. The general impression was one of 
confusion (to me) as far as the arrival of summer 
residents. All birds due to arrive after the middle of 
April were late—but the confusing part was how 
late. The birds apparently dribbled in and in many 
cases I was not sure when they arrived.” (Henri C. 
Seibert, Athens, Ohio). 

“I think this has been the dullest migration I have 
ever lived through. The quietness in the woods during 
the middle of May was a bit depressing.”” (Vincent 
McLaughlin, Poland, Ohio). 

“This migration had (1) an unusual number of 
‘southern’ birds, and (2) a scarcity of warblers (in- 
dividuals, not species). (Merrill Wood, University 
Park, Pa.). 

“The spring migration in general was disappoint- 
ing, the warblers in particular. No warblers were 
seen until April 30, and then only a few Black- 
throated Greens, Blackburnians, and Black and 


330 








Whites. There was little flight activity until May 10 
. . . The Bay-breasted, Palm, and Wilson's Warblers 
passed me up entirely. . . .” (Harris E. Johnson, 
Warren, Pa.). 

Weather Bureau records for the Region would 
make temperature and rainfall appear nearly normal 
but these do not show the whole picture. All spring 
there have been alternating periods of very warm and 
unusually cold weather. The killing freezes of |ate 
March did much damage, particularly southward 
where vegetation was well-advanced and many early 
migrants had arrived. In elevated portions of West 
Virginia, western Maryland, and western Pennsylvania 
there were killing freezes in late May* On the nights 
of June 3, 4, and 5 there were heavy frosts in Ran. 
dolph and Pocahontas Counties, W. Va. The seem. 
ingly-adequate rainfall came in a few heavy storms, 
with extended periods of dry, windy weather separat. 
ing them. 

In the Morgantown area I have not yet (June 9) 
seen an Eastern Kingbird, usually a common species 
locally. Throughout the migration I saw no Cliff 
Swallows, no Bay-breasted, Wilson's, and Palm 
Warblers, and very few Yellow-throated and Blue. 
headed Vireos. Chipping, Savannah, and Vesper 
Sparrows were three weeks late; Chats, Yellow. 
throats, and Indigo Buntings, two weeks late. I have 
not seen a Black-billed Cuckoo near Morgantown, 
and only one Yellow-billed. This was one of the rare 
years in which Olive-backed and Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes sang in migration through the Morgantown 
neighborhood. 

Regional observers paid particular attention to 
“northern” visitors during the spring months. By 
March 15 all Pine Grosbeaks, Common Redpolls, 
Gray Shrikes, Snow Buntings, and White-winged 
Crossbills had disappeared—at least they were not 
reported after that date. Pine Siskins were quite com- 
mon and widely distributed, remaining at Blacksburg, 
Va., until May 24 (EW). Purple Finches were gen- 
erally abundant during late April and early May, 
remaining to nest in mountainous areas and in north- 
eastern Ohio. Latest dates for Evening Grosbeaks were 
as follows: Knoxville, Tenn., May 1 (J. C. Howell); 
Norris, Tenn., May 6 (JCH); Elizabethton, Tenr., 
April 29 (Howard Landridge) ; Blacksburg, Va., May 
4 (EW); Lexington, Va., April 20 (JJM); Morgan- 
town, W. Va., May 12 (Mrs. Richard Sowers); 
Youngstown, O., May 7 (H. A. Johnson); Warren, 
Pa., May 16 (H. E. Johnson); State College, Pa., 
May 23 (MW). 

Loons, Grebes, Herons Common Loons were late 
and rather scarce. Most did not come through until 
May, and birds were observed at Morgantown on May 
15 (GAH), and at Youngstown, Ohio, on the same 
date (VM). Red-throated Loons at Black Moshannon 
Lake, Pa., on May 15 (MW), and at Morgantown 
on May 18 (MB) were very late. The only spring 
record for the Red-necked Grebe was one seen neat 
Warren, Pa., on April 17 (HEJ). Horned Grebes 
appeared in unusually large flocks in northeastern 
Ohio, McLaughlin having seen 300 on Evans Lake on 
April 26, and Marion Hundley reporting 100 near 
Carrollton on May 1. Pied-billed Grebes, presumably 
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breeding, were in Preston and Jefferson Counties, 
W. Va., in June. 

Am. Egrets at Black Moshannon Lake, Pa., on April 
7 and at Beaver Lake, Ohio, on April 9 were early. 
Yellow-crowned Night Herons at Knoxville, Tenn., 
on May 16 (JCH), and at State College, Pa., on April 
17 (MW) were notable. There were no reports of 
Least Bitterns anywhere in the Region. 

Waterfowl—Near Warren, Pa., Johnson reported 
a flight of about 900 Canada Geese and about 250 
Whistling Swans on March 20, highly unusual away 
from open water. Observers from Tennessee to Penn- 
sylvania found Gadwalls in greater than usual num- 
bers; most other duck species, both dabblers and 
divers, were relatively scarce. At the new waterfowl 
breeding area near Point Pleasant, W. Va., J. C. 
Appel reported 8 pairs of nesting Wood Ducks, with 
60 young. White-winged Scoters, rare in spring in the 
Region, were reported near Youngstown, Ohio, on 
April 28 (Ray Marshall), and at Black Moshannon 
Lake, Pa., on May 1 (Mrs. Ruth Honey). Near Mor- 
gantown there was a good spring flight of Hooded 
Mergansers. 

Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds —Golden Eagles were 
reported from State College, Pa., by Curry on May 11, 
and from Salem, Ohio, on May 15 by Ray Marshall. 
Hall saw something of a spring hawk migration at 
Terra Alta, W. Va., on April 17. Ruffed Grouse seem 
definitely down over last year throughout the Region. 
Wild Turkeys had a disastrous winter, and are re- 
ported by Wayne Bailey as being at an unusual low 
in the West Virginia mountains. Bob-whites, on the 
other hand, are at something like peak numbers. 
Appel reports two broods near Point Pleasant out 
of the nest on May 18. 

Rails, Gallinules, Shorebirds —King and Virginia 
Rails in fair numbers are nesting in eastern West 
Virginia marshes (Clark Miller). One marsh in Jef- 
ferson Co., W. Va., has at least three nesting pairs 
of Florida Gallinules, unknown as breeding birds in 
the state until a few years ago. There was a fairly 
good shorebird migration, with more than usual re- 
ports of Black-bellied Plovers, both yellow-legs, Pec- 
toral and Solitary Sandpipers, and Upland Sandpipers. 
Am. Woodcocks were still “sky-dancing” actively on 
top of Cheat Mountain, Randolph Co., W. Va., on 
June 3 and 4 (Fred Brooks, MB). Miller found Wil- 
son’s Snipe in good numbers and remaining late near 
Altona Marsh, Jefferson Co., W. Va. 

Gulls and Terns.—Many observers commented on 
the migration of Ring-billed and Bonaparte’s Gulls. 
Max Carpenter, near Dayton, Va., found 88 Ring-bills 
on March 22. Three Bonaparte’s near Knoxville, 
Tenn., on March 20 were notable (JCH). Hall noted 
3 Common Terns, very rare locally, along the Monon- 
gahela River at Morgantown on May 1. On the same 
day Hundley saw 6 Caspian Terns at Atwood Reser- 
voir, Ohio. Black Terns were reported on two occa- 
sions near State College, Pa. (W. S. Clarke, Jr.). 

Cuckoos through Hummingbirds —Cuckoos were 
generally late, and in poor numbers, this despite a 
very heavy tent caterpillar outbreak. A Saw-whet Owl 
was calling in the “Blister Swamp” at the foot of 
Gaudineer Knob, Randolph Co., W. Va., on the 


evening of June 3 (FCB, MB). There appear to be 
more Common Nighthawks nesting on city buildings 
than ever before. Hummingbirds have been remark- 
ably scarce. 

Flycatchers, Swallows, Nuthatches—Crested Fly- 
catchers, like Eastern Kingbirds, are remarkably scarce 
in the Morgantown area. Least Flycatchers, however, 
are common and widely distributed, F. W. Behrend 
having found them at 5200 ft. in Tennessee on May 
22. Several observers reported Olive-sided Flycatchers 
in migration. Purple Martins were very late and scarce 
in some areas, entirely absent in others. Red-breasted 
Nuthatches, well-distributed all winter, remained at 
low elevations until late May, and seem abundant on 
their breeding grounds at high elevations. 

Wrens, Mockers, Thrushes—Winter Wrens, usually 
abundant in the high spruce country, are scarce this 
season. Bewick’s Wrens are missing from mafy locali- 
ties where they usually nest. Mockingbirds are farther 
north, and at higher elevations, than I have seen them 
before during the breeding season in northern West 
Virginia. On the evening of June 4, F. C. Brooks and 
the writer heard Veeries and Wood, Hermit, and 
Olive-backed Thrushes singing at the foot of Gaudi- 
neer Knob, Randolph Co., W. Va. 

Pipits.—It is of particular interest that Behrend, on 
high Tennessee-North Carolina grass balds where he 
studied wintering Snow Buntings, found migrating 
Savannah Sparrows on May 23, and migrating Water 
Pipits on May 8 and May 14. It seems remarkable 
that these open-country birds locate small grassland 
areas surrounded by miles of dense forests. 

Warblers —The wood warbler situation seemed to 
epitomize that of other migratory perching birds. Just 
when early migrants were moving into the Middle 
South, the killing freezes of late March came. No one 
who was not on the ground can imagine the destruc- 
tion to foliage on the trees, herbaceous plant life, and 
emerging insects. The over-all effect was to create 
a temporary desert through which migrating birds ap- 
parently found it difficult to pass. Nevertheless, the 
spring season yielded some interesting warbler occur- 
rences. 

A Prothonotary Warbler at State College, Pa., on 
May 12-20 was notable (MW). Miller found this 
species in unusual numbers along the Shenandoah 
River in Jefferson Co., W. Va. Orange-crowned 
Warblers were near Blacksburg, Va., on April 23 
and April 28 (EW). Concerning a flock of Myrtle 
Warblers that wintered at Elizabethton, Tenn., Hern- 
don writes, “They completely ignored my feeding tray 
until after the freeze of March 27. Shortly after that 


began . . . to eat heartily of black walnut meats and 
on some occasions . moist bread. I trapped and 
banded 15 of these using black walnut meats as 
bait.” 


A Cerulean Warbler at University Park, Pa., May 
7-12, was unusual (MW). Hundley located 5 singing 
male Prairie Warblers in Carroll Co., Ohio, on May 
1. Mourning Warblers were scarce in migration, and 
I was not able to locate any on nesting grounds in 
the West Virginia mountains. Am. Redstarts seem 
extraordinarily abundant. 

Orioles through Sparrows.——Four male Orchard 
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Orioles visited the State College, Pa., area on May 
7. Hundley reported 7 Brewer's Blackbirds in north- 
eastern Ohio on March 20. Blue Grosbeaks seem to 
be increasing both in numbers and range. A Dick- 
cissel was found near Blacksburg, Va., by J. W. 
Murray on March 24. On April 23, Hall found a 
flock of 8 crossbills in Randolph Co., W. Va. On the 
same date K. C. Parkes found a small flock in Cook 
Forest, Pa. Both flocks appeared to be Red Crossbills. 
A Leconte’s Sparrow remained in the same locality 
near Knoxville, Tenn., from Dec. 13 to April 16 
(JCH). White-throated Sparrows were scarce and 
late through the mountains—MAURICE BROOKS, 
West Virginia University, Morgantown, W. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—The 
month of March was marked by very cold weather. 
On March 26 a reading of 0° was the lowest for this 

date since the 
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occurred in 
March and in southeastern Michigan a 58 m.p.h. gale 
occurred on March 22 accompanied by snow and a 
sharp decrease in temperature. April and May, with 
few exceptions, were unusually dry and warm 
throughout the Region. The season, phenologically, 
was two weeks to a month early. In southeastern 
Michigan this was the “earliest spring since 1921” 
according to the Weather Bureau. At Dowagiac, Mich., 
the spring season was the earliest in 40 years. 

Loons and Grebes.—An immature Common Loon 
was a late migrant near Lapeer, Lapeer Co., Mich., 
on May 23 (D. A. and M. A. Zimmerman, Laurence 
Binford and Robert Kirby). Immatures are not often 
seen inland during spring migration. Common Loons 
were noted as early as April 18 at Seney National 
Wildlife Refuge in northern Michigan (C. J. Henry). 
Red-throated Loons were reported for Wisconsin as 
late as May 14 at Cedar Grove, Sheboygan Co. (Sam 
Robbins). Western Grebes were reported as far east 
as Ozaukee Co., Wis., on May 14 (Tom Soulen). 

Herons and Egrets—Am. Egrets were nesting in a 
colony of Great Blue Herons near Hastings, Dakota 
Co., Minn. (C. H. Asp). This is about the fourth 
report of Am. Egrets nesting in Minnesota. Single 
individuals were reported from several other localities 
in Minnesota. In Wisconsin where the Am. Egret is 
established as a breeding bird only at Horicon Marsh, 
Dodge Co., there were nine reports of one or two 
individuals from as many counties. During May about 
35 Am. Egrets were present in a Great Blue and 
Black-crowned Night Heron colony on Stoney Island 
at Detroit, Mich. A Snowy Egret complete with plume 
was spotted in a slough in Kalamazoo Co., Mich., on 
May 21 (Hall). 
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Waterfowl_—At Baraga, Baraga Co., Mich., a flock 
of Whistling Swans arrived about April 20 and te. 
mained about a week, with a peak population of 149 
(Arthur Peters). Whistling Swans were reported as 
early as March 10 on Lake St. Clair near Detroit, 
Mich., where they reached a peak population of 335 
on April 4 (Senghas). In Minnesota, Whistling 
Swans were first seen in the St. Paul—Minneapolis area 
on April 3 (Mary Lupient). Although most reporters 
did not comment on an increase or decrease in water. 
fowl this negative report was received from Necedah 
National Wildlife Refuge, Juneau, Wis.: “A decrease 
from previous spring migratory populations of water. 
fowl was noted this year . . .; Canada Geese num. 
bered only 550 compared with the usual 2500-3000 in 
previous years. Blues and [Lesser] Snows were en. 
tirely absent whereas in previous years 150-300 would 
make a week's stop-over. Ducks followed the same 
pattern” (Edward J. Smith, Jr.). At Seney Refuge, 
Mich., Canada Geese first appeared on March 9 
(Henry). An immature Harlequin Duck and 4 White. 
winged Scoters were seen in Ozaukee County, Wis, 
on March 5 (Soulen). A male (and maybe a female) 
European Widgeon was observed at Goose Pond, 
Columbia Co., Wis., from April 30 to May 8 (G. W. 
Foster, et al.) and another male in Adams Co., on 
May 15 (Sam Robbins). A male Canvas-back seen on 
May 6 at Seney Refuge, Mich., was the third record 
in 6 years (Henry). A Barrow’s Golden-eye was 
surely identified with a 40x scope (at 100 yards) 
among a group of Am. Golden-eyes in Ramsey 
County, Minn., on March 27 (Tilford Moore). In 
southwestern Minnesota hundreds of migrating ducks 
perished in the cold spell around March 26. Many 
were frozen into the ice; others died from starvation 
and predation. The peak of the waterfowl migration 
at Mud Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Holt, Mar- 
shall Co., Minn., was during the week of April 10 
to 16 (John C. Carlsen). 

Gallinaceous Birds —A report for the winter season 
mentioned that none of the wild Turkeys liberated at 
the Necedah Refuge was found during the winter 
census. On May 17 one was heard gobbling near the 
north end of the Refuge (Smith). 

Shorebirds.—Although no great numbers were seen, 
a variety of unusual species was reported. There were 
many scattered reports of both Am. Golden Plover 
and Black-bellied Plover. About 100 Black-bellied 
Plover were seen in the Erie Marshes, Monroe Co., 
Mich., on May 20 (R. Butsch). A flock of 30 Am. 
Golden Plover and about a half dozen Black-bellied 
Plover was observed in Kalamazoo County, Mich. 
about mid-April (Mrs. Gladys S. Hall). Am. Golden 
Plover were first observed in Wisconsin on April 15 
at Goose Pond, Columbia Co. (H. Winkler), and last 
seen in the same place on May 18 (Mrs. R. A. 
Winkler). In between those dates there were reports 
of as high as 150. Black-bellied Plover were first seen 
in Wisconsin on May 15 in Adams County, and again 
on May 20 (Robbins). A single bird was seen in 
Dane County, Wis., May 18 (Foster) and 4 in 
Columbia County, May 21 (Mrs. R. A. Walker, 
Foster, et al.). Two Black-bellied Plover were seen 
at Frontenac, Goodhue Co., Minn., on May 15 by 
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members of the Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union. One 
Black-bellied Plover was seen as late as May 28 in 
Anoka County, Minn. (J. A. Jarosz). Hudsonian 
Curlews were seen at Metropolitan Beach, Macomb 
Co., Mich.; 15 on May 25 and 21 on May 28 (Hop- 
kins). A (Western) Willet was observed in Dane 
County, Wis., on May 11 (Mrs. R. A. Walker) and 
2 in Sheboygan County, Wis., on May 15 (Harold 
Keepman, ef al.) and one on May 29 (Soulen). This 
is east of its normal range. Six Red Knots, of which 
one was collected, were observed in the Erie Marshes, 
Monroe Co., Mich., on May 20 (R. Butsch). Hud- 
sonian Godwits, uncommoon in this area, were re- 
ported from 2 places in Wisconsin, one in Dane 
County, April 27 and 28 (Mrs. R. A. Walker, et al.) 
and one from Columbia County, May 23 (S. Paul 
Jones ). 

Gulls —An Iceland Gull was observed at Milwau- 
kee, Wis., on March 5 (Soulen). 

Barn Swallows —Barn Swallows were observed on 
April 10, the second earliest date in 25 years, at 
Dowagiac, Cass Co., Mich. (Isaac R. Hunter). 

Jays—The Detroit Audubon Society has been 
working on the fall migration path of Blue Jays 
through its area and this spring brought the first 
evidence of a heavy flight comparable to the fall 
migration. The migration was early, occurring mainly 
from April 22 to 30 in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb 
Counties. The heaviest migration was reported from 
Macomb County, on April 28, 29 and 30 when “thou- 
sands’ of Blue Jays in loose flocks of 20 to 50 were 
seen all day on the 3 successive days. The birds fol- 
lowed a narrow, well-defined path, apparently cross- 
ing Lake St. Clair (Saum, fide Senghas). 

Warblers —tIn the Detroit, Mich., area the warbler 
migration was disappointing with few warblers ob- 
served and no waves. There was no report of Brew- 
ster's Warblers from the Detroit area in contrast to 
positive reports for the two previous years. Golden- 
winged and Blue-winged Warblers were observed on 
their territory by May 12! (Mrs. Neil T. Kelley). 
Also from southeastern Michigan, in Lapeer County, 
came this report: “The spring migration in south- 
eastern Michigan has been queer. Like last year it 
started early . mid-May was poor . . . there was 
a late flight” (Zimmerman). Magnolia and Black- 
burnian Warblers and Oven-birds were migrating as 
late as May 25 in Lapeer County, Mich. A Black- 
throated Blue Warbler (female) was banded on May 
20 in Lapeer County, where there are less than 10 rec- 
ords in 15 years. (Zimmerman). Warblers straggled 
through the Kalamazoo, Mich., area with no pro- 
nounced “waves” (Hall). A Brewster's Warbler was 
seen and heard singing at the same site in Adams 
County, Wis., on May 12, 15, and 24 (Robbins). A 
Kentucky Warbler was observed at Madison, Wis., on 
May 23 (Foster). Connecticut Warblers were first 
heard singing on May 22, 514 miles north of Ewen, 
Ontonagon Co., Mich., where they were heard in 
June and July last year (Peters). There were no 
reports of Worm-eating Warblers, Yellow-breasted 
Chats or Hooded Warblers from Wisconsin in 1955. 
All were reported in 1954 (Foster). In Minnesota no 
large waves of warblers were reported. The annual 


field trip to Frontenac, Goodhue Co., in the middle 
of May is timed for the warbler migration, but this 
year was not productive. A Black-throated Blue 
Warbler was seen at Roberts’ Bird Sanctuary, Lake 
Harriet, Hennepin Co., Minn., on May 12 (Mary 
Lupient). The peak of the Myrtle Warbler migration 
in the Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn., area was the 
second week of May. It was later and lighter than 
usual (Lupient). 

Tanagers and Grosbeaks—A Western Tanager 
was reported from Madison, Wis., on May 8 (Roy 
Lound) and May 12 (Mrs. Janet Ela). Neither ob- 
server was aware of the other's report and both 
observers are familiar with the bird in its normal 
range. The reports of lingering Evening Grosbeaks 
were surprising. From the Detroit area there were 3 
reports; 3 were seen at Algonac, April 20; 5 at 
Algonac, March 7 (Jasper); and 17 at Davisburg on 
March 26 (O'Reilly). In Kalamazoo Co., Mich., Eve- 
ning Grosbeaks remained until May 15 and in greater 
numbers than in previous years (Hall). At Ewen, 
Ontonagon Co.. Mich., a flock of 9 was observed on 
May 16 (Arthur Peters)—surprising with an early 
spring! In Wisconsin they were seen in Sauk County, 
as late as April 4 (Robbins) and in Polk Co., as 
late as May 11 (Harvey L. Gunderson). Although 
most Pine Grosbeaks had departed by mid-March, an 
immature bird was observed in Sheboygan County, 
Wis., on May 15 (Carl Fristers). 

Sparrows—Two adult Harris’s Sparrows were 
spotted in a flock of White-crowned and Gambel’s 
Sparrows at Madison, Wis., on May 8 and remained 
through May 11 (Mrs. Florence Anderson). Lapland 
Longspurs were seen in Kalamazoo County, after the 
March 26 storm. This was the first time in many 
years (Hall) —Harvey L. GUNDERSON, Museum of 
Natural History, Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—Until 
the middle of April the spring migration followed 
the usual pattern; nearly uniform and windless 
weather after 
that date pro- 
duced a_ season 
that was pleasant 
for hiking but 
was the least 
fruitful that mid- 
dlewestern bird 
observers can re- 
member. The first 
migrants began 
arriving with 
moderating weather in the third week of February. 
March was typical (some 7 cold fronts followed by 
warmer periods) until a well-marked front began to 
pass through on the 22nd. There followed a week in 
which temperatures at their lowest were near zero, 
with a half foot or so of snow in many places; Am. 
Robins, at least, suffered somewhat at this time. With 
the beginning of April winds shifted to the south, 
thermometers rose while cold fronts were weak, and 
vegetation began to advance increasingly beyond its 
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average seasonal stage of development. By the end of 
the month temperatures had at some points exceeded 
daily averages by as much as 10 degrees and plants 
were from 10 days to a month ahead of schedule. As 
a result, the sparrow migration was generally poor, 
and the movement of warblers and such associated 
species as Least Flycatchers was almost undetectec. 
So extreme was this condition that large organized 
groups in mid-May could report no warblers except 
summer residents, and some correspondents were 
searching their memories to recall catastrophes (é.g., 
the autumn hurricanes, collisions with television 
towers, the late-March cold spell) which might have 
decimated entire species. The favorable weather con- 
ditions that were surely responsible for the disap- 
pointing flight may also account for the impression 
received by many that the birds came through late. 
If most birds passed unobserved, it is to be expected 
that a species might be seen only at the peak of its 
flight and that its early and late migrants might 
escape notice. Milton Trautman found this to be the 
case on South Bass Island, Ohio; ordinarily common 
birds were seen in greatly reduced numbers and over 
a short span of time that coincided with the peak 
dates in years of heavy migration. If there was a flight 
that may be called a general wave, it occurred on 
May 10 following a day of relative cold and of rain. 
There were, of course, other days when warblers were 
seen, but the variety of dates mentioned suggests that 
movements were very local. 

Divers —Both Common Loons and Horned Grebes 
were seen in.sub-normal numbers. An Eared Grebe 
appeared at East St. Louis, IIl., on April 2 (J. Earl 
Comfort), and the much rarer Western Grebe was 
observed under favorable conditions at Bloomington, 
Ind., on April 2 (Charles Keller, fide Henry West) 
and at Glencoe, Ill., on April 7 (Laurence Binford). 

Pelicans —An unusual spring flight of 30 White 
Pelicans took place on April 24 at Quincy, Ill. (T. E. 
Musselman ). 

Anhinga.—The present range of the Anhinga barely 
extends as far as this Region, so a report of 2 birds 
on May 8 in Missouri is of special interest. Oscar 
Hawksley saw them on the Niangua River, 10 miles 
south of Lake Niangua. 

Herons, etc—An Am. Egret on March 9 at De- 
catur, Ill., is an exceptionally early date (Jerry 
Chaniot). In St. Charles, Mo., Victor Blasavic (fide 
Comfort) saw a Cattle Egret on April 19, and suc- 
ceeded in taking color photographs of the bird. In a 
marsh in the same Missouri county, Dick Anderson 
(fide Comfort) watched a Glossy Ibis on May 22. 

Waterfowl—tn general the waterfowl migration 
was normal. Southerly winds on Feb. 19 brought the 
first Canada Goose flights to several places. The bulk 
of the 40.000 geese that wintered at Crab Orchard 
Wildlife Refuge in southern Illinois departed in late 
March, and the last one in mid-April (Lee Bush). 
Mallards, Blacks, and Pintails began to move, too, in 
mid-February; Karl Bednarik (fide Cleveland Bird 
Calendar) detected the first migration into Magee 
Marsh in northern Ohio on a southwest wind on Feb. 
14. The peak of the exodus of wintering ducks was 
in about the third week of March, and a large 
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Lesser Scaup flight (14,000 at Crab Orchard, Bush) 
occurred on March 16. Two unusual records from 
St. Louis are a male Cinnamon Teal on March 19 in 
St. Charles County, and a hybrid Blue-Cinnamop 
trapped by Bruce Dowling at the Busch Sanctuary, 
now on display at the municipal zoo. Rarest of al] 
waterfowl records was that of an Am. Brant seen on 
May 1 by Trautman at South Bass Island; he was 
within 50 feet of the bird, which was in company 
with Mallards and Blacks. : 

Hawks.—The first hawk flight reported in sufficient 
detail to be included here is of 25 Broad-wings seen 
on April 17 at Decatur (Richard Sandburg, fide 
Robert Kirby). Interestingly, 3 flights were observed 
on April 23: Sarah Jo Springer saw 21 birds of 5 
or more species in a 2-hour period at Moberly, Mo.: 
Raymond Grow (fide Ted Chandik) saw some 275, 
predominantly Broad-wings, over the Indiana Dunes: 
and Paul A. Davis reported about 100 during 2 hours, 
moving north on a south wind at Gray Summit, 
Franklin Co., Mo. About half of Davis’ birds were 
Broad-wings, a quarter of them Cooper's, with 5 
other species, including an Osprey and a Peregrine 
Falcon, comprising the remainder. The latest flight 
reported was of 30 hawks moving west along the 
Lake Michigan shore of the Indiana Dunes on May 
14 on a northeast wind (Charles Clark). A series 
of reports of Swainson’s Hawks considerably exceeds 
the usual numbers for the Region; between April 24 
and June 3, there were 6 seen at scattered points in 
Missouri and Iowa. 

Rails —West and others found a Yellow Rail in a 
wet stubble field in Newton County, Ind., on April 2. 

Shorebirds—In general the shorebird movement 
was less striking than that of last year, although 
Pectoral Sandpipers were present in great numbers 
(e.g., 2500 on April 8 at McGinnis Slough, Orland, 
Ill—Binford); and most localities reported some 
of such rare late May migrants as Ruddy Turnstones 
(e.g., 35 on May 30 at Chicago—Karl Bartel), 
White-rumped Sandpipers (e.g., 8 on May 24 at Co- 
lumbus, Ohio—Edward S. Thomas), and, west of 
the Mississippi, Godwits (e.g., both the Marbled and 
Hudsonian on April 20 in St. Charles County, Mo.— 
Dowling). Especially noteworthy are 500 Red-backed 
Sandpipers at Genoa, Ohio, on May 20 (Laurel Van 
Camp); a Baird’s Sandpiper on April 8 at Orland 
and a dowitcher on April 9 at Willow Slough, Ind., 
both of these early records by Binford; and an Am. 
Avocet at Amana Lake, Iowa, on May 8 (F. W. 
Kent). 

Gulls and Terns.—These birds received little com- 
ment. Kurt Wesseling (fide Comfort) found 2 
Franklin’s Gulls on May 30 north of the Alton Dam 
on the Mississippi River. Black Terns were present 
in thousands in the St. Louis area on the same date. 
Chaniot observed 3 Least Terns on May 28 over Lake 
Decatur. 

Cuckoos.—This was another of those years when 
the cuckoos appeared very late. Many observers re- 
ported both species as rare or absent, but by June 
those judgments would probably have required te- 
vision. Chandler Robbins found Yellow-bills very 
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common at the end of May in Missouri and southern 
Illinois. 

Woodpeckers —There are conflicting accounts of 
the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. It was scarce at St. 
Louis, Chicago, and in central Indiana; but Hugh 
Schaefer found numbers high at Cleveland. 

Flycatchers—A Western Kingbird appeared at 
Sioux City, lowa, on May 15 (R. M. Hays). 

Crows.—Because Am. Crows are found throughout 
most of their range even in winter, it is easy to 
overlook the fact that many of them migrate. Bednarik 
(fide Cleveland Bird Calendar) witnessed a flight of 
5000 crows moving along the Lake Erie shore on 
Feb. 14; and 200 a day passed South Bass Island 
during the height of the migration, Feb. 28-March 
10 (Trautman). 

Chickadees.—Trautman first noticed the northward 
return flight of Black-capped Chickadees on April 
10; between the 15th and 30th as many as 40 a day 
were recorded, and the last bird was observed on 
May 5. In other years migrants have been noted only 
during the first half of May. 

Thrushes—Am. Robins moved north ja large 
numbers on Feb. 25 and 26. One month later the 
late March storm killed or disabled enough of them 
to attract a good deal of newspaper and radio atten- 
tion. Among those found dead at Cincinnati was an 
individual of the Black-backed race, which breeds in 
Newfoundland and eastern Quebec. The bird was 
determined by Harry Oberholser and placed in the 
University of Cincinnati Museum (Sven Sjodahl). 
There was wide agreement that Hermit and Olive- 
backed Thrushes were far below average in numbers 
(e.g., Bartel saw 2 Hermits as against 100 in 1954); 
and most people found no Gray-cheeks. These latter 
statements are perhaps not applicable to Iowa. 

Kinglets —Throughout most of the Region there 
were exceedingly poor flights of both species of king- 
lets, some active observers missing one or the other 
altogether. 

Warblers—As indicated, a discussion of warblers 
is essentially a catalog of negatives. Among the 
usually common species most generally reported to 
have been scarce or absent were Black and White, 
Magnolia, Blackburnian, Chestnut-sided, Black-poll, 
Oven-bird, and Am. Redstart. Here and there Ten- 
nessees, Palms, and Myrtles were found in good num- 
bers, although at Des Moines Woodward Brown 
noted the Myrtle as almost entirely missing. On the 
positive side, Mrs. C. R. Wagner observed a Kirt- 
land's Warbler on May 29 near Utica, Ohio. 

Blackbirds —The great Red-wing and grackle flights 
began in late February, reaching their peaks on Feb. 
28 and during the next 3 or 4 days. Trautman found 
Ottawa County's first Brewer's Blackbird on Feb. 22 
at South Bass Island, Ohio. 

Fringillids —For the northern finches that invaded 
the Region so spectacularly last winter, latest depar- 
ture dates were: Evening Grosbeak, May 6, Lan- 
caster, Ohio (Charles R. Goslin); Red Crossbill, 
May 14, near Cleveland (Schaefer); White-winged 
Crossbill, May 27, Cincinnati (R. Oliver, fide 
Sjodahl ). 

Of the usual spring migrant sparrows, the reports 


are simply too conflicting to admit of summary. 
Perhaps half the correspondents, for example, felt 
that White-throated, Fox, and Lincoln’s Sparrows 
were much less common than usual and half reached 
the opposite conclusion—and this without regard to 
the observers’ locations. If anything can be said 
safely, it is that mumbers and dates were average 
until mid-April and that thereafter the picture be- 
came confused, with a considerable tendency for the 
late migrants to be scarce. Purple Finches, it is gen- 
erally agreed, had an exceptionally good flight 
throughout April, the peak dates ranging from April 
13 (Mrs. O. R. Johnson, Columbia, Mo.) to April 
30 (Robert Gregory, Mooresville, Ind.) 

Several rarer fringillids of interest were a Blue 
Grosbeak at Quincy, IIl., on May 22 (Musselman), 
a Harris's Sparrow on April 2 on South Bass Island, 
Ohio (Trautman), and very large numbers of Smith's 
Longspurs in Missouri (12 on March 26, Moberly— 
Springer), Indiana (35 in Newton Co., April 9— 
Binford), and Ohio (55 on March 19 at Oxford, 
Emerson Kemsies and Worth Randle, fide Sjodahl ).— 
VAL NOLAN, Jr., R. R. No. 10, North Fee Lane, 
Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—In contrast to 
last year’s dry April and cool May, the present period 
was wet and warm. After the late freeze of March 
26-27, no well- 
marked cold 
fronts devel- 
oped. In 
weather, 








such 
those 
of us who 
study birds 
near the Gulf 
coast expect 
that most of 
the transient 
land bird 
movement will slip by unseen. Actual results, though 
mediocre, were in many respects better than an- 
ticipated. 

Inland Migration in the Hiatus—In a way, the 
term “coastal hiatus’ so often used in our accounts 
of spring migration is a misleading one. It suggests 
that the coast proper is a poor place to look for 
returning land birds. In reality there is no other 
part of the Region, or perhaps of the world, where 
visual evidences of migration are more spectacular. 
But these evidences, though not infrequent, are inter- 
mittent. They materialize, according to tradition, 
only when flying conditions are unfavorable. At such 
times flights hundreds of miles long are likely to pile 
up on a shallow front extending only a few miles 
back from the shore. Migration waves are generated, 
which when released vault over much of the coastal 
plain. Thus there is a broad belt of habitat some 
20 to 100 miles inland that tends to be vacant of 
grounded transients both in good weather and bad. 
This is the real heart of the hiatus. And never has 
it lived up to its dismal reputation more dismally 
than in the spring of 1955. Even the well-watched city 
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parks of New Orleans failed to produce report of a 
single non-breeding, non-wintering species. Daily 
checks at Baton Rouge’s new 1001-foot television 
tower from April 20 to May 20 (A. Wolfson, G. H. 
Lowery, RJN) yielded a grand total of more than 
100 dead migrants representing 17 species. But of 
these only the following could be classed as “key” 
transients (nocturnally-migrating land birds that 
neither winter regularly in the Region nor breed in 
the coastal counties): a Gray-cheeked Thrush, 3 Ten- 
nessee Warblers, 2 Chestnut-sided Warblers, an Oven- 
bird, 3 Am. Redstarts, and a Scarlet Tanager. The 
Red-eyed Vireo, a species that nests at Baton Rouge, 
supplied the bulk of the specimens; it far outnum- 
bered all other migrants on the first day and was 
still the most numerous species on the last day, a 
month later. More than 60% of the casualties occurred 
during the succession of cloudy nights from April 20 
to 24. In the clear weather of early May, when no 
birds were picked up at the tower, telescopic counts 
of migrants passing before the moon revealed fair to 
good flights (up to a bird a minute) in the hours 
immediately following sunset. And day by day, as the 
woods remained empty of transients, the return of 
nesting birds from the tropics lacked color only be- 
cause it was so uneventfully normal. 

Migration at the Coast-—While birds in the inland 
part of the hiatus were conforming so perfectly to 
pattern, events on the shores of the Gulf itself played 
havoc with prediction. Confidently looking forward 
to a record-breaking pile-up of incoming migrants 
during the late March cold wave, coastal observers 
had been shocked at the emptiness of woods and 
cheniers. Now, at the beginning of April, as light to 
drenching rains fell along the margins of the Gulf, 
their sense of disaster deepened. J. L. Dorn and T. J. 
Hatrel on the Mississippi coast (April 1); B. M. 
Myers and party at Grand Isle, La. (April 2); F. M. 
Weston at Pensacola (April 3), and J. P. Gee at 
Cameron (April 3) noted no key transients and few 
migrant land birds of any kind. Yet, in spite of this 
discouraging start and without benefit of pronounced 
cold fronts, the season eventually produced coastal 
records of 31 key species, represented by more than 
700 individuals. A majority of these birds (404 indi- 
viduals, 29 species) were recorded in the Cameron 
area by R. R. Rudolph, M. B. Eyster, and Gee from 
April 20 to 24, a period of southerly winds and 
partly cloudy skies, without rain or frontal activity! 
The remainder were scattered over 16 dates extending 
from April 9 to May 19. Good lists, with 5 or more 
species of key transients, were contributed by Pensa- 
cola (April 10 and 26, May 1—FMW), the Missis- 
sippi Gulf coast (May 19—JLD, TJH), Grand Isle 
(April 9—JLD, TJH), and Cameron (second-best 
flight of the season, April 9 and 10—Dr. and Mrs. 
R. W. Krebs). A real novelty was an account of 
migration on the Alabama coast near Fort Morgan, 
April 30—May 1 Henry M. Sfevenson, Ben and Sylvia 
Berkowitz). It mentioned 29 key transients of 13 
species, most notably including a Black-billed Cuckoo 
and single Blue-winged and Bay-breasted Warblers. 
Three hours of field work by Stevenson on May 1 at 
Elberta, Ala., 10 miles from the Gulf, brought records 
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of 5 key species, represented by 12 individuals, a better 
flight of transients than any that the observer has 
seen this far inland in Florida. All in all, there seems 
to have been at least as much visible migration at 
the coast as in the spring of 1954, though the grand 
total of key transients for the whole period barely 
matched the 2-day record of April 19-20, 1953, at 
Cameron alone. 

Migration Beyond the Hiatus.—In March the rapid 
movement of birds into the northern half of the 
Region brought many early records of species whose 
arrival dates in the southern half had been only 
average. After the late cold wave, results were ex. 
tremely varied: Tyler, Tex.—good influx in May, 
climaxed with records of 15 species of warblers on 
May 15 (O. C. Sheffield); Shreveport, La—tittle 
coverage in April, little transient migration in May 
(H. H. Jeter); Arkansas and western Tennessee—no 
report; Rosedale, Miss., area—big waves behind 
schedule, good numbers of transients on April 24 and 
May 1, with hundreds of Tennessee Warblers on the 
latter date (M. G. Vaiden); northern Alabama— 
continuing early arrivals, long stay-overs, many late 
departures, all contributing to a remarkable season 
(T. A. Imhof) ; Nashville area—thin migration (Mrs, 
K. A. Goodpasture). In the vicinity of Birmingham, 
the following species were observed later than ever 
before, in larger numbers than ever, or over a longer 
period than ever, in many cases all three: many 
warblers (most notably the Black-poll and Cape 
May), the Baltimore Oriole, the Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak, and the Purple Finch (TAI). Imhof’s guess is 
that the deficiency in insects and buds caused by the 
March freeze made it difficult for many migrants, 
especially treetop feeders, to find food, thereby delay- 
ing their northward progress. A fine analysis sub- 
mitted by H. C. Monk, who has been making daily 
observations for 9 years in the small urban area of 
Acklen and Centennial Parks at Nashville, makes a 
striking contrast. His tabulation for 15 species of non- 
breeding, non-wintering warblers shows only 57 
record-days, a low for the 9 years. The previous low 
was 74 in 1948; the high, 147 in 1951; and last 
year’s figure, 97. By this index, Black-polls were at 
their lowest ebb in 9 years, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 
at their second lowest! 

Summation.—The most pronounced feature of the 
migration was its spottiness. While rain, turbulence, 
cloudiness, and headwinds are each alone capable of 
forcing migrants to earth, they are more local, and 
at the same time more subtle, in their effects than 
strong cold fronts that sweep across the whole Region, 
bringing several or all of these factors in combination. 
Consequently, in seasons like the present one, reports 
are less likely to agree as to the timing and density 
of the visible flights. Indeed, observers working sim- 
ultaneously in essentially the same locality can view 
the migration quite differently. Gee and Eyster, cover- 
ing cheniers and thickets on the seaward side of the 
Cameron marshes, April 23-24, found 68 key trans- 
ients of 11 species and emphasized how scattered and 
“quiet-acting’”” they were. Rudolph, 15 miles away 
in the woods on the landward side of the same 
marshes, saw birds in greater variety and density and 
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was impressed by their shyness and speed of move- 
ment. Perhaps we have here the first observational 
support for a theory which holds that incoming trans- 
Gulf migrants must fly over the coast and the adjacent 
marshes in fair weather immediately to light and 
become lost in the extensive woodlands on the other 
side. In the mildly unfavorable weather of April 
23-24, most of the birds may have flown on to the 
better feeding grounds inland, while only the very 
exhausted ones pitched down to the first land. Other 
seemingly contradictory circumstances can be easily— 
if not confidently—fitted into rational sequence. The 
long dalliance of transients that made the migration 
at Birmingham so interesting may have been the very 
factor that made the season at Nashville, directly to 
the north, so drab. 

Ibis through Ducks—An imm. White Ibis was ob- 
served at Wallace Lake near Shreveport on May 1 
and again on May 8 (HHJ). These are the first 
spring records for the species in northern Louisiana. 
Early in April, after the nesting activities of many 
water birds were well under way, the rookery at 
Shell Hill on Sabine Refuge was abandoned. Shell 
Hill is the usual nesting site for our small population 
of Roseate Spoonbills. This year these birds were 
not seen there at all. On May 6, however, spoon- 
bills appeared for the first time in a large rookery in 
Lacassine Bayou. By May 12 at least 24 were present 
and thought to be nesting there (RRR). On May 18, 
on a small island in Calcasieu Lake just north of 
Cameron, 35 more spoonbills were counted (RRR, 
J. R. Walther). At least 4 pairs of these birds were 
believed to be nesting in the salt-cedars there. The 
combined total for both localities is the highest 
Louisiana count in four years. More than the usual 
number of ducks remained into the period. Several 
of the records were individually noteworthy: 2 Gad- 
walls at Marion, Ala., on April 9 (Miss A. L. Mc- 
Collough), 2nd latest spring departure for Alabama, 
and 2 others at Apalachicola, Fla., on May 7 (HMS, 
Mary Ann Joyner, W. D. Reese); a Green-winged 
Teal at Sabine Refuge on April 27 (RRR), latest 
ever for the state in spring by 5 days; a flock of 10 
Shovellers at Pensacola on April 24 (FMW), latest 
ever recorded there by 1 day; a female Buffle-head at 
the same locality on May 8 and 9 (FMW), latest by 
2 days: and an Am. Golden-eye at Reelfoot Lake, 
Tenn., on April 8 (R. M. Eiseman). 

Vultures and Rails —For some unexplained reason 
the number of Black Vultures in the Pensacola area 
has been dwindling for nearly a year. In spite of 
many field trips, Weston saw only 2 in April and 
one in May. An adult Swallow-tailed Kite was ob- 
served near Finchburg, Ala., April 26 (W. Collin). 
The Mississippi Kite turned up at 2 unusual locali- 
ties—Radnor Lake, Tenn., on April 9 (J. C. Ogden) 
and Elberta, Ala., on May 1 (HMS). At Fairfield, 
Ala., Imhof recorded two members of the rail family 
new to Jefferson Co.: a King Rail on April 19 and 
20 and Purple Gallinules on April 28 (1 bird) and 
May 12 (2 birds). The Sora lingered in northern Ala- 
bama later than ever before; single birds were seen 
at Fairfield, May 12 (TAI) and at Wheeler Refuge on 
May 18 (E. Cypert), the latter the latest ever in 





Alabama in spring. 

Shorebirds and Terns.—Shorebird flights, which 
lack the phantom qualities of transient land-bird mi- 
gration, were exceptionally good both on the coast 
and inland. Heavy rainfall over the Region was 
probably a factor in many of the records that follow. 
Piping Plover: 1 at Buena Vista Marsh, April 9 
(C. M. Weise), first ever recorded in Nashville area. 
Ringed Plover: 5 at Legion Lake, Miss., May 22 
(MGV), latest ever in Rosedale area in spring. Am. 
Golden Plover: 2 on Sabine Refuge, May 2 (RRR), 
first May record for Louisiana; injured bird collected 
at Lake Beulah, Miss., May 24 (MGV). Upland 
Sandpiper: 1 to 2 present at Birmingham from April 
6 to the late date of May 9 (TAI and others); 2 at 
Fort Morgan, April 30 (HMS), possible first record 
for Alabama coast. Spotted Sandpiper: 1 at Pensacola, 
April 3 (FMW), earliest ever recorded there by 2 days; 
2 at Bayview Lake, May 30, and 2 more at Fairfield, 
May 31 (TAI), all later than previous latest departure 
date for Birmingham area. Willet: 9 photographed at 
Marion, Ala., in mid-April (ALM), first inland 
spring record in Alabama since 1946. Red-backed 
Sandpiper: 1 in Shreveport area, May 28-29 (HHJ), 
second spring record in north Louisiana. Dowitcher: 
4 on May 8 and 1 on May 12 in Buena Vista Marsh 
(CMW), making this the second spring of known 
occurrence in the Nashville area. Stilt Sandpiper: 2 at 
Fort Morgan, April 30 (HMS), possible second 
record for Alabama coast. On April 25, D. C. Hulse 
secured the first spring record of the Caspian Tern 
in the Decatur area of northern Alabama. 

Doves and Goatsuckers—At Johnsons Bayou in 
Cameron Parish, on April 6, a Ground Dove was 
flushed from a nest containing two young birds (RRR, 
JRW). The observation ends years of search for posi- 
tive evidence that this uncommon summer resident 
actually breeds in Louisiana. A Chuck-will’s-widow 
heard on March 27 at Auburn (H. G. Good) is 
Alabama's earliest ever by 3 days; another heard at 
Birmingham on April 6 (Mrs. J. H. Williamson) is 
the earliest for the northern part of the state. Obser- 
vation of a Common Nighthawk at Republic, Alla., 
April 6 (TAI) tied the previous record arrival for 
the state and preceded the return of the species to 
coastal Pensacola by 4 days. 

Flycatchers and Swallows—The Gray Kingbird 
appeared at Pensacola on April 17, which is 4 days 
earlier than ever before (FMW). An Eastern Phoebe 
was seen 714 miles north of Shreveport on May 28 
(HHJ), far beyond the previous latest departure date 
for Louisiana. This was 3 weeks after a pair of 
Eastern Phoebes at Lookout Mt., Ala., were feeding 
fully-fledged young (TAI). A phoebe singing by a 
concrete bridge 4 miles south of Annona, Tex., on 
May 24, acted as though it had a nest (OCS). Two 
Barn Swallows at Bayview Lake, May 30 (TAI) are 
the latest ever for Birmingham by 2 days. Another 
was seen on the same date in Montgomery, Ala. (J. 
Keeler). Discovery of Barn Swallows nesting on 
April 10 in a culvert one mile northwest of John- 
town, Tex., and only about 70 miles from the Louis- 
iana line (HHJ, RJN), inspired a systematic search 
of culverts in the Shreveport area (HHJ). No nests 
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were found. The previous early arrival date for Cliff 
Swallows in Louisiana (April 15) was twice ex- 
ceeded this spring—on April 9 at Hackberry (Krebs) 
and on April 2 at Grand Isle (BMM). 

Thrushes, Vireos, Warblers —Thrushes, which con- 
sistently rate as the most visible of key transients, 
made fine showings this spring. An Olive-back at 
Birmingham, May 26 (TAI), was the latest ever for 
Alabama by 4 days; and Veeries were heard singing 
at Tyler, Tex., up until May 22 (OCS). Four Bell's 
Vireos, more migrants of this species than have been 
seen in Louisiana in all previous springs combined, 
were recorded at Cameron in April (2 on the 9th, 
1 on the 10th—Krebs; 1 on the 24th—RRR). The 
Philadelphia Vireo arrived far ahead of schedule not 
only in Louisiana (2 on April 9 at Cameron—Krebs) 
but also in Alabama (1 at Gadsden, April 6—Mrs. 
Clark). Observation at close range of a 4 
Lawrence’s Warbler at Marion, Ala. April 16 
(ALM), stands as the first state record of this hybrid. 
Such interest attaches to Bachman’s Warbler that it 
seems worthwhile to make tardy note of a report of 
this species at Gadsden, Ala., on April 23, 1954 
(Mrs. E. Clark). All field marks, including the ven- 
triloquial buzzy trill, were noted. This is the first 
record for the state since 1939. Alabama's earliest 
Cape May Warbler ever was seen at Auburn, April 2 
(HCG) and two more were noted at the same place 
exactly 4 weeks later (HCG, TAI). The Black- 
throated Blue Warbler, a rare bird in the Region, 
was recorded at Grand Isle, La., May 13 (collected 
—AW ) and at Basin Spring, Tenn., May 15 (JCO). 
A Black-poll Warbler was reported in S. Limestone 
Co., Ala., on April 8 (DCH). A Connecticut Warbler 
tarried at the residence of Mrs. Laskey in Nashville 
for 2 days (May 18 and 19). 

Orioles through Sparrows.—The Baltimore Oriole 
arrived at Birmingham on April 7 (Mrs. H. H. 
Wright), 3 days earlier than ever before, and re- 
mained until May 11 (J. B. Sullivan III), 4 days 
later than ever before. Its arrival farther to the south 
at Century, Fla., on the later date of April 10 (Mrs. 
A. L. Whigham) was also 3 days earlier than ever 
before. Another adult ¢ Bullock’s Oriole was seen 
at New Orleans, April 11 (O. B. Miles), 3 days 
late for Louisiana. In DeSoto Park, Ala., on May 7, 
Sullivan observed an estimated 100 Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks. The species remained at Birmingham 
until the record-breaking late date of May 18 (Mrs. 
Wright). A belated and unexpected postscript to the 
winter's influx of boreal birds was provided by a 4 
and 3 Q Evening Grosbeaks noted 3 times in 2 
hours on April 16 at Gadsden, Ala., by Clark, Snead, 
and others. This is, of course, the first regord for the 
state. A very tame Grasshopper Sparrow carefully 
studied at close range at Pensacola on April 24 
(FMW ) is the latest ever recorded there by 13 days. 
For three straight years, J. P. Gee has been seeing a 
western species of sparrow that no one else has ever 
observed in Louisiana. His first experience was at 
Cameron on Nov. 25, 1953; his second, near False 
River on Dec. 26, 1954. On this careful observer's 
own recommendation these observations were not 
accepted as official state records. Returning to the 
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original spot on April 16 of this year, he collected 
a badly moulted and immature, but completely gen. 
uine, Clay-colored Sparrow. A Swamp Sparrow 
netted and banded at Birmingham on May 11 (JBS) 
was the latest ever by 6 days.—ROBERT J. NEwMAN 
Museum of Zoology, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION— 
Weather conditions varied greatly over the Region 
during the spring months; the only condition common 

















to the Region as a whole was the presence of high 
winds during the entire migration period. Southern 
and eastern portions of the Region experienced mild 
temperatures and low precipitation, with below nor- 
mal water levels. Late May brought some relief from 
the near-drought conditions in those areas. The north- 
western half of the Region, however, had cool, wet 
weather with excellent water conditions in potholes 
and marshes. The frequent high winds apparently dis- 
rupted migration considerably, often stopping all 
northward movement. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Herons.—Migrating Horned and 
Eared Grebes occurred in many areas of North Da- 
kota in the highest numbers on record. Approximately 
5000 were present on the Upper Souris National 
Wildlife Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak., during the 
third week in April, with Horned Grebes predomi- 
nating (Frank R. Martin). Western Grebes appeared 
in South and North Dakota areas during the period 
of May 7 to 12, in numbers comparable to 1954. The 
first nesting White Pelicans returned to the Lacreek 
National Wildlife Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., on March 
30 and the main wave came in on April 8 (Kenneth 
Krumm). White Pelican numbers were double those 
of 1954 at the Upper Souris National Wildlife 
Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak., with 2000 present by 
May 1 (FRM). This species is now beginning to 
utilize the Garrison Reservoir in North Dakota (Ed 
Hibbard). On April 26 a Brown Pelican was ob- 
served on Lacreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., by Ken- 
neth Krumm and Forrest Brooks. This was the third 
record for South Dakota and the second record for 
Lacreek. Am. Egrets were reported only from Madi- 
son, Minn., this year; 2 appeared on April 9, and 14 
were observed on May 30 (Mrs. C. E. Peterson). Two 
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Snowy Egrets, first seen on April 30, remained on 
Lacreek Refuge for several weeks (KK). Two were 
recorded at Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge, 
Malta, Mont., on May 28 (Leon C. Snyder); 2 were 
observed on Medicine Lake National Wildlife Refuge, 
Medicine Lake, Mont., on June 5 (Elmo G. Adams) ; 
and one was seen east of Miles City, Mont., on May 
16 (Louis M. Moos). 

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Most areas reported fewer 
Whistling Swans. The arrival date for the Lower 
Souris National Wildlife Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., 
was April 3; the peak population was 400 birds 
(Donald V. Gray). The Lacreek Refuge reported the 
frst (Common) Canada Geese in the Region on 
Feb. 16. The best migration on record occurred there 
with 40,000 to 50,000 birds on, or in the vicinity 
of, the Refuge. The first (Common) Canada Geese 
arrived at Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Co- 
lumbia, S. Dak., on March 11 (Herbert H. Dill); 
at Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., on March 
12 (DVG); and at Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. 
on March 17 (LCS). White-fronted Geese passed 
through North Dakota in smaller numbers than last 
year with the main flight occurring from April 4 to 9. 
Snow and Blue Geese moved into southeastern South 
Dakota ev masse on March 23 and by April 2 there 
were approximately 300,000 in the state. The Snows 
and Blues arrived at Lower Souris Refuge on April 
6 and reached their peak of 150,000 (the same as 
1954) in that vicinity on April 16 (DVG). The duck 
migration was generally disappointing in most areas, 
with no mass movements occurring. Arrival dates 
were average in most places—the first of March in 
the southern portions of the Region, and the last of 
March in the northern portions. Dabbling duck num- 
bers were below last year’s, while diving ducks 
more numerous. A pair of Cin- 
namon Teal was observed at the Lacreek Refuge on 
May 30 (M. C. Hammond), and a lone male was 
seen west of Bismarck, N. Dak., on April 23 (EH). 

Hawks, Cranes.—Sharp-shinned and Cooper's 
Hawks were first seen on the Upper Souris and Lost- 
wood Refuges in North Dakota from April 24 to 27. 
The main flight of Red-tailed Hawks through North 
Dakota took place from April 2 to 6, and that of 
Swainson’s Hawks from April 23 to 26. Lostwood 
and Des Lacs Refuges had a flight of Rough-legged 
Hawks on April 2 and 3; Lower Souris Refuge noted 
a large movement from April 8 to 10. Four Whoop- 
ing Cranes were reported flying low over the Ken- 
mare Golf Course on April 15 (Selden and Eleanor 
Morrau). Four others, possibly the same birds, were 
reported in the Bowbells area, 12 miles northwest of 
Kenmare, on April 26. Two were identified in that 
area on April 27 (AMG, EM). April 7 was reported 
as the arrival date for Sandhill Cranes in both North 
and South Dakota. The main flight over Lacreek 
Refuge occurred on April 8 and there were good 
flights in the western half of North Dakota on April 
8, 9 and 10. Several large flocks were noted on April 
26 in the north unit of Theodore Roosevelt National 
Memorial Park, Medora, N. Dak. Several stopped 
atop Johnson Plateau (Chester Brooks, Robert 
Morey). 


were generally 


Shorebirds—Most areas reported a poor shorebird 
migration; the Kelly Slough area west of Grand 
Forks was an exception, however. There shorebirds 
appeared in numbers on May 12 and 14 and hundreds 
of Ringed Plover, hundreds of Pectoral, Baird’s and 
Least Sandpipers were seen (Lawrence Summers). 
Black-bellied Plover appeared in North Dakota and 
eastern Montana in mid-May. Am. Golden Plover 
were recorded near Edmonton, Alta., on May 14 
(J. Williams). Long-billed Curlews were first seen 
on Lacreek Refuge on March 8, but the main flight 
occurred on April 6 (KK). They arrived at Bowdoin 
Refuge on April 18. A Hudsonian Curlew was seen 
in Richland County, Mont., on May 18 (LMM). 
Greater and Lesser Yellow-legs arrived in North 
Dakota in mid-April. Willets and Marbled Godwits 
were seen at various places in that state during the 
last week in April. Five Hudsonian Godwits were 
observed near Woodworth in Stutsman County, N. 
Dak., on April 20 and on April 28 (EH). Wilson's 
Phalaropes were first seen in several North Dakota 
and eastern Montana areas on May 10 and 12. Hun- 
dreds were seen on those dates at Kelly Slough near 
Grand Forks, N. Dak. (LS); they were numerous 
in reservoirs and small ponds east of Miles City, 
Mont. (LMM). Many were also noted near Sioux 
Falls, S. Dak. (J. S. Findley). Lostwood Refuge, 
Lostwood, N. Dak., recorded 1500 Northern Phala- 
ropes from May 24 to May 29 (Kermit D. Dyb- 
setter). 

Owls, Swifts—The last Snowy Owl observation 
reported was May 25 when one was seen at the 
Bismarck Airport (EH). Chimney Swifts came to 
western Minnesota and to North Dakota between May 
11 and 24. White-throated Swifts arrived in Rapid 
City, S. Dak., on May 19 (Harry Behrens, NRW). 

Flycatchers, Thrushes.—Eastern Kingbird arrivals 
occurred in South Dakota from May 5 to 11; in 
North Dakota from May 10 to 18; and in Edmonton, 
Alta., on May 22. Western Kingbirds were first seen 
in South Dakota on May 1. Between May 9 and 17 
they were present in several North Dakota areas. 
Least Flycatchers moved through the Region from 
May 12 to 27. Hermit Thrush observations were gen- 
erally uncommon, although a few were seen in Grand 
Forks from April 9 to 19 (LS). Fargo recorded this 
species on April 20 (J. C. Cassel), and Madison, 
Minn., on May 18 (Mrs. CEP). Swainson’s Thrushes, 
although seen in fewer numbers, were found in North 
Dakota through the month of May. A few Gray- 
cheeked Thrushes were seen from May 9 to 30. No 
large flocks of Mountain Bluebirds were reported. 

Vireos, Warblers—A Yellow-throated Vireo was 
seen in Larimore, N. Dak., on May 17 (Russell 
Pray) and in Fargo, N. Dak.. on May 21 (O. A. 
Stevens). Solitary Vireos were noted in Larimore 
(RP) and Kenmare, N. Dak., on May 17 (AMG). 
Arrival dates for the Red-eyed Vireo were: Rapid 
City, S. Dak., May 21 (C. W. Lockerbie); Billings, 
Mont., May 21 (Liven Peterson); Kenmare, N. Dak., 
May 24 (R. W. Storer). The Philadelphia Vireo was 
found in Kenmare on May 27. Warbling Vireos 
arrived in the Dakotas between May 16 and 22. The 
Warbler migration was poor. Black and White 


339 





Warblers were scarce and some areas failed to record 
them. Tennessee Warblers arrived in near-normal 
numbers in North Dakota from May 8 to 12. Audu- 
bon’s and Myrtle Warblers were first seen in Rapid 
City, S. Dak., on April 24 (N. R. Whitney). Myrtles 
moved through the Dakotas from mid-April to mid- 
May. Yellow Warblers were reported as most com- 
mon from May 15 to 17. Black-poll Warblers and 
Common Yellowthroats appeared from May 5 to 18. 
Northern Water-thrushes were first seen in Fargo, 
Grand Forks and Kenmare, N. Dak., on May 16. 
Palm Warblers were scarce except in Grand Forks, 
N. Dak., where 50 were seen on May 5 (LS). Oven- 
birds were found in western Minnesota and North 
Dakota from May 4 to 16. Several Black-capped 
Warblers were seen in Grand Forks, N. Dak., on 
May 16. This species and Mourning Warblers were 
noted in other areas of the state during the last week 
in May. 

Grosbeaks, Sparrows, Finches —The Cardinal seen 
on April 14 was a new record for Lacreek Refuge, 
Martin, S. Dak (KK). Observers in western Min- 
nesota, South Dakota and North Dakota recorded 
their first Rose-breasted Grosbeaks from May 10 to 
16. An increase was noted in North Dakota. Black- 
headed Grosbeaks arrived in Billings, Mont., on May 
14 (LP), and in Rapid City, S$. Dak., on May 21 
(NRW). Leon C. Snyder reported a Blue Grosbeak 
at Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., on May 17. Eve- 
ning Grosbeaks were seen in Rapid City, S. Dak., 
from May 6 to 11 (NRW); they were still present 
in Edmonton, Alta., on May 29 (JW). Large flocks 
of Am. Goldfinches moved through North Dakota and 
eastern Montana on May 16 and 17. Chipping Spar- 
rows arrived in South and North Dakota in late April 
and early May. Clay-colored Sparrows were recorded 
in western Minnesota, South Dakota and North Da- 
kota on May 1. Several North Dakota observers noted 
their first White-throated Sparrows on April 27 and 
28. Although White-crowned Sparrows were recorded 
at scattered points in the Dakotas, western Minnesota 
and eastern Montana from April 27 to 30, most 
observers reported May 4 as the arrival date. Lin- 
coln’s Sparrows were seen off and on in Kenmare 
from April 27 to May 27 while the Fargo dates were 
April 29 to May 18 (OAS). Large flocks of Lapland 
Longspurs moved through the Region during April 
and the first half of May. Chestnut-collared Longspurs 
arrived in eastern Montana and western North Da- 
kota in late April—ANN M. GAMMELL, Kenmare, 
N. Dak., and Howarp S. HUENCKE, Des Lacs Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT  PLAINS.—The | great 
drought continued throughout most of this period but 
was finally broken by heavy rains beginning in early 
May. Farm ponds and lakes filled up or were nearly 
full in most localities. The rains came too late to 
affect the spring migration of waterfowl and other 
water birds. Temperatures were normal except for a 
few unusually hot days in April. Migration was late 
in some localities with few pronounced waves of 
warblers or sparrows. The most distinctive feature 
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was the occurrence of a 
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NI —Several observers 
ABILENE commented on the scar- 
preg TEX. city of loons and grebes, 
canbe For example, at Clay- 
NTN ; 24 ton, N. Mex., the only 
grebe noted all season 
was an Eared Grebe 
seen on May 30 (A. J. Krehbiel). A Red-necked 
Grebe seen at Tulsa on March 19 added to the few 
records of this species in Oklahoma (Mr. and Mrs. 
H. C. Spore). An Anhinga seen at Dallas on April 
28 was the third record in nineteen years of observa- 
tion (S. Marchman, E. Winford). An Olivaceous 
Cormorant was found on an oil sludge pit near Still- 
water on April 6 (F. M. Baumgartner). This is the 
second locality record in the state. Waterfowl migra- 
tion was generally disappointing although April popu- 
lations were reported to be normal in several locali- 
ties. A Whistling Swan spent the first half of April 
feeding in alfalfa fields near Morrison, Okla. (A. M. 
Baumgartner, Wilson Orn. Club members). Four 
Black Brant were observed under favorable conditions 
at Burlington, Kans., on March 24 (O. O. Rice). The 
presence of this West Coast species in the Southern 
Plains is difficult to explain. Hawks continued to be 
limited in numbers, particularly at Commerce, Tex., 
where very few were recorded (Mrs. N. S. O'Neil). 
The only unusual distribution record was a Broad- 
winged at Amarillo on April 30 and May 2 (Mrs. D. 
Acord). 

Rails through Terns.—A Sora brought in by a cat 
at Midland, Tex., on May 22 was a new locality 
record (Mrs. H. Williams). Shorebirds were limited 
in numbers but several interesting distribution records 
were reported. The Ruddy Turnstone was seen at 
Lawrence, Kans., on May 24 (Mrs. B. S. Chewning, 
W. Hunn) and at the Salt Plains Refuge on May 
2 (J. B. Van den Akker). This species is rare in the 
Region. A flock of Hudsonian Curlew seen at Fort 
Worth on May 17 was a new county record (Mrs. R. 
Bowman). On May 18 the second record was made 
of this species at Midland (Mr. and Mrs. HW). A 
Red-backed Sandpiper collected at Lawrence on May 
21 was an interesting record (H. B. Tordoff). The 
first record of the Hudsonian Godwit at Fort Worth 
was a single bird observed on May 18 (RB). This 
species was seen at Tulsa on May 11-12, the first 
records since 1950 (Mr. and Mrs. O. W. Letson, 
et al.). The Black-necked Stilt was recorded for the 
first time at Clayton on May 25 (W. W. Cook, 
AJK). The migration of Franklin's Gull was very 
disappointing. Normally seen in large flocks about 
the reservoirs or following the plow, this species 
was generally scarce during the period. None was 
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reported in the Amarillo region (DA) and only two 
records were turned in by members of the Paisano 
Club at Dallas (EW). Several Caspian Terns ob- 
served at Denton, Tex., on May 15 represented the 
second record in that locality (K. Rylander). 

Pigeons through W ood peckers—Band-tailed Pig- 
eons were found about 40 miles north of Colorado 
Springs, apparently an extension of their range (Mrs. 
H. J. Wagner). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo flew against 
a window at Roswell, N. Mex. on April 30 and 
another hovered about the unconscious bird. This 
date was more than a month earlier than previous 
records (V. Montgomery, S. Tanner). The second 
record of the Flammulated Screech Owl in eastern 
New Mexico was one observed at Roswell on April 
27 (VM, ST). The Burrowing Owl was noted at 
Fort Worth on April 12-13, the first records in sev- 
eral years (RB). A Chimney Swift observed at 
Amarillo on March 25 was west of the normal range 
of this species (J. Browder). Two White-throated 
Swifts seen at the Wichita Refuge on April 24 repre- 
sent the second locality record in Oklahoma (FMB, 
members of the Okla. Orn. Soc.). The Red-bellied 
Woodpecker was seen again at Bladen, Nebr., on 
May 14 (H. Turner). A Ladder-backed Woodpecker 
found at the Wichita Refuge on April 24 was a new 
locality record (FMB, OOS). 

Flycatchers through Thrushes —The Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher was identified at the Salt Plains Refuge on 
April 10 (B. L. Monroe, WOC). This species is 
seldom reported in Oklahoma. A Vermilion Flycatcher 
seen at the McCurtain County Game Refuge in south- 
eastern Oklahoma (T. Jessie) and a specimen found 
near Childress, Tex., represent wanderers from south 
Texas. Western thrashers seemed unusually plentiful 
in the Amarillo region (DA). Bendire’s Thrasher was 
seen at Palo Duro Canyon on April 14 (Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. Creager, Miss B. Smith). Curve-billed and 
Sage Thrashers were quite common at Palo Duro 
(DA, E. Waddill). Eastern Bluebirds and Town- 
send’s Solitaires were apparently common in the Texas 
Panhandle (DA, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Bailey). The 
solitaire was last recorded at Palo Duro on May 3, 


about five weeks later than any previous record 
(DA). 
Warblers —Despite the lack of pronounced waves 


the warbler migration was an interesting one on 
account of the occurrence of a large number of eastern 
species in the central and western portions of the 
Region as well as a decided wandering of distinctly 
western watblers onto the Western Plains. A Worm- 
eating Warbler was seen at Midland on May 1 
(J. Galley, L. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. HW). The 
Golden-winged Warbler was recorded for the first 
time at Fort Worth, April 16-23 (Mrs. A. Baugess, 
Mrs. M. Parker). Both of these are considered eastern 
species. Other examples of a westward drift of east- 
ern warblers include the Parula at Buffalo Lake, Tex., 
on May 1 (DA); a Magnolia at Clayton (WWC, 
AJK); the second record of the Cape May Warbler 
in Oklahoma, a male taken near Collinsville on May 
7 (J. S. Tomer); a Black-throated Blue seen near 
Boise City, Okla., on May 3 (S. D. Schemnitz); a 
Chestnut-sided Warbler at Lawrence on May 5 


(BSC) and at Fort Worth on May 7 (M. Burns). 
Also the Bay-breasted Warbler seen at the Salt 
Plains Refuge on May 15 (Mrs. M. Stuart); a Palm 
Warbler at Tulsa on April 29 (Mrs. B. Reynolds) ; 
the Prairie Warbler at Canyon on May 3 (JHB, 
DF); a Kentucky Warbler observed at Canyon on 
April 25 (JHB); the Oven-bird seen at Forth Worth 
on May 15-17 (RB); and the Am. Redstart noted at 
Clayton (WWC, AJK). Records of western warblers 
occurring on the Plains include Virginia’s Warbler 
seen at Canyon (Mrs. D. Foreman); Audubon’s 
Warbler at the Salt Plains Refuge on April 18 (Mrs. 
LB, MS and E. Schuelke); and at Fort Worth on 
April 4 (RB). A Black-throated Gray Warbler 
found northwest of Boise City on April 27 was a 
new bird for the Oklahoma list (SDS). This species 
was seen at Canyon from April 22 (Mrs. T. V. 
Reeves) to April 28 (JHB, DF). A female Hermit 
Warbler collected at Roswell on May 8 was a first 
state record (VM). Grace’s Warbler was found at 
Canyon (DF). 

Blackbirds through Sparrows.—A Bullock's Oriole 
seen at Bladen on May 19 was the second record for 
that locality (HT). The Boat-tailed Grackle showed 
an increase at Denton (KR) and at Dallas where 
three colonies were found (Paisano Club, EW). 
Apparently this species is gradually working north- 
ward. A Scarlet Tanager noted at Canyon, April 
22-24, was another straggler from the eastern forests 
(JHB). Summer Tanager was recorded for the first 
time at Clayton (WWC). An Indigo Bunting seen 
at Midland on May 2 was a new locality record 
(Mrs. E. R. Atwill). Pine Siskins were seen at Den- 
ton on May 7, a new locality record (KR). Lark 
Buntings were found near Wakita, Okla. May 3-15 
(LB). This locality is east of the normal migration 
route of this species. Cassin’s Sparrow taken at 
Norman, Okla., about May 1 was a new locality 
record, more than 100 miles east of its known range 
(J. C. Johnson, Jr.). Harris’s Sparrow was found at 
Palo Duro Canyon on April 14 (JC, BS). This species 
is rare in much of the Texas Panhandle. Smith’s 
Longspur was reported for the first time at Fort 
Worth on April 22 (RB). A Chestnut-collared 
Longspur seen at Denton on April 10 was also a 
new locality record (KR)—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, 
Olkahoma A. and M. College, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—Rainfall over all but 
the southern quarter of the area averaged about nor- 
mal for the season. This was not enough, however, 
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species were reported in less than normal numbers. 
Although wooded areas and scrub growth still show 
the effects of drought no direct effect on bird life 
was noted. Fresh-water ponds did not return to nor- 
mal levels. From Rockport and Beeville south through 
the Rio Grande Valley rainfall was below normal, 
this area remaining dry. A strong dry north wind 
arriving March 25 produced temperatures much below 
normal throughout the Region for three or four days. 
Sub-freezing temperatures which prevailed over north- 
ern parts of the Region were a month later than nor- 
mal. Spring vegetation was damaged considerably; 
however, the only result clearly observed to have 
affected the birds was the destruction of the mulberry 
crop. The mulberry, common in this Region as a 
shade tree, normally bears ripe fruit throughout the 
spring migration period. A single large heavily-bear- 
ing tree may contain at one time a number of orioles 
and tanagers, a bunting or two, perhaps a thrush, and 
sometimes a Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Also present 
would be a few warblers and flycatchers, these latter 
perhaps more attracted by the insects attending the 
ripe and fallen fruit than by the fruit itself. All this 
was lost this spring. This cold spell was also noted, 
in Austin, to have delayed the arrival in that locality 
of the Chimney Swift and the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. 
Usual arrival of these species in Austin is about 
March 24 or 25. This year they did not arrive until 
the first few days of April, delayed, no doubt, by the 
absence ef flying insects. Throughout the balance of 
the spring migration there were no strong cold fronts 
which had an effect on migration throughout the 
Region. Migratory waves were noted at Rockport, 
April 1; at Beeville, April 11 to 14; at Rockport, 
May 11 to 13; at Houston, May 16 to 18; and 
Austin, May 17 to 19. In the South Texas Region 
the bulk of the migrant warblers, tanagers, flycatchers, 
thrushes, and such species go through the last two 
weeks of April. We are accustomed to considering 
the migration as over by early May. The last few 
years we have become increasingly aware, particu- 
larly in the Houston area, that there is always a ‘‘late 
wave” passing through about May 13 to 18. This 
is the first year, as noted by the dates shown for 
Rockport, Houston, and Austin, that such a wave was 
generally apparent. The bulk of the wave consists of 
the same species making up earlier waves; however, 
Yellow-bellied and Olive-sided Flycatchers, as well 
as Bay-breasted and Mourning Warblers tend to con- 
centrate in the late waves. 

Least Grebes, Audubon’s Shearwaters, Magnificent 
Frigate-birds —On April 10, Fred S. Webster saw a 
Least Grebe on the Colorado River in Austin. This 
bird was in breeding plumage and was studied at 
length in close association with a Pied-billed Grebe. 
There is only one previous record for the Least Grebe in 
Travis County. An Audubon’s Shearwater washed up 
on the beach at Rockport on April 29. Mrs. Conger N. 
Hagar prepared the specimen as a skin. The Magnifi- 
cent Frigate-bird this season has attracted more than 
usual attention. It arrived earlier and came in greater 
than normal numbers. Although it is present about 
coastal bays from late spring through the summer, 
it is not known to nest in Texas. One on Laguna 
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Atascosa Refuge on April 17 was the first seen there 
since 1952. A. K. McKay saw one at Cove on April 
21, the earliest date he has on record. At Rockport 
Mrs. Hagar found one on May 12. By late May the 
species had been reported from all usual localities. 

Herons, Tree-ducks—Early heron arrival dates 
were Green Heron at Santa Ana Refuge on Feb, 23 
and Little Blue Heron on March 31 (Luther ¢ 
Goldman). The first Black-bellied Tree-ducks were 
seen on Feb. 20, also at this Lower Rio Grande Valley 
Refuge. On Jan. 31 five Fulvous Tree-ducks arrived 
at the Santa Ana Refuge. In the upper coastal section 
Fulvous Tree-ducks were first noted on Feb. 27 when 
16 were found by Roger T. Peterson and F. G. Wat. 
son among large numbers of ducks and geese on an 
almost dry rice irrigation reservoir near Katy. By 
late April concentrations of Fulvous Tree-ducks num. 
bering in the thousands were present in rice fields in 
the Port Lavaca area and were relatively scarce in 
similar areas near Houston until May 10 when they 
began arriving in large numbers. They reached a 
peak at Cove on May 15, on which day A. K. McKay 
estimated about 2500 individuals in his area. Accord. 
ing to C. D. Brown, airplanes were successfully used 
early in May to drive tree-ducks from the rice fields 
in the Port Lavaca area. 

Hawks, Chachalacas—A \ate migrant Mississippi 
Kite was seen on May 20 along the Brazos River just 
below Richmond by John E. Galley. The first Broad- 
winged Hawks seen were a flight of about 500 going 
through Santa Ana Refuge on March 20. These flights 
continued through the first week in April (LCG). 
Other Broad-winged Hawk flights were noted at 
Beeville on April 11 when Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht 
saw mixed groups of Broad-winged and Swainson’s 
Hawks totaling about 800 birds going north. At Cove, 
McKay saw migrant Broad-wings from April 1 to 
April 14. A peak of 225 was estimated on April 13. 
A flock of about 100 Swainson’s Hawks was seen in 
Live Oak County on April 9 by Mrs. Dolph Quinn. 
Mrs. Geiselbrecht saw about 25 in Bee County on 
April 10 as well as mixed with the Broad- 
winged flight on April 11. The main flight of Swain- 
son’s Hawks went through the Austin area between 
April 2 and April 11. Numbers observed at a roost 
by Fred S. Webster ranged from 27 to 62. A single 
Rough-legged Hawk was seen at Rockport on April 
16 (CNH). Chachalacas are increasing in numbers 
in the Santa Ana Refuge. This resident species began 
calling the first week in March. About this time 
George Unland saw a flock of 40, the largest ever 
recorded on the Refuge. Chachalacas became well dis- 
tributed in April for their morning calls could be 
heard. coming from all parts of the Refuge. 

Gallinules, Shorebirds, Terns —A Purple Gallinule 
was seen at Austin on May 22 by Edgar B. Kincaid 
and Marshall C. Johnston. Upland Sandpipers were 
unusually scarce. Mrs. Geiselbrecht noted that she 
neither saw nor heard this fairly common migrant all 
spring. In other areas the species was reported in 
small numbers. In the Austin area it was noted only 
twice all spring; however, one of these observations 
was of a flock of about 50 seen on April 21 in a 
plowed field by Fred S. Webster and Mr. and Mrs. 
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Joe Taylor of Rochester, N. Y. The Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper was quite scarce as was the Am. Golden 
Plover which it often accompanies. McKay's observa- 
tions of the Buff-breast at Cove were an exception as 
almost normal numbers were seen. The species was 
present from April 10 to May 7 and reached a peak 
of about 200 birds on April 13. The White-rumped 
Sandpiper is one of our later migrants. At least 30 
were seen in flooded rice fields south of Port Lavaca 
on May 15 (FGW). Several of the Austin observers 
saw flocks ranging from 11 to 30 individuals on May 
18, 21, and 22. White-rumped Sandpipers stayed at 
Cove until June 5 when about 45 were seen (AKM). 
A single Wilson’s Phalarope was seen on April 10 in 
a rain pool beside the road just north of Lockhart 
(FSW). This species was first seen at Cove on April 
24 (AKM), at Rockport on May 1 (CNH), and 
at Laguna Atascosa Refuge on May 2 (LCG). Peak 
numbers were about 100 at Laguna Atascosa on May 
7. This species was somewhat more common this 
season than usual. The Black Tern, a common mi- 
grant coastwise and through the rice belt, is not often 
seen in the western part of the Region. A flock of 
about 50 of this species, seen near Lockhart, on May 
19 by Fred and Ada Marie Webster is noteworthy. 

Doves, Goatsuckers, Hummingbirds.—The first Red- 
billed Pigeon arrived at Santa Ana Refuge on Febru- 
ary 9 (LCG). A flock of 20 was seen there on 
February 28 (GU). In the same area White-winged 
Doves arrived on April 6 (LCG). A pair of Inca 
Doves was seen near Angleton on May 1 by Stephen 
G. Williams. This locality is on the eastern fringe 
of the Inca Dove’s range. Both Mrs. Geiselbrecht at 
Beeville and McKay at Cove reported the Chuck- 
will’s-widow to be very scarce this year. A Poor-will 
seen in Austin on April 20 by Miss Emma Purcell 
was an unusual find. The Black-chinned Humming- 
bird migration apparently is over before the Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird’s gets well under way. The 
Black-chinned Hummingbird, which seldom is found 
east of Rockport and the Austin area, was noted at 
Austin on March 13, 28, 31 and on April 1 (FSW); 
and in Hays County on March 23 by Frances J. 
Gillotti. The Ruby-throated Hummingbird appeared 
at Houston on April 9 (SGW). Other arrival obser- 
vations reported were erratic and for the most part 
probably were later than true arrival dates. Peak num- 
bers were reached in late April and early May. A 
wave of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds was reported 
at Rockport on May 4 (CNH). 

Cotingas and Flycatchers—Stephen Williams and 
Lawrence Tabony reported seeing a female Rose- 
throated Becard at Galveston on May 1. Their com- 
ments are, “We are familiar with the species in 
Mexico. The large head, dark brown back, yellow-buff 
underparts (like coffee with cream), and erect pos- 
ture while sitting distinguish it from anything else.” 
This species has not previously been reported north 
of the Lower Rio Grande Valley. Although the East- 
ern Kingbird migrates through the upper coastal area 
through most of April, it is interesting to note that 
the only significant numbers seen in Austin occurred 
in conjunction with the migratory wave of May 17-19 
previously mentioned (FSW). McKay at Cove com- 





ments that this species, which nests in his area, was 
“migrating to May 19, at least.” A single Ash- 
throated Flycatcher was seen east of Austin on April 
17 by Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Anderson. Four indi- 
viduals of this species were seen in mesquite thickets 
in Refugio County on May 15 by C. D. Brown, 
Carrie Holcomb, and F. G. Watson. Since they 
appeared well established on territories, they no 
doubt had arrived much earlier. A single Yellow- 
bellied Flycatcher was seen in Austin on May 17 
(FSW). The first Yellow-bellied Flycatcher seen in 
the Region was one at Cove on May 1 (AKM) and 
the last was one at Houston on May 23 (SGW). 

Cathird, Thrushes, Cedar Waxwing.—The Catbird 
was observed in fewer numbers than usual. Mrs. 
Geiselbrecht at Beeville noted it only between April 
28 and May 5. April 30 was the peak day when 3 
birds were seen. Fred Webster, commenting’ from 
Austin, noted the scarcity. He observed it from April 
25 to May 19. A peak of ten individuals was counted 
on May 15. In almost daily observations in Hays 
County, just southwest of Austin, Frances J. Gillotti 
found only one Catbird all spring, that on May 19. 
This last perhaps was a result of the wave which 
reached the Austin area on May 17-19. Mrs. Hagar 
noted a wave of Catbirds at Rockport on May 11. At 
Cove the Catbird was found from April 17 to May 
8 (AKM). The Olive-backed Thrush was reported 
in numbers only from Austin. Fred Webster counted 
92 individuals on his almost daily excursions afield 
in Austin. The first observation was on April 20 and 
the last on May 29. Daily counts were usually none, 
one, or 2 individuals. A peak of 5 was reached on 
April 30, a second peak of 5 each day was encoun- 
tered on May 10 and 11, and counts of 25 and 16 
were made on May 17 and 18. By contrast, McKay at 
Cove who, likewise, was in the field almost daily, 
saw only 2 Olive-backed Thrushes all season, both 
on May 12. There were several reports of limited 
numbers seen in Houston and Mrs. Hagar noted a 
light wave of Olive-backed Thrushes at Rockport on 
May 11. We do not know whether it is normal for 
a portion of the Olive-backed Thrushes to take a route 
somewhat to the west of most other migrants or 
whether this year, because of atmospheric conditions 
influencing migrant waves, Austin was favored with 
more than its usual share. The Veery, an infrequently 
observed migrant in Texas, was found in 4 localities 
this spring. A. K. McKay saw one at Cove on May 1, 
Leota Stillwell found one in Houston on May 5, Mrs. 
Hagar found one at Rockport on May 11, and W. D. 
Anderson discovered one in Austin on May 17. The 
Cedar Waxwing migrated north rather late this year. 
In the Lower Rio Grande Valley, Edgar B. Kincaid 
saw 10 Cedar Waxwings at Santa Ana Refuge on 
May 17. On May 18 he saw about 15 at Bentsen 
State Park near Mission. The main movement of 
waxwings through Beeville was between Feb. 11 and 
April 9; however, Mrs. Geiselbrecht saw 2 on May 
21. Last dates at Rockport and Cove were both May 
12 (CNH, AKM). 

Vireos and Warblers—A Bell's Vireo, a species 
common only in localized areas in the semi-arid south- 
ern and western portions of the Region, appeared at 
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the Little Thicket Sanctuary near Evergreen on May 
1 (j. M. Heiser, Jr.). There were two reports of the 
Worm-eating Warbler, one at Cove on April 10 
(AKM) and one at Austin on May 10 (FSW). There 
were several reports of the infrequently seen Golden- 
winged Warbler, the first at Cove on April 30 
(AKM), and the last at Houston on May 17 (SGW). 
The Tennessee Warbler, usually our most abundant 
warbler in the spring, was much less common than 
usual. For the second year Fred Webster reported the 
Nashville Warbler to have been the commonest 
warbler species in Austin this spring. It went through 
in force from early April into early May, reaching a 
peak about mid-April. This species was only spar- 
ingly recorded from Rockport and the area to the 
northeast. At Beeville, however, about 130 miles due 
south of Austin, the Nashville Warbler was appar- 
ently among the commoner migrant warblers. This 
species appears, from the information available, to 
travel due north from the Rio Grande Valley instead 
of following the coast northeastward as far as Rock- 
port or Galveston as most other warblers seemingly 
do. The arrival of the Golden-cheeked Warbler was 
first noted on March 5, at Austin, by Mrs. Fred S. 
Webster, Sr. A single immature Chestnut-sided 
Warbler was seen in Austin on March 4 and pre- 
sumably the same individual again on March 15. Mi- 
grants of this species did not arrive in the area until 
April 27 (FSW). The first Black-poll Warbler ever 
recorded in the Austin area was seen on May 18 by 
Mrs. W. D. Anderson and Mrs. A. E. Massengale. 
This species is reported from the South Texas Region 
less frequently than once per year. A very late Oven- 
bird was seen at Beeville on June 7 (AHG). The 
Mourning Warbler migration was better than average 
through the Austin area. Dates were May 11 through 
June 1. The highest count was thirteen individuals on 
May 17 (FSW). On May 22 at Buchanan Lake and 
at nearby Longhorn State Park, which are about 50 
miles northwest of Austin, several Mourning Warblers 
were seen by members of a field trip party from 
Houston. No Mourning Warblers were recorded from 
Houston nor did McKay at Cove report any. At Rock- 
port, however, Mrs. Hagar reported a flight of Mourn- 
ing Warblers on May 11 and Mrs. Geiselbrecht re- 
ported one each on May 20 and May 23 at Beeville. 
A species which reaches the eastern limit of its north- 
ward route in this area is the Macgillivray’s Warbler. 
A pair of this species came almost daily from May 
14 to May 21 to the garden of Mrs. L. M. Thaxton 
in Austin, attracted by the feeding and bathing facili- 
ties Mrs. Thaxton maintains. This is the third suc- 
cessive year in which the Macgillivray’s Warbler has 
been reported from Austin. A Macgillivray’s Warbler 
was also seen at Beeville on June 6 by Mrs. Geisel- 
brecht. 

Blackbirds, Tanagers, and Finches.—For the third 
year Bobolinks appeared at Rockport, this year on 
May 11 (CNH). The Yellow-headed Blackbird also 
put in its appearance at Rockport, arriving on April 
23. A single Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen at 
Galveston on April 24 (SGW) and a flock appeared 
near Austin on May 21 (FSW). The only report of 
the Western Tanager was of an adult male seen, 
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singing, in Houston on April 30 by Ernest B. Wright, 
The Rose-breasted Grosbeak arrived at Rockport op 
April 6, a very early date (CNH). It was next seen 
on April 28 at Beeville, the first record from that 
locality, by Mrs. Geiselbrecht, and on the same date 
at Austin by Ernest J. von Rosenberg. The last ob. 
servation was May 19 at Austin (FSW). On April 
9 a Black-headed Grosbeak showed up at the feeding 
station of Roswell G. Miller in Austin. The bird, 
which apparently was a male in sub-mature plumage, 
represented the first occurrence of this species in the 
Austin area. The Clay-colored Sparrow and the Lin- 
coln’s Sparrow both went through in sufficient num- 
bers to cause comment. At Beeville the Clay-colored 
Sparrows were seen from March 29 to May 2, fre. 
quently being present in small flocks (AHG). At 
Austin this species was present in numbers from 
March 22 to May 7 but surprisingly enough at least 
one showed up in that area to be counted each day 
on May 17, 18, and 19 along with the more normal 
late migrants present in the wave of that time 
(FSW). Mrs. Hagar reported a wave of Clay-colored 
Sparrows at Rockport on April 5. A surge in numbers 
appeared at Austin on this day as well. Late observa- 
tions of the Lincoln’s Sparrow were one at Beeville 
on May 13 (AHG) and one at Austin on May 17 
(FSW). Latest observations of this species in the 
Upper Coastal area were Cove, April 17 (AKM) and 
Houston, April 24 (SGW).—FRANK G. WATsON, 
4110 Drummond Street, Houston 25, Tex. 


PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—Spring in the Region was extremely back- 
ward. For example, the U. S. Weather Bureau records 
showed it to 
be the coldest 
spring in_his- 
tory at Mis- 
soula, Mont. 
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above normal, 
much of it as 
late snowfall. At Bend, Oreg., Roest reported snow, 
cold and wind during the third week of April, caus- 
ing large numbers of migrants to collect in the town, 
some of them being killed in collisions. Late winter 
conditions, in February and early March, were mild, 
however, and in some cases seemed to encourage 
earlier than normal migration of the earliest species 
(Cassin’s Finch, Pine Siskin, Varied Thrush). On 
the other hand, the abnormally low temperatures dur- 
ing the remainder of the spring appeared to delay 
many species. At Great Falls, Mont., however, Walker 
reported that most birds appeared, if anything, a few 
days earlier than last year. 

Unless otherwise indicated, observations for Bend, 
Oreg., are by A. I. Roest or Robert Jewell; Warm 
Springs, Oreg., Kenneth Burden; Fortine, Mont., 
Winton Weydemeyer; Great Falls, Mont., John Per- 
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son or Tom Walker; Lewiston and Moscow, Idaho 
and Pullman, Wash., Jared Verner; Missoula, and 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, Lake Co., 
Mont., R. L. Hand; Spokane, Wash., Spokane Bird 
Club, fide S. O. Stanley; and Libby, Mont., the 
editor. 

Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Eared Greles were 

reported from most localities; the main migration at 
Great Falls occurred about April 29 (62 birds). A 
Double-crested Cormorant was recorded, May 22, at 
Nylan Lake near Great Falls. Great Blue Herons were 
noted widely, and were early at Libby (2 on Feb. 21, 
Ernie Wood, Jr.) but late at Missoula (April 10). 
A Black-crowned Night Heron at Fortine, May 27, 
was Weydemeyer’s first record of the species there in 
35 years’ observing. 
Swans, Geese, Ducks—Twenty Whistling Swans 
were at Saltese Marsh near Spokane, March 20. As 
late as June 5 a few were still migrating through 
western Montana (Fortine). The first movement of 
Canada Geese was at Warm Springs in February. 
Migration continued through April and May, with 
150 flying near Spokane, May 29. Lesser Snow Geese 
were observed in Montana and northern Idaho 
(Thomas D. Burleigh). Mallards were apparently mi- 
grating in late February, as large numbers were noted 
near Thompson Falls, Mont., at that time (RLH). 
About 1000 Mallards and 2000 Pintail were seen 
near Reardan, Wash., March 20 (SOS). Few Gadwall 
were noted. Am. Widgeon were abundant in places: 
1000 at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, April 23, and 
2000 near Spokane, April 3. Pintails were numerous 
at Great Falls (1300 on May 7) and Pullman (800 
on March 27). Green-winged Teal were much com- 
moner than usual at Missoula. Blue-winged and Cin- 
namon Teal and Shovellers were reported in moderate 
numbers. Wood Ducks appeared, March 19 (early) 
at Pullman; April 10 at Missoula; and April 2 at 
Spokane. But few Redheads were seen. Ring-necked 
Ducks appeared near Spokane, at Turnbull National 
Wildlife Refuge (SBC, JV) and near Bend. Few 
Canvas-backs were noted, but Lesser Scaup were 
common. Buffle-heads, widely reported, were common 
only at Kicking Horse (30 or 40 on April 30). 
About 1000 Ruddy Ducks were at Benton Lake near 
Great Falls, May 7. Hooded Mergansers appeared 
only at Missoula (March 13, early) and Great Falls. 
Red-breasted Mergansers appeared at Great Falls, with 
a peak of 38, April 8. 

Vultures and Hawks—A few Turkey Vultures 
were noted at Great Falls, Missoula, near Spokane and 
at Bend. Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks were 
very scarce. A few Rough-legged Hawks were seen 
during April near Bend, Spokane and Pullman. The 
Ferruginous Hawk was reported from Great Falls 
(March 27) and from Whitman County, Wash. 
(April 23) (JV). Marsh Hawks arrived in April and 
were early at Fortine (April 16). A Prairie Falcon 
was observed at close range at Four Lakes near Spo- 
kane, May 1. The Pigeon Hawk: was very scarce; 
only a single was noted at Libby, April 2. Sparrow 
Hawks generally returned in April, but one was at 
Plains, Mont., Feb. 26 (RLH) and one at Missoula, 
March 19. 


Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls —Flocks of Am. Coot, 
aggregating thousands, were noted by Hand along 
the Flathead River between Thompson Falls and 
Dixon, Mont., Feb. 26. The species was very common 
at Ninepipe, Kicking Horse and Lewiston in late 
April. Migrant Killdeer arrived from about mid- 
March on. A hundred were seen near Spokane, April 
3. Wilson’s Snipe appeared in late April, though 
some wintered in the Region. Spotted Sandpipers 
arrived in May. A few first dates are: Great Falls, 
May 1; Missoula, May 13; Fortine and Libby, May 
20. Solitary Sandpipers were seen only at Great Falls, 
May 15 and 16, and in the Moscow area, April 23. 
A single Willet was noted at Benton Lake near Great 
Falls, May 7. Greater Yellow-legs appeared in fair 
numbers, mostly in northern Idaho and eastern Wash- 
ington, from April 16 to May 1. Two Lessers were 
seen at Turnbull, May 1 (SBC) and Burleigh hoted 
the species at Potlatch, Idaho, April 25 (very early). 
Person and Walker noted Baird’s Sandpiper near 
Great Falls, April 18 and May 7. Single Least Sand- 
pipers were noted at Kicking Horse, April 30 and 
May 21. A few dowitchers migrated through in early 
May. Three Semipalmated (or Western) Sandpipers 
were noted at Kicking Horse, April 30 and May 21. 
The Western was noted at Turnbull, May 22 (SBC). 
First records for Am. Avocets were: Great Falls, April 
17; Ninepipe, April 30, and Lewiston, April 24. 
Earliest date for Wilson’s Phalarope was May 12, at 
Evaro, Missoula Co., Mont. (RLH). A single North- 
ern Phalarope appeared at Moscow, May 14. Cali- 
fornia Gulls arrived on April 24 at Great Falls and 
one was identified, April 10, at Missoula. At least a 
thousand Ring-billed Gulls were at West Medical 
Lake, Wash., May 29 (SBC). This is the second year 
such large numbers have been noted there. By mid- 
April about 250 were at Great Falls. Three Forster's 
Terns appeared at Kicking Horse, May 21, while 
Black Terns were common at several localities by the 
end of May. 

Doves, Owls, Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds. 
—Mourning Doves began arriving about the first 
week in May in most places. Two Short-eared Owls 
were seen at Missoula, April 30, and one at Kicking 
Horse, May 21. A pair of Burrowing Owls was noted 
at a burrow near Sprague Lake near Spokane, April 
17. Common Nighthawks had not yet arrived, except 
for one at Warm Springs, May 17; a few in Spokane, 
May 25, and one at Great Falls, June 2. Vaux’s 
Swift arrived at Warm Springs, May 17, and at Mis- 
soula, May 22. Rufous Hummingbirds appeared the 
first week in May in the far western part of the 
Region but were late in western Montana. 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—The wintering popula- 
tion of Red-shafted Flickers was increased by migrants 
during the last half of March at Great Falls and 
Missoula. Lewis’s Woodpecker arrived about mid- 
May, but appeared, May 6, at Warm Springs. Reports 
of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were few. The earliest 
date was April 17 at Missoula. Western Kingbirds 
arrived the third week of May in Montana and about 
2 weeks earlier in eastern Washington and central 
Oregon. First dates for Say's Phoebe were: Lewiston, 
March 13 (TDB); Spokane area, April 3; Great 
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Falls, May 8. Traill’s and Least Flycatchers appeared 
around the middle of May, the latter appearing only 
at Libby. Hammond’s Flycatcher was collected at 
Moscow, May 5 (TDB) and Wright's was collected 
there May 8 (TDB). The Western Flycatcher was 
reported at Missoula, May 25 and at Four Lakes, 
Wash., May 22 (SBC). The Western Wood Pewee 
appeared, May 6, at Bend, but was late in western 
Montana: Fortine, May 31; Libby, June 6, and Mis- 
soula, not arrived by June 3. An Olive-sided Fly- 
catcher was noted, May 28, on Moscow Mountain, 
near Moscow, Idaho. Migrant Horned Larks were 
noted during March at Fortine and appeared on 
Feb. 7 at Warm Springs. 

Swallows —A_ Violet-green Swallow was seen at 
Libby in a snowstorm, March 10 and 4 were noted 3 
days later (very early). What happened to these birds 
in the -20° weather that followed is not known, but 
no more were seen until April 2. At Spokane they 
apparently fared better, for hundreds fed along the 
river on March 13. Two Tree Swallows were noted 
there on that date, earliest for the Region. They 
appeared on March 16 at Lewiston, but elsewhere not 
until late March and early April. Bank and Rough- 
winged Swallows appeared in numbers after mid- 
May, with a few earlier records, ¢.g., 2 near Spokane, 
April 23 (JV). Barn and Cliff Swallows, like so 
many migrants, appeared first in central Oregon at 
Warm Springs, March 19. Elsewhere the Barn ap- 
peared in late April or in May and the Cliff, the 
first half of May. A Purple Martin was seen near 
Great Falls, April 18. 

Jays, Bushtit, Dipper, Wrens.—Arrival dates for 
Am. Crows were: Missoula, March 13; Pullman, 
March 27; Fortine, March 28 (late). Clark’s Nut- 
cracker became commoner in the valley at Fortine 
during the period. The Bushtit was noted at Warm 
Springs, April 17 and May 24. Wintering Am. Dip- 
pers were last noted at Missoula and Libby (R. 
Francom) around mid-April. May 7 was the first 
date for House Wrens (Libby and Pullman). Winter 
Wrens were singing commonly along Cedar Creek 
near Libby on May 7. One was noted near Pullman, 
May 10 to 17. Long-billed Marsh Wrens were seen 
at Saltese Marsh near Spokane, April 3. The only 
Rock Wren reported was one at Missoula, May 1. 

Cathird, Thrushes—The earliest Catbird record 
was May 16 at Great Falls. Am. Robins increased in 
numbers in early March in western Montana and 
near the end of the month at Great Falls. In eastern 
Washington and central Oregon winter residents ap- 
peared to move out during March and April and 
summer residents then arrived. Migration of Varied 
Thrushes seemed to be unusually prolonged. The birds 
first appeared at Libby, Feb. 27 and Missoula, Feb. 28, 
both early dates, and lingered until April 25 at Libby 
and May 4 at Pullman. Late snows in the mountains 
probably held them in the valleys. The Hermit Thrush 
was noted migrating between April 16 (Bend) and 
May 17 (Great Falls). A good movement of Olive- 
backed Thrushes was noted at Great Falls (30 on 
May 16). A few Veeries arrived the latter part of 
May. A few Western Bluebirds appeared: 10 at 
Lewiston, March 20 (TDB), several pairs at Bend, 
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April 9, and a few near Spokane. Mountain Bluebirds 
arrived around the first of April in most localities 
except for a pair near Pullman, March 19. Wintering 
Townsend's Solitaires were generally gone by mid. 
May. Eight migrants were at Great Falls, April 29, 

Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes, Vireos —Ruby. 
crowned Kinglets showed remarkable uniformity, 
arriving during the last week of April in nearly every 
locality. This was late for Missoula and Libby. Bo. 
hemian Waxwings were mostly gone early in April, 
but some stayed very late at Missoula (April 24) and 
left Great Falls, April 22. Cedar Waxwings arrived 
at Bend, May 7; Libby, May 28, and Fortine, June 2. 
and were not noted elsewhere. The Gray Shrike was 
reported at Bend, May 15, and up to April 14 at 
Moscow (TDB). The Loggerhead Shrike was migrat. 
ing in the Great Falls area around the first of May, 
and appeared, April 3 and later, in the Spokane area. 
The Common Starling was migrating the first part 
of March in western Montana. Several reports indicate 
a gradual increase in numbers. Cassin’s Vireo gen- 
erally appeared about May 15, but was seen at Mos- 
cow, May 5 (TDB). Migrant Red-eyed Vireos arrived 
in Great Falls, May 15, later at points farther west, 
Warbling Vireos appeared about the third week of 
May, except for Spokane (May 7). 

Warblers —The warbler migration was at its peak 
during May. This included the Tennessee, Orange. 
crowned, Nashville, Yellow, Townsend's, Black-poll 
(at Great Falls), Northern Water-thrush, Mazcgilli- 
vray’s, Common Yellowthroat, Black-capped, and Am. 
Redstart. A Q Parula Warbler was identified at 
close range, June 2, at Great Falls, far west of its 
usual range (JP). Myrtle Warblers passed through 
Great Falls around the last of April and 2 were 
noted at Turnbull, where they are rare, May 1. First 
dates for Audubon’s Warbler varied from April 5 at 
Bend to May 13 at Fortine (late). They were about 
a week late at Libby (May 1). An Oven-bird in full 
song was positively identified at close range with 
7x35 binoculars in the Little Belt Mts., Montana, 
May 30 (Jeff and Tom Walker). A Yellow-breasted 
Chat (Long-tailed) appeared near Great Falls, May 
17. A few appeared as usual at Four Lakes near 
Spokane. The Black-capped Warbler appeared to be 
rather common, more so than usual at Missoula. An 
Am. Redstart was noted at Warm Springs. 

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles —Bobolinks were 
reported only from Missoula, arriving on May 22. 
Western Meadowlarks arrived during March and early 
April. Yellow-headed Blackbirds arrived in late April 
and May, but Red-winged Blackbirds began returning 
as early as Feb. 16 (Genesee, Idaho) (JV). Bul- 
lock’s Orioles appeared in May. Brewer's Blackbirds 
were migrating in late March and April. The Brown- 
headed Cowbird quite uniformly arrived around the 
middle of May, as did the Western Tanager in most 
localities. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
arrived around the last of May. Lazuli Buntings were 
noted returning from May 12 on. Evening Gros- 
beaks, abundant in western Montana and the Spokane 
area, mostly disappeared around mid-May. Cassin’s 
Finch was generally more abundant than usual and 
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appeared early, in the first part of March. The House 
Finch was abundant as usual at Lewiston in early 
May (Hand). No Pine Grosbeaks were noted in the 
valley at Libby after March 10. A flock of about 1000 
Common Redpolls was at Fortine in April. Pine Sis- 
kins were present in above normal numbers during 
the period. The Am. Goldfinch, where not resident, 
appeared in late April and May. Red Crossbills, 
widely reported west of the divide, lingered in the 
yalleys into June. Spotted Towhees, where not win- 
tering, appeared on March 12 at Warm Springs; 
March 24 at Libby and May 3 at Great Falls, to men- 
tion only a few dates. Savannah and Vesper Sparrows 
appeared mostly during the last half of April; Lewis- 
ton had the former on April 6. Lark Sparrows ap- 
peared in May. A few Slate-colored Juncos were 
noted at Great Falls (early April) and Turnbull 
(May 1). Oregon Juncos appeared to have spread 
out to their breeding places in western Montana dur- 
ing March and early April, but were still migrating 
in peak numbers on April 28 at Great Falls. Am. 
Tree Sparrow reports were few: last seen at Lewis- 
ton, April 6, and one seen at Great Falls the next 
day. Chipping Sparrows mostly arrived from May 1 
on. Brewer's Sparrow, noted only in central Oregon 
and along the Snake River in eastern Washington, 
first appeared on April 30. White-crowned Sparrows 
appeared to migrate through in about normal num- 
bers between late April and mid-May. Golden- 
crowned Sparrows migrated through Bend from April 
24 to May 16; one was noted at Spokane, May 21 
(SOS). One White-throated Sparrow was noted at 
Great Falls, May 29. Fox Sparrows arrived in late 
March (Lewiston) or April (April 2 at Fortine and 
April 24 at Bend). A few Lincoln’s Sparrows ap- 
peared in mid-May (Great Falls, Libby, Spokane) but 
were at Lewiston, April 6. An influx of Song Spar- 
rows was noted in late March and early April in 
western Montana. They arrived the last of April at 
Great Falls. McCown’s and Chestnut-collared Long- 
spurs were common near Great Falls on May 7.— 
THOMAS RoGErRs, Libby, Mont. 


GREAT BASIN-CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—Spring was delayed in starting 


and was one of the latest on record. In Wyoming it 
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started to catch up in Mid-May, but elsewhere re- 
mained behind. The season was almost a month 
behind at Bear River Marshes at the north end of 
Great Salt Lake. Moisture was normal, continuing a 
reversal of trend which started in the winter. Don 
Thatcher of Denver, with more facts and figures 
than the rest of us, can give more exact dates on 


arrivals; he found the average of all species was 5 
days late. Sidney Hyde, reporting from Gunnison 
(el. 7750 ft.) in west central Colorado, had a snow 
storm, May 27; many of the spring migrants had 
not yet arrived there by June 1. Nowhere in this 
Region were Olive-sided Flycatchers reported by 
June 1, which is normal. This points out the futility 
of covering the entire spring migration in this issue. 
The altitudinal as well as latitudinal migration com- 
plicates matters further with such varied climates so 
close together. 

Grebes.—For some reason there was a tremendous 
concentration of Eared Grebes at Bear River Marshes, 
according to Vanez Wilson, the refuge manager. By 
April 28 the count was 10,900, whereas only 226 
were recorded last year. The Carson sink adjoining 
the Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada was flooded 
by the water of the 1950-51 winter, and the lake 
formed has been slowly drying up since. Therefore, 
many water birds like the Western Grebe are decreas- 
ing in numbers in that area. This is from the very 
excellent report from Stillwater Refuge by biologist 
Leroy Giles and refuge manager Chester Markley. 

Cormorants.—From Stillwater also comes word of 
another inept control program by sportsmen. This time 
it is the Double-crested Cormorant that is being 
“controled.” One of the favorite feeding areas of 
the cormorant is the Carson River below Lahontan 
Dam. The Carson River supplies the Stillwater 
Refuge. This stretch of river was heavily stocked 
with hatchery trout in April. The sportsmen spent 
much time shooting at the cormorants to ‘‘control’’ 
them. The actual kill of cormorants was low because 
the birds, after being shot at, became exceedingly 
wary. Judging from various accounts the kill was 
somewhere between 70 and 250. The true figure of 
mortality is relatively immaterial for it is only a 
fraction of the local population of more than 6000 
birds that range out from the nesting islands of 
Pyramid Lake. The actual effect of the control pro- 
gram was a hazing and dispersal to other feeding 
areas. The cormorants increased at Stillwater. 

Geese and Ducks.—Ken McLeod of Klamath Falls 
in eastern Oregon reported on 5 banding returns 
from Lower Klamath Lake of Snow Geese and Pin- 
tails that were returned by the Russians from eastern 
Siberia over the past 3 years. This spring at Tule 
Lake they dyed some 45 Snow Geese red and 15 
Ross’s Geese yellow to study migration. Incidentally, 
the dye was in an alcoholic solution and was absorbed, 
causing the birds to go on a binge; but imagine 
having 15 Ross’s Geese to dye. 

The position of the ducks at Stillwater during 
AFN’s spring of April and May is, to say the least, 
uncooperative, and this pattern applies to the whole 
of the Great Basin. The spring migration is well 
past its peak by April 1 and the concentration of 
ducks goes steadily down until late Mav when only 
4500 were recorded at Stillwater. It then will rise 
for the nesting season which starts in June, much of 
the nesting population coming from very late arrivals. 
So for waterfowl in the Great Basin this is not the 
spring migration issue even in as late a season as this. 

Clifton Greenhalgh reported a concentration of 150 
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Hooded Mergansers at Bear Lake in northeastern 
Utah, April 20. Charles Bryant at Monte Vista Wild- 
life Refuge in Southern Colorado reported a very 
good hatch already for the nesting ducks. 

Cranes and Coot.—A pair of Sandhill Cranes nested 
at Leek’s pond in Jackson Hole (Jepson). At Still- 
water Refuge the peak of the Am. Coot migration 
was 24,000 on April 12, which dwindled to 4800 by 
late May. This bird has been decreasing there for 
2 years. It is hoped that this decrease will continue 
as the population is over the food producing capacity 
of the marsh. Am. Coot numbers have been at such a 
high level that these birds have been consuming a 
disproportionate share of sago pond weed and other 
submerged aquatics. Redheads depend upon the sago 
to such an extent that their numbers decrease if the 
sago disappears. Coots do the greatest damage by eat- 
ing sago in the early growth stage before it can make 
a crop of seed (Leroy Giles). 

Shorebirds.—All reports indicate a very good spring 
migration of shorebirds. Fifty-seven Red-backed Sand- 
pipers were seen at Stillwater on May 4; this is an 
uncommon bird in the Great Basin. Two Black-necked 
Stilts were seen at Ocean Lake in central Wyoming 
during May (Wyo. Aud. Soc.). The bird is common 
farther west, however. At Stillwater the high count 
for migrating dowitchers was 5000 on May 4. The 
Western Sandpiper’s high count (30,000) was on the 
same day. A Sanderling was seen by Lambertsen near 
Rawlins, Wyo., on May 3, an unusual spring bird in 
Wyoming. Northern Phalaropes migrated through 
this whole Region in early May, as many reports 
indicate. After the middle of May their numbers 
diminished rapidly. 

Gulls and Terns—The Bear River Marshes re- 
corded an increase of nesting California Gulls this 
year. From 4821 nests in 1954 to 6123 this season. 
The Caspian Tern failed to arrive at Bear River this 
spring where it has been a common summer resident. 
We presume that the season merely slowed it up. 
Three Black Terns were seen at Gunnison by Hyde 
for the first record of that region; elsewhere this 
species is common at lower altitudes. 

Land birds.—Cogswell had an albino raven in Ante- 
lope Valley in central Nevada on April 10 with plum- 
age which looked like that of a first-year Glaucous- 
winged Gull. The warblers were very late and there 
were few notable records. Three Myrtle Warblers 
were in Rawlins, May 9 (JL); 2 at Georgetown 
west of Denver, April 30 (Thatcher). A (Grinnell’s) 
Northern Water-thrush was at Rawlins, May 26 (JL), 
another at Ocean Lake, May 22 (OKS); and still 
another at Gunnison, May 22 (Hyde). Mrs. Shaw 
found 10 Virginia’s Warblers at Nampa in south- 
western Idaho on May 29. This was her first record 
for the species. The Orange-crowned Warbler was 
characterized by its absence, being missed in central 
Wyoming (OKS), Durango in southwestern Col- 
orado (Reames), and Denver (Thatcher). Western 
Tanagers were especially common in Durango 
(Reames), doubtless due to the continued winter 
weather to the north, as Hyde at Gunnison had not 
yet seen this common western bird by June 1.—Dnr. 
OLIVER K. Scott, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
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SOUTHWEST REGION.—The spring was unusual 
for its low maximum daily temperatures, coupled with 
much wind and dust. This is a dry season in the 
Southwest, but some spotty heavy rains fel] in 
parts of New Mexico with snow at Los Alamos as 
late as May 18 and 19. Run-off in most major streams 
was small and the huge Lake Mead reservoir was at 
an all-time low. The colder-than-average weather Pre- 
valent since Decem. 
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The land-bird mi- 
gration was reported as unusually heavy and pro. 
tracted by many observers, particularly with respect 
to flycatchers, vireos, and wood warblers, and a num- 
ber of references were made to “waves” which gen- 
erally are not noted in this section as they are in the 


sMiddle West and East. 


Loons through Ibises—Seven Common Loons and 
about 440 Eared Grebes were noted on Havasu Lake, 
Havasu Lake Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., May 
10 (C. R. Darling). A single Least Grebe was seen 
at West Pond, California side near Imperial Dam, on 
the Imperial Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., May 
14 and 15 (Arnold Small, et al.), and May 24 (Gale 
Monson). Sixty White Pelicans were found at San 
Marcial Lake, Socorro Co., N. Mex., March 26, and 
110 were seen about 9 miles north of Truth or Con- 
sequences, N. Mex., the following day (Paul E. 
Bauer). A Double-crested Cormorant was observed 
at Granite Reef Dam on the Salt River east of 
Phoenix, Ariz., April 17 (Maricopa Audubon So- 
ciety), and one lighted on a swimming pool at a 
motel in northwest Tucson, Ariz., May 13 (fide Ivan 
Peters). About 15 Snowy Egret nests were found in 
a heronry on the New Mexico side of the Rio Grande 
7 miles above El Paso, Tex., April 27: at least one 
held eggs (Lena McBee). Two Least Bitterns were 
seen at a marsh about 1 mile south of Palo Verde, 
Maricopa Co., Ariz., May 26 (J. R. Werner). Seventy 
Wood Ibises were seen flying north over the west side 
of Tucson on the very early date of May 15 (James 
Gates). 

W aterfowl.—W aterfowl were generally quite scarce 
in the Region, most of them having departed for the 
north during the previous period. Twenty Blue- 
winged Teal were recorded at Ramsey Pond, near 
Peoria, Ariz., April 2 (MAS), and a pair was noted 
at West Pond, Imperial Refuge, April 30 (Burt L. 
Monroe, Jr.,. GM). A female Am. Golden-eye was 
seen near San Ildefonso, Santa Fe Co., N. Mex., 
April 17 (Patricia R. Snider). Two female Buffle- 
heads were lingering at West Pond, Imperial Refuge, 
May 24 (GM). 

Hawks.—The Mexican Black Hawk was nesting 
again near Fort McDowell, Ariz., May 11 (Agnes 
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Hawkins, Mal Plunkett). A Marsh Hawk’s nest with 
5 eggs was found on the Bosque del Apache Nat’l. 
Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., May 9 (Raymond J. 
Fleetwood). Late records for this hawk included a 
female at Mittry Lake, near Yuma, Ariz., May 14 
(AS, et al), and one at Tal-Wi-Wi, 414 miles north 
of Litchfield Park, Ariz, May 15 (MP). An Osprey 
was found at Blue Point, on the Salt River above 
Granite Reef Dam, April 26 (AH). 

Cranes through Gulls——One Sandhill Crane re- 
mained at the Bosque del Apache Refuge until April 
25 (RJF). Three Virginia Rails were seen at the 
Palo Verde marsh, May 26 (JRW). A flock of 65 
Willets was observed north of El Paso, May 8 (PEB, 
Mary Belle Keefer). Seven dowitchers were still 
present southwest of Phoenix, near the Salt River, 
May 8 (MP). The Am. Avocet was scarce in the 
lower Colorado valley (GM). A male Wilson’s 
Phalarope was seen at Ascarate Lake, El Paso, on 
the unusual date of March 5 (PEB), and one was 
found in a Horned Owl’s nest on the Bosque Refuge, 
April 25 (RJF). A Bonaparte’s Gull was noted on 
the lower part of the Imperial Refuge, between Mar- 
tinez and Ferguson Lakes, April 2 (GM), and one 
was seen at Arivaca Junction, Ariz. (‘‘Kinsley’s’’), 
April 3 (Florence and Ross Thornburg, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. B. Paterson). 
~ Owls through Hummingbirds —A Ferruginous Owl 
was discovered near Cabeza Prieta Tanks, in the 
Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Yuma Co., Ariz., April 
10 (H. K. Buechner, GM). Three or 4 Black Swifts 
were seen in a flock of White-throated Swifts on the 
Echo Park Amphitheater mesa, north of Abiquiu, Rio 
Arriba Co., N. Mex., April 17 (PRS) for the first 
spring record in the state. Vaux’s Swifts passed 
through southwestern Arizona in good numbers (GM, 
et al.), and one was noted in the Tucson area (FT); 
otherwise they were unreported. A Rufous Hum- 
mingbird was observed at Heart Tank in the Sierra 
Pinta, Cabeza Prieta Game Range, as late as April 10 
(HKB). A male Rivoli’s Hummingbird was seen 
in Madera Canyon, Santa Rita Mts., Ariz., April 30 
(MAS, Tucson Audubon Society). 

Flycatchers and Swallows —A Lesser Crested Fly- 
catcher was found at Bard, Imperial Co., Calif., May 
7 (GM), and 2 were in the same locality, May 12 
(Bruce K. Harris, GM). Two were noted at Verde 
Hot Springs, Yavapai Co., Ariz., May 24 to 26 
(Una Miller). A Black Phoebe was seen at Alcalde, 
on the east side of the Rio Grande above San Juan 
Pueblo, N. Mex., May 29 (Leslie Hawkins, V. Mow- 
bray). The Western Flycatcher was unusually com- 
mon in migration throughout the Region. The Olive- 
sided Flycatcher was common on the deserts of Yuma 
Co., Ariz., being first seen on May 6 near Chain 
Tank in the Castle Dome Mts., the Kofa Game Range 
(GM). A male Purple Martin was flying over the 
California Swamp, on the California side of the 
Colorado River between Laguna and Imperial Dams, 
April 30 (BLM, GM); another was seen at Imperial 
Dam, May 14 (AS, ef al.), and one was observed at 
Socorro, N. Mex., May 11 (RJF). 

Nuthatches through W axwings.—Two Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were found in pifions along the South 







Rim of the Grand Canyon, Ariz., April 8 (Howard 
L. Cogswell), and one stayed at El Paso until May 4 
(LM). A very late House Wren was observed at Mc- 
Pherson Tank in the Castle Dome Mts., Kofa Game 
Range, May 6 (GM). Two Catbirds were seen along 
Oak Creek Canyon, Ariz., May 28 (James T. Bialac). 
Three juvenile Leconte’s Thrashers were found about 
9 miles south of Mohawk, Yuma Co., Ariz., April 11 
(GM). A late Sage Thrasher was seen at the same 
place on the same date (GM), and a very late one 
was at El Paso, April 27 (LM). Late Hermit 
Thrushes were one at Chain Tank, Kofa Game Range, 
May 5 (GM) and 8 at El Paso, May 8 (LM). The 
Olive-backed Thrush was common on the western 
half of the Cabeza Prieta Game Range, May 14 and 
15 (GM). A flock of 10 Townsend's Solitaires was 
found on the Cienega Ranch, near Prescott, Ariz., 
April 19 (UM). One hundred Cedar Waxwings were 
staying at Albuquerque, N. Mex., April 4, and 12 
remained until at least May 4 (F. J. Freeman). A 
flock of 113 was in Phoenix until April 25, and 9 
were present until at least May 20 (J. M. Simpson). 

Common Starling.—Nesting records were: 3 pairs 
nesting near the Gila River southwest of Phoenix, 
April 10 (JTB, JRW); nests at Peoria, April 1; 
and 2 nests at Tempe, Ariz., April 19 (R. Roy John- 
son). Two or more pairs were seen south of Tucson, 
May 14 (Thornburgs), and one was seen in Kingman, 
Ariz., April 7 (HLC). 

Vireos and Wood Warblers —Bell’s Vireo was very 
scarce along the lower Colorado River (GM, et al.). 
A Gray Vireo was present at Buck Mountain Tank, 
in the Buck Mountains, Cabeza Prieta Game Range, 
May 14, quite late (GM). The Solitary Vireo re- 
mained extremely late in southwestern Arizona, as 
attested by one seen at Drill Hole Tank in the Kofa 
Mts., Kofa Game Range, May 27, and one in woods 
along the Colorado River near the Hoge Ranch, on 
the Arizona side of the Imperial Refuge, June 2 
(GM). A Black and White Warbler was noted in a 
vineyard east of El Paso, May 15 (MBK, Ethel Noble, 
Jasper Woolridge). Lucy’s Warbler failed to appear 
along the lower Colorado River, although seemingly 
as common as usual west to at least the northern side 
of the Kofa Game Range (GM, ef al.). A Myrtle 
Warbler was observed on the Bosque Refuge, April 
7 and 22 (RJF), as were 3 in the Sandia Pueblo Land 
Grant, along the Rio Grande, May 1 (FJF). Town- 
send’s Warbler was numerous on the Yuma County 
deserts, being especially common on the Cabeza Prieta 
Game Refuge, May 15. This species remained late, 
with 3 being seen, May 26, and one on May 27 on 
the north side of the Kofa Game Range (GM). The 
species was numerous in the Huachuca Mts., Ariz., 
May 6 (Thornburgs). A Black-poll Warbler at 
West Pond on the Imperial Refuge, May 15 (AS, 
et al.) was the first record for California. An Oven- 
bird seen at Walnut Grove, along the Hassayampa 
River, Yavapai Co., Ariz., May 4 (Heidi McLernon, 
UM) was the first Arizona record. A Northern 
Water-thrush was noted on the Bosque Refuge, May 
11 (RJF), and one was also seen at Granite Dells, 
north of Prescott, May 24 (HM). Two Red-faced 
Warblers were noted in firs on Bill Williams Moun- 
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tain, Coconino Co., Ariz., May 20 (UM). The Black- 
capped Warbler was a very common transient, espe- 
cially in Arizona, where a like number has not been 
seen in recent years. Many were still present at Pres- 
cott, June 1 (UM), and 4 were seen on the Imperial 
Refuge (Arizona side between the Hoge Ranch and 
Picacho), June 3 (GM). A male Am. Redstart was 
seen at Arch Tanks, Castle Dome Mts., Kofa Game 
Refuge, May 20 (GM). A Painted Redstart was 
found in cottonwoods at Verde Hot Springs, May 24 
to 26 (UM). 

Blackbirds and Tanagers—A male Bobolink was 
observed just north of Taos, N. Mex., May 29 (PRS). 
A Boat-tailed Grackle was noted near Alcalde, May 
29 (LH, VM). Two male Bronzed Cowbirds were 
seen at Bard, April 30 (BLM, GM); a male was 
seen there, May 3 and 7 (GM); and a female was 
collected, May 13, for the first California specimen 
(BKH, GM). The Western Tanager was an especially 
common migrant in the Yuma County deserts (GM), 
and it was common elsewhere with the exception of 
Prescott, where fewer were noted (HM, UM). 

Finches and Sparrows.—A pair of Indigo Buntings 
was found near Prescott, May 24 (UM), and one 
was seen at Indian Gardens in Oak Creek Canyon, 
May 28 (JTB). Unusually early Lazuli Bunting 
records were 3 at Boulder City, Nev., April 4 (Nora 
Poyser), and 2 at Heart Tank on the Cabeza Prieta 
Game Range, April 9 (GM). More than 100 Evening 
Grosbeaks were seen along the South Rim of the 
Grand Canyon, April 8 (HLC). Lawrence’s Gold- 
finches were found at Tucson until April 20 (Thorn- 
burgs), and remained at the south foot of the Santa 
Catalina Mts., until May 11 (R. Jenks, et al.). A 
female was found at McPherson Tank, Kofa Game 
Range, May 6 (GM). The Green-tailed Towhee was 
unusually common at Prescott (HM); 1 at Heart 
Tank, Cabeza Prieta Game Range, May 15 (GM), 
and 2 at Phoenix, May 17 (JMS), were quite late. 
A Rufous-crowned Sparrow was seen in Frijoles 
Canyon on the Bandelier Nat'l. Monument, N. Mex., 
May 29 (Marge and Don Cromer). Six Oregon 
Juncos were still present 4 miles west of Goodyear, 
Ariz., April 9 (JRW). A Gray-headed Junco at 
Chamberino, Dona Ana Co., N. Mex., May 8 (PEB, 
MBK) was very late. A White-throated Sparrow 
was seen at Tempe, April 21 (Hugh Hanson). At 
least one Swamp Sparrow remained on the Bosque 
Refuge until May 13 (RJF).—GaLe Monson, U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Yuma, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—April was 
cooler than average, and the precipitation was more 
than normal, but well distributed throughout the 
month, with no heavy falls. The average monthly tem- 
perature in May was one of the coolest of record. 
The average cloudiness was greater than normal; the 
total precipitation was slightly less than normal, with 
no heavy falls. All observers felt the migration was 
from ten days to two weeks late, especially for those 
species which normally pass through in March and 
early April. One of the events of the season was the 
unusually heavy migration of Golden-crowned Spar- 
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rows in the northern Part. 

Loons, Grebes, Cormoy. 
ants.—Two Common Loops 
and 5 Arctic Loons were 
seen on Admiralty Inlet 
(that body of water from 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
to the opening of Hood Ca. 
nal, often included in gen. 
eral name of Puget Sound), 
May 8 (Zella M. Schultz 
and Garret Eddy). Two 
Red-throated Loons were 
seen at Victoria in early May, 
and one May 11 (A. R. 
Davidson). One at Seattle, 
May 8, was in winter plumage (ZMS, GE). Red. 
necked Grebes were at Lake Crescent, Wash., April 
16 (3 in breeding and 1 in winter plumage, ZMS). 
There were 4 Red-necked and 15 Horned Grebes on 
Admiralty Inlet, May 8. A flock of 8 Horned was in 
breeding plumage at Port Angeles, Wash., April 15 
(ZMS); and the last was seen at Blaine, May 10, 
where they had been scarce (Lucile H. Kline). The 
Western Grebe flock at Victoria gradually diminished 




















‘from April 1 to mid-May. There were 3 at the Ship 


Canal, Seattle, and 6 scattered on Puget Sound to 
Admiralty Inlet, May 8 (ZMS, GE). The last (3) 
were at Blaine, May 21. A Double-crested Cormorant 
at Bellevue, April 23, was in full breeding plumage 
(Seattle Audubon Society). On a cruise from Seattle 
to the Strait of Juan de Fuca, May 8, 1 Double. 
crested, 247 Brandt's, and 38 Pelagic Cormorants 
were tallied (ZMS, GE). The Pelagic were showing 
white breeding patches at Victoria in early March 
(ARD). 

Swans, Geese, Brant—A flock of about 30 large, 
very white birds flying north over Victoria, March 27, 
were assumed to be Whistling Swans; 3 were seen 
on one of the bays, May 25. A flock of about 75 geese 
flying high over Seattle, April 30, were judged to 
be Canadas by their size. With them was one white 
bird which was probably a Snow Goose (ZMS). All 
geese were scarce at Comox, except Black Brant, 
which were late, but came through in good numbers, 
better than last year. They were still migrating, May 
15 (Theed Pearse). They went through the Victoria 
area in good numbers until the first week in May. 

Ducks.—All species left Comox early, and few 
were present at the end of the period; males were 
flocking unusually early (10 male Mallards were 
seen, May 14). A pair of Gadwalls at Bellevue, April 
23, was the last seen in the Seattle area (SAS). The 
last Pintails (2) were at Blaine, April 20. Pintails 
(20+) and Canvas-backs (102) were seen at Grays 
Harbor, April 17 (ZMS). The last Am. Widgeon was 
noted at Blaine, May 20. About 12 Shovellers at 
Comox, May 14, were the largest number of adults 
ever seen there by Pearse. A pair was at Seattle, 
April 30 (SAS). Six Wood Ducks were seen at 
Blaine, March 5, and the last (2), May 20. The last 
Greater Scaup (11) were seen at Seattle, May 8 
(ZMS, GE), and at Blaine (31), May 20 (LHK). 
Am. Golden-eyes were plentiful near Port Angeles, 
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April 15 (ZMS) ; the last at Blaine were seen, April 
93 (LHK). At least 6 Barrow’s Golden-eyes, appar- 
ently paired, were at Port Angeles, April 15 (ZMS), 
and one was seen at Seattle, May 4 (Ward Beecher), 
both seen in close association with Am. Golden-eyes. 
Buffle-heads left Seattle, April 30 (SAS), and Blaine, 
April 22 (LHK). Two Old-squaws were seen off 
Whidbey Island, May 8 (ZMS, GE). There were 
an estimated 50 male Harlequin Ducks congregated 
at Comox, May 28, where there was an unusual 
migration of scoters, May 22. Those identified were 
White-wings. From Seattle to the Strait, May 8, 
Eddy and Schultz tallied 68 White-winged, 39 Surf 
Scoters, 29 Red-breasted Mergansers, and 2 Am. Mer- 
gansers. At Comox, 46 male Americans were flocked, 
May 10; the last were seen at Blaine, May 21. 

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles——All birds of prey were 
scarce at Victoria; a Turkey Vulture was seen, April 
24. Three vultures were seen near Humptulips, 
Wash., April 16, and 2 north of Shelton, April 17 
(ZMS). Single Goshawks were reported as follows: 
Victoria, Jan. 24 and May 10 (ARD); Seattle, April 
30 (SAS) and May 7, probably the same bird (Irene 
Urquhart). Bald Eagles (4) were seen at Victoria, 
May 4. One Marsh Hawk was at Bellevue, April 10 
(Walter Hagenstein). 

Shorebirds—There were 6 Ringed Plovers at Vic- 
toria, May 11. Over 60 Black-bellied Plovers, in 
summer dress, were at Dungeness, Wash., March 31, 
with others in winter and intermediate dress (Vivian 
Thorne). About 200 Black-bellied Plovers, mostly 
in breeding plumage, were at Copalis Beach, Wash., 
April 17. Over 100 Black Turnstones were at Dunge- 
ness, March 31 (VT), and 8 at Port Angeles, April 
15 (ZMS). A Ruddy Turnstone at Port Angeles, 
March 31, was well into summer plumage (VT). 
Four Ruddies were seen at Victoria, May 19. The 
last Wilson’s Snipe was seen at Blaine, April 20, 
where they had been scarce. One to 3 Hudsonian 
Curlews were noted at Victoria from May 6 to 8. A 
Greater Yellow-legs’ migration was noted at Copalis 
Beach, April 16 and 17 (ZMS). They trickled 
through the Blaine area from April 18 to May 17. 
They came to Victoria, April 18. A Lesser Yellow- 
legs (unusual in spring) was seen at Comox, May 
15. Six Pectoral Sandpipers were seen at Victoria, 
May 13. At Dungeness on March 31, there were lit- 
erally thousands of Western and Red-backed Sand- 
pipers, with a few Least (VT). Over a thousand 
small sandpipers at Blaine, March 24, were too far 
out on flats for exact identification, but were probably 
Westerns and Red-backs. Nine Least Sandpipers were 
seen at Victoria, April 29 (not common in spring). 
Around Grays Harbor, April 17, it was estimated 
by careful sample count there were about 30,000 
sandpipers in two flocks, mainly Red-backed (ZMS). 
The last Red-backed Sandpipers were noted at 
Blaine, May 1; and a few were still at Victoria at 
the end of the period. Two Long-billed Dowitchers 
were at Copalis, April 17, and 2 at Victoria, May 8. 
They showed up well at Comox, over 100 being seen 
on one occasion (R. Fryer fide Pearse); 2 on May 
31 were very late. Two Semipalmated Sandpipers were 
seen at Victoria, May 25. At Copalis, April 17, there 








were hundreds of Sanderlings and Red-backed Sand- 
pipers, plus a smaller number of Westerns, on the 
sandy beaches; most were in breeding plumage 
(ZMS). Over 1000 Westerns at Blaine, May 13, were 
the last seen. There were 8 at Victoria, May 8; 3 
or more at Comox, May 31, were very late. There was 
a flock of 23 Sanderlings at Dungeness, March 31 
(VT). A pair of Northern Phalaropes was collected 
on Admiralty Inlet, May 8; no others were seen 
on the trip (ZMS, GE). 

Gulls, Alcids—There was a heavy movement of 
Glaucous-winged Gulls in the Comox area on March 
23 and 24, and a huge concentration on herring 
spawn in April, composed of many thousands of 
adult and immature Glaucous-wings, with a good 
sprinkling of Herring Gulls of both subspecies, and 
a few California Gulls. About 25 Herring Gulls were 
seen at Copalis, April 17 (ZMS), and about 50 at 
Bellevue, April 13 (SAS). Three were seen on Ad- 
miralty Inlet, May 8 (ZMS, GE). California Gulls 
passed through Comox in unusually large numbers 
the week of May 23. Some Short-billed Gulls at 
Grays Harbor, April 17, were the last seen in the 
central part of the Region by Mrs. Schultz; 20 were 
at Blaine, April 18 (LHK). Bonaparte’s Gulls were 
numerous and migrating in the area from Edmonds 
to Kingston, Wash., April 15 (ZMS). They came to 
Blaine on April 24. There was a big migration at 
Comox, May 6; 3 large flocks must have totaled 
thousands (TP). There were at least 1000, mostly 
adults, on Admiralty Inlet, May 8, feeding on shrimp. 
On the cruise from Seattle to the Strait, May 8, Eddy 
and Schultz counted over a dozen Common Terns, 916 
“ommon Murres (half in breeding plumage), 74 
Pigeon Guillemots (in breeding plumage and mostly 
in pairs), 104 Marbled Murrelets (in breeding plum- 
age and mostly in pairs), 154 Rhinoceros Auklets (in 
breeding plumage), and 53 Tufted Puffiins (in high 
breeding plumage). 

Flycatchers.—All flycatchers were scarce at Comox 
to the end of period; only one Traill’s and one Olive- 
sided were heard, May 23, in an area where there 
should be a number. No Traill’s Flycatchers were re- 
ported in the Seattle area. A few Western Flycatchers 
came to Victoria, April 17, and they were common 
by May 31. At Seattle, the Western Flycatcher was 
about two weeks late, with the first heard, May 1 
(ZMS). There was a small wave of Western and 
Olive-sided Flycatchers in Seattle, May 10 (WB). 
The Olive-sided arrived at Victoria, May 22. Olive- 
sided and Hammond's Flycatchers were noted at 
Spanaway, south of Tacoma, May 15 (ZMS). 

Swallows, Martins —Usually the more northern 
nesting swallows move through very early, followed 
after an interval by the local nesting birds. A flock 
of about 50 (species?) arrived at Victoria, March 
12, in a heavy snowstorm, and on March 15 about 
150 Violet-greens were flying over flooded fields. 
Violet-greens were noted at Kent, Wash., March 9, 
Bellevue, March 12, and Blaine, March 18. An esti- 
mated 1000 were noted at Victoria, April 2, and the 
local nesters at Seattle, April 6. The first (16) were 
seen at Rockport, April 5 (FMS). Tree Swallows 
were seen at Bellevue, Feb. 13, and again on March 
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8 (WH); at Blaine on April 1; and again on May 
6. The first Rough-winged and Cliff Swallows were 
seen at Bellevue, April 17. Rough-wings arrived at 
Victoria, May 1. Barn Swallows arrived at Bellevue, 
April 23 (SAS); at Blaine, April 28; and at Vic- 
toria, April 29. Pearse saw very few swallows to 
the end of period, but the local colony of Cliff Swal- 
lows was about the same as last year. Only a few 
Cliff Swallows had been noted at Victoria to May 31. 
The distribution of Purple Martins is of interest in 
western Washington and British Columbia as they 
seem to have decreased during the past few years. 
The first was observed in the Seattle business dis- 
trict, May 2 (WB); at Bellevue, May 22 (WH); 
and at Victoria, May 24. There was a full population 
at Spanaway, May 15, which is one of their favorite 
places (SAS). 

Thrushes.—WVaried Thrushes are to be found in 
summer in thick stands of timber only, regardless of 
altitude. The spring movement is to these timbered 
areas. The last seen at Blaine (6) were on April 2. 
At Victoria, one was seen, April 27, May 8, and May 
17. A few Hermit Thrushes passed through the Vic- 
toria area from April 16 to May 17, only one being 
seen at a time. There was a small wave of the 
Alaska subspecies (guttata) at Comox, May 6, with 
warblers. This followed after the end of a cold 
north wind. The first Hermit Thrush was reported at 
Seattle, May 1, and the last, May 22 (Mr. & Mrs. 
R. M. Boggs). One was heard at Bellevue, May 15 
(WH). Two Olive-backed Thrushes were noted at 
Seattle, May 16 (RMB), and they arrived at Vic- 
toria, May 22, where they were common at the end 
of period. A pair of Western Bluebirds were appar- 
ently ‘house hunting’’ at Kirkland, King Co., Wash., 
April 14 (Mrs. E. Perrine). Two were seen at Vic- 
toria, May 7 (almost rare, ARD). Two pairs of 
Mountain Bluebirds were seen at Rockport, April 
3 to 28, and one was seen near Comox, April 10. 
A Townsend’s Solitaire was seen at Blaine on May 17 
only; the first was at Seattle, April 18 (RMB). 

Pipits, Shrikes, Starlings—Water Pipits passed 
through the Region during April. The first were seen 
at Victoria, April 2; Seattle, April 7 (last, April 30) ; 
and about 150 were at Blaine for one day only, April 
20. A Loggerhead Shrike at Bellevue, April 2, was 
satisfactorily described by Keith McDonald, who used 
a telescope. No Common Starlings were reported by 
any observer, which seems strange in view of the 
numerous reports during the winter. 

Vireos, Warblers—All vireos were very scarce at 
Comox; only 3 Solitary Vireos (Cassin’s) were heard, 
May 23, on an area that should have produced a 
dozen or more. Two Solitary Vireos (Cassin’s) 
were noted at Rockport, May 14. The first Solitary 
Vireo was heard at Victoria, April 14, and at Seattle, 
April 24, where Beecher witnessed a small wave of 
Solitary and Warbling Vireos (with almost every 
species of warbler) on May 10. Red-eyed Vireos (3), 
were singing at Blaine, May 24. Hutton’s and 
Warbling Vireos were first reported at Seattle, May 
9 (RMB). Orange-crowned Warblers (4) were 
singing at Blaine, April 4. They arrived at Victoria, 
April 5, and were common by May 31. They were not 
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noted in southwest Seattle until April 6 (RMB). 
and north of Seattle, April 14 (ZMS). Many 
warblers of all kinds went through Comox, May 6, 
just after a cold north wind. The first Yellow 
Warblers (2) were seen at Seattle, April 30 (SAS): 
at Victoria, May 3 (ARD); and at Blaine, May ¢ 
(LHK). They did not reach Rockport (in the moun. 
tains) until May 20 (FMS). A pair of Myrtle 
Warblers was noted at Comox, May 6, 10 days later 
than the usual date for passing through. They were 
seen at Bellevue (WH), and Victoria (ARD) op 
May 8. Audubon’s Warblers came to Rockport, April 
13. Townsend's Warblers arrived at Victoria, April 
6, and were fairly common by May 31. They were not 
noted at Seattle until May 24 (RMB). Macgillivray’s 
Warblers were scarce at Comox, and were not heard 
until mid-May. They were first noted at Spanaway, 
May 15 (ZMS), and at Seattle, May 22 (RMB). 
Common Yellowthroats were seen at Copalis, April 
17, and at Bellevue, April 24. They were common 
at Seattle by April 30 (SAS). Yellowthroats were 
seen at Victoria, May 22 (usually uncommon, ARD),. 
Black-capped Warblers came to Seattle, May 7, where 
they were as numerous as last year, if not more so 
(ZMS). One was seen at Victoria, where they are 
not common. on May 8. 

Tanagers, Grosbeaks, Finches —A male Western 
Tanager was seen at Seattle, May 7, Victoria, May 
11, and at Rockport, May 13. The first Black-headed 
Grosbeak was heard in Victoria, May 17; at Issaquah 
and at Seattle on May 22. Three Lazuli Buntings 
were at Rockport on May 28 (FMS), and at Mrs. 
Kline's place near Blaine, May 29. A few Evening 
Grosbeaks were still around Seattle at the end of 
period (ZMS). House Finches were seen frequently 
in the Comox area (R. Fryer, fide Pearse). Am. Gold- 
finches (2) arrived at Blaine, April 30, with a wave 
of about 135 on May 21. They were first reported at 
Seattle, May 4 (RMB), and at Victoria, May 11 
(ARD). 

Sparrows——The (Brooks’) Savannah Sparrow 
arrives in the Region in late March or early April, 
and starts nesting by the time the more northerly 
subspecies are passing through. Brooksi was noted at 
Port Townsend, Wash., April 15 (ZMS), and at 
Victoria, April 24, where they were nesting by May 
23 (ARD). Davidson observed a large flock (250+) 
of another subspecies on May 19. Pearse reported the 
Aleutian (sandwichensis) still passing through Co- 
mox, May 27, which was very late. A very unusual 
Lark Sparrow was banded by Mrs. Skinner at Rock- 
port on May 18. Mrs. Kline reported her last Slate- 
colored Junco (Ayemalis) at Blaine on April 4. Chip- 
ping Sparrows were noted at Bellevue, April 10; at 
Victoria, April 16; and at Blaine, April 29. A White- 
crowned Sparrow was singing at Seattle, March 27 
(Violet E. Cannon). The first migrant was noted at 
Victoria, April 2, and at Bellevue, April 5. The first 
Gambel’s White-crown was identified at Blaine, April 
28; 12 were banded; there was a smaller migration 
this year. A heavy migration of Golden-crowned 
Sparrows was reported throughout, far in excess of 
normal at Comox, Victoria and Blaine. Davidson had 
175 at his home in Victoria, May 7, and they had 
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nearly all gone by May 20. Mrs. Kline banded 27 
at Blaine, where the migration started April 29, a 
week later than in 1954, and lasted longer, until May 
2. The last was seen at Seattle, May 28 (RMB). A 
Lincoln's Sparrow was seen at Seattle, April 24, and 
May 9 (RMB). Only one was seen at Victoria, May 
23,—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTz, 
Washington State Museum, University of W ashing- 
ton, Seattle 5, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The rela- 
tively mild temperatures of the past winter continued 
only until April 8, after which daily maxima, and 
frequently min- 
ima also, were 
as much as 2° to 
12° below nor- 
mal. This con- 
tinued until May 
8 near the coast, 
spanning the 
usual period of 
maximum migra- 
tion and perhaps 
accounting for 
the late linger- 
ing of several 
winter visitants 
(e.g., Varied 
and Hermit 
Thrushes) and 
the late arrival 
of some summer 
residents, especially north of San Francisco. Except 
along the northwest coast early April was dry; but 
light rains on about two-thirds of the days between 
April 17 and May 8 brought the season’s total in 
central coast areas to 80% of normal, and in the 
Central Valley to near normal or above. The only 
heavy rain of the period was on April 19 along the 
northwest coast (where there are few observers). 
Mrs. Coy comments on the lack of warm days be- 
tween April 28 and May 25 at Westport and that 
many birds arrived there late. Weather conditions at 
higher altitudes were severe during much of April 
and early May, with brief snowstorms again in mid- 
and late May. Over half of Fitzpatrick’s report from 
the Yosemite area pertained to birds at exceptionally 
low altitudes for so late in the season! 

















In an attempt to detect response in migratory move- 
ment of land birds to favorable (south) winds, or in 
the presence of many grounded migrants to “‘north- 
wind” days following such periods, one of the editors 
tabulated the dates on which there should have been 
numerous arrivals from the south on tail winds of the 
preceding night. North winds constituting supposed 
deterrents (although sometimes quite gentle) to con- 
tinued northward movement occurred on all nights 
except 16 in the main migration period from March 
20 to May 20, and there were favorable (south) 
winds over the whole Region only on nights preceding 
April 14, 22, 24, 28, May 7, and 8. The exceptionally 
great variety (124 species) observed by Minturn at 


Santa Cruz on April 22 and the particular group of 
“unusuals” noted by Fitzpatrick at El Portal on May 
8 might very well be associated with major flights 
on the preceding nights. Too few observers in the 
Region visit the same areas on successive days, or 
even at intervals of a few days or a week, for any 
conclusions to be drawn as to other movements, al- 
though a few isolated instances that are possible 
cases in point are cited below. 

Loons and Grebes.—Loons were seen moving north- 
ward offshore as follows: on April 23 several dozen 
(including 2 Common and at least 15 Arctic) several 
miles off Pt. Pinos; on April 30 one Common, 2 
Arctic (at 18 miles offshore) and about 10 unidenti- 
fied, between the Golden Gate and S. E. Farallon 
Island; and on May 22 in the latter area, about 20 
unidentified, chiefly at 8 to 9 miles offshore (H. L. 
Cogswell). Strageler Common Loons were noted at 
Bodega Bay on May 19 (Joseph Kittredge) and June 
12 (Gordon Bolander). One Arctic Loon was on the 
Bay near Berkeley on May 21 (Harry Adamson) and 
another at Bodega Bay, June 12 (GB). Horned 
Grebes continued numerous coastally into early April, 
the last reported being 5 on April 22 at Bodega Bay 
(JK). Transient Eared Grebes were seen on May 9 
at El Portal, 2000 ft., and in Yosemite Valley, 4000 
ft., in unusual, deep canyon locations for them (W. J. 
Fitzpatrick). 

Albatrosses, Shearwaters and Petrels—Comparative 
numbers of pelagic birds encountered on four differ- 
ent offshore trips indicate that the factors controling 
their day to day distribution are as yet little known. 
In the following listings, those observations dated 
April 23 were made by Laidlaw Williams, H. L. 
Cogswell, and others on the Cooper Ornithological 
Society trip from Monterey to about 8 miles WNW 
of Point Pinos (over the continental slope); those 
dated April 30, by HLC and Mills College students 
between the Golden Gate and the SE Farallon 
Island via the San Francisco Lightship and a detour 
to 6 miles S by E of the island; those dated May 21, 
by Harry Adamson and Golden Gate Audubon mem- 
bers on a trip from northwest of the Golden Gate to 
within about 6 miles of the SE Farallon (not 
reached because of rough seas) and return along the 
Marin County shore; those dated May 22, by HLC and 
and other Golden Gate Audubon members on a trip 
northwestward from the Golden Gate and thence to 
SE Farallon Island, with return via the course 
followed on April 30. All trips from the Golden Gate 
were over continental shelf waters only. Black-footed 
Albatross: 12-15 on April 23 at 3-8 miles, offshore; 1 
on April 30 at 13 miles; none on May 21; 15 (all 
in sight at once) on May 22 at 17 miles offshore. 
Having shifted their attentions from an incoming 
passenger ship, these were baited close by our boat 
for excellent observation and fair photography, and 
one was collected. From this point to about 714 
miles off San Francisco several followed our boat, 
including at least 2 additional birds recognizable by 
plumage (white rumps). Although such numbers can 
be encountered at times off Monterey, this is the 
first record known to us of so many having come so 
far inshore (8-18 miles) of the edge of the conti- 
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nental shelf off San Francisco. Sooty Shearwater: 
10,000 estimated on April 23, mostly in or over water 
teeming with shrimp-like crustaceans (Euphausids?) ; 
none on April 30 up to 17 miles offshore, but then 
a concentration estimated at 50,000 to 100,000 on the 
water in the area 5 to 6 miles E by S of SE Farallon 
Island, the attraction here obviously being Euphausid 
crustaceans, masses of which could be easily scooped 
from the ocean with a bucket (5 Humpback Whales 
were likewise attracted by them); lesser numbers of 
shearwaters thence to the island, and by our return 
through this area 314 hours later the great concen- 
tration of birds had largely dispersed; none on May 
21; and only 2 (!) on May 22. A similar and even 
greater concentration of shearwaters than that of 
April 30 was present in this area and for miles to 
the southwestward on May 24, 1944 (HLC). Pink- 
footed Shearwater: 2 on April 23 (4-6 miles off- 
shore); 13 or more on April 30, in same area as 
Sooties; none on May 21; 5 on May 22 (6-15 miles 
offshore). No other shearwaters were identified on 
any of these trips despite careful search. A single 
petrel (either Black or Ashy) was seen at about 6 
miles E of SE Farallon Island (where the Ashy nests) 
on the May 22 trip (Alan Craig, Evelyn Maino). 
Pelicans, Herons, Ibises —Flocks of White Pelicans 
were seen in migration over El Portal on May 8 
and over Yosemite Valley on May 26 (WJF). A 
heronry on Conway Ranch, Yolo Co., contained about 
50 nesting pairs of Am. Egrets and 250 Black-crowned 
Night Herons on’ March 20; young of the latter about 
4 weeks old were banded there on May 1 (A. J. 
Argante, W. K. Kirsher). In Yolo By-Pass there were 
at least 30 Snowy Egrets on May 17, the largest num- 
ber noted recently in the Sacramento Valley in the 
breeding season (Willy Argante, et al.); they are not, 
however, known to nest there. On May 21 a hereto- 
fore unknown colony of about 120 Am. Egrets on 
Little Marin Island, in the Bay east of San Rafael, 
was observed from a boat, many of the birds appar- 
ently being on nests (HA, ef al.). About 15 Snowy 
Egrets and a Great Blue Heron were also there. A 
single White-faced Ibis spent 3 days in mid-March 7 
miles S of Willows (J. E. Balch), a Sacramento 
Valley area where the species formerly wintered but 
where there have been no recent records. 
Waterfoul—aA few Black Brant appeared at Santa 
Cruz and at Bay Farm Island in April; while at the 
Bodega Bay wintering grounds about 300 present on 
March 3 dwindled to 7 on May 5 (JK)—some last 
stragglers on June 12 (GB). A thousand or more 
White-fronted Geese migrated northward over the 
Arden district, near Sacramento, on April 14 (F. G. 
Evenden), a rather late date. Two pairs of Blue- 
winged Teal visited a 214-acre pond east of Red Bluff 
on March 10 (B. Neilson) and a pair was at Wood- 
land on May 15, 17, and 19 (Earl Albertson). A 
few Greater Scaup were found on San Francisco Bay 
near Berkeley into late May for the second consecu- 
tive year; 2 males and a female on May 20 and 22 
(HLC) and a female on May 21 (HA); 4 males 
were here on May 22, 1954 (HLC). At the Feather 
River reservoir west of Quincy the Barrow’s Golden- 
eyes reported in the last issue (Jan. 31 should read 
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Jan. 28 instead) dwindled to 2 males and 1 female 
on March 18, the last date seen (Bruce Harris), 
Small flocks of Surf Scoters were seen flying north. 
ward offshore from Pt. Pinos on April 23 and off 
the Golden Gate on April 30, but none was in the 
latter area on May 22 (HLC). 

Vultures, Hawks, Quail—A Turkey Vulture nest 
at the Pinnacles held eggs on April 2, but the Golden 
Eagles there did not use the nest they visited jp 
February, although they performed aerial ‘‘surfboard. 
ing’ displays in March and April (Betty Jackson), 
Swainson’s Hawks had arrived by April 13 at Lanes 
Bridge, north of Fresno, but had not been found on 
visits here through March 25 (W. B. Minturn). On 
May 14, 2 male Marsh Hawks engaged in simultan. 
eous “nuptial’’ flights about 400 feet apart over 
grassland west of Snelling, Merced Co., with a female 
foraging near one of them (HLC). An Osprey at 
Yolo By-Pass on May 1 was the first recent record for 
this area (WA, WKK, E. R. Pickett), and single 
Ospreys were at Jenner on March 24, April 8, and 
May 19 (JK). A Peregrine Falcon was seen on May 
29 near the top of Yosemite Falls (HA). At Mills 
College, in Oakland, many pairs of California Quail, 
as well as crowing unmated males, were present; but 
most nests were apparently broken up by unknown 
factors (perhaps disking of undeveloped parts of cam- 
pus was largely responsible) and only one brood of 
young was noted, on May 24 (Mrs. H. E. McMim.). 

Cranes, Coot.—The California Department of Fish 
and Game reported that no Sandhill Cranes remained 
on the Sacramento-San Joaquin delta on March 15, 
but no check had been made since March 1 (when 
some were still present?). In response to the editors’ 
query regarding the effect of the lengthened seasons 
on Am. Coots, E. R. Pickett of Sacramento wrote 
that there has been no observable difference in num- 
bers so far, for they were present in the lower Sacra- 
mento Valley in ‘‘extremely large numbers, especially 
during the early winter when there was lots of 
water.”” On March 25 a lone Am. Coot was on Mirror 
Lake, Yosemite, where the species is a rare straggler 
(WJF). 

Shorebirds.—Ringed Plovers reached a peak of 200 
at Bay Farm Island on April 9 (Junea W. Kelly); 
about 70 were there on April 16 (HLC) ; 25 on April 
30 and 10 on May 8 (JWK). Near Santa Cruz there 
were 10 on April 22 (WBM) and April 28 (Ken 
Legg); and 5 were at the Fresno Sewer Farm on May 
8 (WBM), one of the few inland records in this 
Region. Black-bellied Plovers reached a maximum of 
400 at Bay Farm Island on April 9 and 40 were still 
present on May 8 (JWK). Surf-birds were noted from 
April 3 to 22 at Santa Cruz, a maximum of 8 on the 
latter date (WBM). Ruddy Turnstones were at Bay 
Farm Island on April 3 and 24, and May 3 and 8, 
with a maximum of 7 on May 3 (JWK); one flew 
northward low over the ocean 6 miles west of Pt. 
Pinos on April 23 (HLC). Black Turnstones occurred 
in numbers near Santa Cruz, 50 on April 3 and 85 on 
April 22 (WBM); on this latter date there were 
also about 30 at Pt. Pinos (HLC). Thirty Wilson's 
Snipe were at Neary’s Lagoon, Santa Cruz, on March 
29 (KL). Minturn found 40 Hudsonian Curlews in 
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the Santa Cruz area on April 1, and 42 at the Fresno 
sewer Farm on May 8; 5 were still at Bodega Bay 
on May 26 (JK). Only a few Wandering Tattlers 
were reported, April 22 and 25, at Santa Cruz 
(WBM) and Pt. Pinos (HLC). There was an ex- 
cellent but brief flight of Red Knots at Bay Farm 
Island, with 30 present on April 24; 100 on April 30, 
and 20 on May 3 (JWK). There is a belated but 
important report of the rare Rock Sandpiper—4 
at Eureka on Feb. 5, 1955, “positively identified’’ 
(BH). At Bay Farm Island about 2000 Red-backed 
Sandpipers in mid-April (HLC) decreased in numbers 
noticeably after April 24 and 27, only about 50 being 
present on April 30; and 20 on May 3 (JWK), their 
departure coinciding nicely with the favorable winds 
of April 24 and 28. The species was noted late inland, 
at Woodland, May 15-18 (EA), and 30 were still at 
Bodega Bay on May 19 (JK). Similarly, about 5000 
Western Sandpipers were at Bay Farm Island through- 
out April (JWK, HLC) and their number dropped 
to 2000 by May 3 (JWK); but the peak was in 
marked contrast to the 1949 late April estimate of 
over 30,000 reported here by Storer (Condor, 53, 
1951:188). A peak of 400 Marbled Godwits was at 
Bodega Bay on March 24, only 40 remaining there 
on May 19 (JK). About 50 Wilson's Phalaropes were 
present on May 8 (EA) and 18 (ERP), and a few 
on May 21 (EA), at Woodland in the Sacramento 
Valley, where they are uncommon migrants although 
they nest 120 miles to the southward. At this same 
location there were over 400 Northern Phalaropes on 
May 8 and 21 (EA, ef al.); and about 80 females 
and 10 males were at the Fresno Sewer Farm on May 
8 (WBM). On the coast the first Northerns reported 
were 2 at Santa Cruz, April 22 (WBM). Offshore, 
near the Farallon Islands, there were hundreds to 
thousands of phalaropes on May 21 (HA) and 22 
(HLC), all those close enough to identify being 
Northerns. No Red Phaleropes were reported any- 
where ! 

Gulls, Terns—Near the SE Farallon Island on 
April 30 and May 22 nearly all the thousands of 
Western Gulls present in this nesting area were 
adults, although a few third-year birds were seen 
(HLC); late May was the mid-point of the egg- 
laying season in former years there. Migratory move- 
ment of Bonaparte’s Gull is indicated by 300 seen 
in the Santa Cruz area on April 22 (WBM) and a 
flock of 10 on April 30 on the ocean surface amid 
shearwaters (see above) 17 miles off San Francisco 
(HLC). Three Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen 
flying (and one found dead) at Santa Cruz on April 
22 and 5 at Moss Landing on April 24 (WBM). 
Although the passage of Sabine’s Gulls is often missed 
because of their offshore course, two flocks of about 
15 and 50 were seen flying northward at 10 miles off- 
shore between San Francisco and the Farallon Islands 
on May 22 (HLC, ef al.) and several distant gulls, 
probably of this species, were a few miles from the 
same area on the previous day (HA). An unusually 
large number of Forster's (850) and Common (50) 
Terns were present in the Santa Cruz area on April 
22 (WBM), a “favorable” day for migrants; but the 
same observer listed only 10 Forster's on the follow- 


ing day (? same areas covered). Two Least Terns 
were at Bay Farm Island on April 24 (JWK), and 
30 or more Caspian Terns were there from at least 
mid-April (HLC) to May 8 and their numbers then 
increased to 60 by May 23 (JWK). At Santa Cruz 
about 25 Caspians were seen on April 22 (WBM). 
These localities are each within 20 miles of known or 
probable nesting areas; but at Sacramento By-Pass 
single individuals on May 1 and 16 were new records 
for this inland area (WA, WKK, ERP). There was 
a very unusual concentration of 1000 or more Black 
Terns at the sugar factory ponds at Woodland, May 
8 to 21 (EA, et al.). 

Alcids.—(See above under Albatrosses for localities 
to which these dates refer). Common Murre, 20 on 
April 23; 100 or less en route on April 30 and May 
21 and 22, plus a few thousand at the island, where 
they breed. Pigeon Guillemot, several on April‘ 23; 
several hundred near and at the island on April 30 
and May 22; several near Golden Gate on May 21 
and 22. Cassin’s Auklet, none on April 23 (no breed- 
ing colony near); about 100 (1 collected) on April 
30 up to 5 miles from island; several on May 21 at 
6 to 8 miles from it; less than 100 on May 22, all 
within 114 miles of island. Rhinoceros Auklet, 5 on 
April 23; about 10 on April 30 (1 collected), all 
within 5 miles of island; none on May 21 or 22. 
Tufted Puffin, none on April 23 (no breeding colony 
near); about 20 on April 30; 30 on May 22, all 
near the island, where they nest. 

Pigeons, Road-runners, Owls —A Band-tailed Pig- 
eon seen flying and realighting repeatedly in Thorn- 
hill Canyon, northeast Oakland, on June 13 (HA) 
is perhaps indicative of possible breeding in that 
area. Mourning Dove nests were found on March 29 
and May 9 near Santa Cruz (KL) and on May 20 
at the Pinnacles (D. Bruce Jackson) where several 
were courting on May 5 (BJ). For some years Road- 
runners have been rarely seen near Sacramento, but 
one was between Sacramento and Jackson on April 
3 (M. Joyce). A pair of Horned Owls nested in the 
middle of the heronry on Conway Ranch, Yolo Co., 
2 young being banded on May 1 (AJA, WKK). Four 
Pygmy Owls were seen in Yosemite Valley on March 
27 and one pair was nesting in an old orchard there 
on June 10 (WJF). The wintering Long-eared Owl 
at Courtland stayed until April 8, about 2 weeks later 
than usual (Barbara O'Neill). 

Swifts, Hummingbirds, W oodpeckers.—Three Black 
Swifts were at Lanes Bridge, north of Fresno, on May 
14 (WBM) but they were late (May 27) in reaching 
normal numbers in Yosemite Valley, probably being 
held down to lower altitudes by the wintry weather 
of mid-May (WJF). Vaux’s Swift was first seen at 
Yolo By-Pass (EA) and near Folsom Dam (4, WA) 
on April 17. On the coast they arrived later; April 
27 at Soquel (R. J. Richardson), after which there 
were many records through early May from both 
coastal and inland points; the last undoubted migrants 
were at Arcade, near Sacramento, on May 26 (Muriel 
Kaminsky). Black-chinned Hummingbirds were first 
seen at the Pinnacles on April 13 (BJ) and at Lanes 
Bridge near Fresno on April 29 (WBM). Fledgling 
Anna's Hummingbirds were found at Leona Heights 
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Park, Oakland, on March 14 (HLC), while at Ala- 
meda they left one nest on May 16 (JWK) and at 
the Pinnacles nesting was noted from April 30 onward 
(BJ). At Mills College 5 males of this species were 
studied on territories they held through the winter 
and to about May 15-20, one persisting until at least 
June 4 (HLC). Rufous Hummingbirds were un- 
usually scarce, being detected from March 14, near 
Mills College (HLC) to May 22, near Westport 
(Mrs. R. Coy). At Mills College 4 nests of Allen’s 
Hummingbird ranged in dates for “large nestlings” 
from April 16 to June 6. The two young in one that 
held eggs on May 3 hatched on May 15 and 16 and 
flew on June 6, after 22 and 21 days as nestlings 
(HLC). The “Yellow-shafted Flicker’? reported in 
the last issue from Montclair, Oakland, March 17, 
actually proves, upon subsequent examination of the 
specimen, to be a hybrid, showing mixed red and 
black in the malar stripe and a partial red nuchal 
mark (HLC). Nuttall’s Woodpeckers had large 
nestlings on May 13 at the Pinnacles (BJ, Earl 
Jackson). 

Flycatchers.—Although some Western Kingbirds 
arrived early (see last report), they did not reach 
normal numbers until well into April. Then, on 
April 22 there were 8 at Santa Cruz, where they are 
rarely seen (WBM), and they finally became more 
numerous than ever in the Sacramento area (ERP). 
On May 14 a roadside count along 6 miles of sec- 
ondary road in a sparse oak-grassland habitat in foot- 
hills west of Hornitos, Mariposa Co., yielded an 
average of 7 per mile on roadside fences (HLC). 
Ash-throated Flycatchers were first noted on April 
18 at the Pinnacles (BJ, DBJ), but not until April 
26 near Oakland (JWK) and at Sebastopol (JK). 
Single Gray Flycatchers were detected in migration 
at Lanes Bridge, north of Fresno, on April 29, May 
6, and May 9 (WBM). Western Flycatchers arrived 
on March 26 at Forestville (JK) and March 28 at 
Mills College (HLC) and were heard on March 30 
at Ross (RHP), all being normal dates near the 
coast; but at the Pinnacles Mrs. Jackson reports this 
years March 25 arrival as early, the earliest prior 
arrival record being April 6-7 in 1940. They were 
widespread through the whole Region this year by 
those dates. Western Wood Pewees were first seen 
at the Pinnacles on April 28 and began nesting almost 
immediately (DBJ), but they did not arrive at points 
farther east and north (Fresno, Soquel, Oakland, 
Guerneville) until May 5 to 10. An Olive-sided Fly- 
catcher seen in Montclair, Oakland, on March 29 
(Helen K. Trousdale) was 3 weeks or more early; 
they arrived on April 22 at Carmel Highlands (LW) 
and Santa Cruz (WBM) and by May 2 at Ross, 
Marin Co. (JWK) and May 5 at Mills College, Oak- 
land (HLC). 

Swallows.—A maximum of 130 Tree Swallows seen 
on April 24 at Jenner (JK), where they do not nest 
in any numbers, no doubt indicates a late migratory 
movement. It would be of considerable interest to 
know where these and the thousands which pass 
through southern California in early April go to 
breed, for breeding populations in lowland Cali- 
fornia arrive 1 to 2 months earlier. A Rough-winged 
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Swallow was foraging over the Truckee River at 
Boca, Nevada Co., 5500 ft., on April 10 (HLC), an 
area covered by snow later in the spring. Three Clif 
Swallows flew northward 114 miles offshore over 
Monterey Bay on April 23 and a Barn Swallow simj. 
larly 8 miles off San Francisco on April 30, both in. 
dicating some migratory movement still in progress 
for these species (HLC). 

Chickadees through Mockingbird.—At Mills Col. 
lege, Oakland, 2 pairs of Chestnut-backed Chickadees 
were engaged in persistent chases, apparently over 
territory, on Feb. 8 and in the same immediate area 
on March 22 and 25. On April 11 and 12 one pair 
carried food to young in a nest about 70 ft. from 
this zone of combat. An adult in another area gath. 
ered rope fibers repeatedly on May 6 and 9, whereas 
fledglings were numerous on the campus from May 
4 to 20. At Natural Bridges Beach State Park, near 
Santa Cruz, hatching occurred in one nest of this 
species between April 13 and 18 (KL). These records 
indicate an extended breeding period for this species 
that is rapidly expanding its range in our Region. 
About 15 were again seen, on May 17, at Whitehall, 
Eldorado Co., on the west slope of the Sierra Nevada 
which they first reached a few years ago (ERP). 


‘Near Mills College, Mrs. G. E. Hoover watched a 


Plain Titmouse share with the proper parents the 
task of feeding a brood of young Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees, both before and after they left a nest 
box in late May. The chickadees showed no obvious 
hostility to it, although they were often close by at 
the time, and once even in the nest box with the 
titmouse. White-breasted Nuthatches were feeding 
young in Arroyo Mocho, near Livermore, on May 17 
(JWK). Wren-tits were nest-building at Santa Cruz 
on May 14 and fledgling Bewick’s Wrens were near 
there the same date (KL). An early House Wren was 
present on Feb. 20 near Red Bluff (BN) but singing 
males arrived at the Pinnacles on March 25 (BJ) and 
the species was first seen at Guerneville on April 15 
(JK). A Mockingbird was still present in the Santa 
Cruz arez on April 1 (WBM) and several were te- 
ported through the spring from Oakland to Richmond 
(Donald Brock, John Willis), some exhibiting be- 
havior typical of the breeding season (DB) although 
actual nests have not been found. 
Thrushes.—Robins were last seen at the Pinnacles 
on May 2 (BJ), rather late for a non-nesting area. 
In Sacramento a tremendous increase in status of the 
robin as a breeder was evident generally, and several 
observers estimated over 200 pairs to be nesting in 
Land Park (ERP). After a winter of high numbers, 
Varied Thrushes were last seen in the Sacramento 
area at Loomis on April 8 (MK); at the Pinnacles 
on April 17 (Myra Browne, Margaret Milwain), 
and an especially late one at El Portal on April 30 
(WJF). Near Westport, closer to their breeding 
range, one was still present on May 1 (RC). Late 
Hermit Thrushes were seen in wintering areas on 
May 1 to 8, at Alameda (JWK), Sunol (in song, 
MS), Courtland (BO), and Carmichael (Vic Hert- 
mann). Olive-backed Thrushes arrived at several 
localities about a week early: 2 at Sargent on April 
23 (HLC) and on April 24 at Berkeley (Leona 
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Young) and Alameda (JWK). They are not often 
seen in the Yosemite area below Yosemite Valley, but 
one was at El Portal on May 14 (WJF). Mountain 
Bluebirds also were delayed in up-mountain move- 
ment at Yosemite, not becoming common in Yosemite 
Valley until April 4, about 2 weeks late (WJF); a 
male was seen at 1700 ft. altitude west of Mt. Bul- 
lion, Mariposa Co., on May 14 (HLC). Similarly, 
Townsend's Solitaire at El Portal, 2000 ft., on May 
g is late for so low an altitude (WJF). 

Waxwings through Vireos—At least 8 Phainope- 
plas were in the lower Arroyo Mocho on May 14, one 
on a nest (JWK). A Loggerhead Shrike, a rare 
straggler in the Yosemite area, appeared on May 8 at 
El Portal, 2000 ft. and deep within a canyon with no 
typical habitat (WJF). Hundreds of Common Star- 
lings were in a plowed field near Merced on March 
26 (WJF), the latest spring date yet recorded in this 
Region. All observers, particularly those in the Cen- 
tral Valley, should watch for first nestings of this 
species, which can be expected within a few years. 
A Hutton’s Vireo nest near Sunol was completed on 
April 6 (Milton Seibert). A Bell's Vireo, quite local 
and uncommon in our Region, was found at Lanes 
Bridge, north of Fresno, on May 3 (WBM). Solitary 
Vireos were first noted near Sunol (MS) and at 
Guerneville (JK) on April 15, the day following a 
south wind, and by April 22 at Santa Cruz (WBM). 
At the Pinnacles one carried nest material on April 
23 and another pair was building on May 15 (BJ, 
DBJ). At Mills College, Oakland, singing male 
Warbling Vireos were continuously in evidence from 
March 24 on, but first dates elsewhere were: March 
30 at Ross (RHP); April 1 at Santa Cruz (WBM); 
April 8 at Guerneville (JK). 

Warblers —Despite arrival of local territorial male 
Orange-crowned Warblers in February and March, 
migrants were detected near Fresno and at Oakland 
as late as May 6 and May 9, respectively. A nest of 
this species near Sunol contained 4 eggs on May 14 
(MS). Only single migrant Nashville Warblers were 
reported: near Fresno and at Santa Cruz on May 6 
(WBM), and west of Mount Bullion, Mariposa Co., 
on May 14 (HLC). Arrival of Yellow Warblers was 
normal to early at some localities, as by April 12 at 
St. Mary’s College, Moraga (HLC); but they were 
first noted at Guerneville on April 22 (JK) and were 
abundant at Felton on April 24 (KL) after favorable 
nights for migration. The last Myrtle Warblers (3) 
were seen on May 6 at Lanes Bridge, north of Fresno 
(WBM), a locality at which the species was not 
found earlier this year. Singing Black-throated Gray 
Warblers were first detected on April 16 at Big Sur, 
Monterey Co. (KL) and had arrived by April 20 
to 25 in or near other Coast Range breeding areas. 
They were found as migrants in the Central Valley 
near Fresno, April 29 to May 6 (WBM). Townsend's 
Warbler, which occurs in some areas throughout the 
winter and also as a widespread late spring migrant, 
was reported in the latter status from April 23 to 
May 15 at the Pinnacles (DBJ, BJ) and on interven- 
ing dates as far east as Lanes Bridge (WBM) and 
El Portal (WJF). Migrating Hermit Warblers were 
seen on April 23 at the Pinnacles (BJ, DBJ); on 


May 4 and 6 (4 birds) near Fresno (WBM); one 
in song on May 8 at El Portal (WJF); and from 
May 6 to 9 in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco 
(Marion Johnson, Roberta Long). A male Macgil- 
livray’s Warbler at Redwood Regional Park, near 
Oakland, on April 11 (JWK) was early, general 
arrival being noted on days following favorable flight 
nights: April 22 at Guerneville (JK); April 28 at 
Mills College (HLC) and April 29 at Lanes Bridge 
(WBM); migrants were still present at the Pinnacles 
on May 13 (BJ). Yellow-breasted Chats appeared at 
Mills College on April 29 (HLC) and at Forestville 
on April 30 (JK). In or near some coastal breeding 
areas, Black-capped Warblers arrived early—March 
30 at Forestville (JK) and April 1 at Santa Cruz 
(WBM); whereas singing males did not appear until 
normal mid-April dates farther inland (Pinnacles, 
Oakland) and north (April 16 at Westport). They 
were present as migrants at Mills College from April 
20 to May 8 (HLC) and at Lanes Bridge from at 
least April 29 to May 6 (WBM). 

Icterids, Tanagers.—Yellow-headed Blackbirds were 
noted in two areas where they are very rare even as 
migrants—6 on April 22 near Santa Cruz (WBM) 
and 2 on May 19 in Yosemite Valley (WJF). Red- 
winged Blackbirds at Natural Bridges Beach State 
Park hatched their first young on April 26, and 
young left some nests there on May 9 (KL). A male 
Hooded Oriole was in Washington Park, Alameda, on 
April 16 (AC); two in the Santa Cruz area, April 22 
(WBM) and one at Berkeley on May 19 (D. 
Bowers). The first Bullock’s Oriole of the season was 
found at Sunol, April 7 (MS) and arrival within the 
next week was noted at many places. This species was 
apparently earlier toward the coast than in the Central 
Valley and Sierra foothills, where the first were on 
April 13 near Fresno (WBM) and near Folsom Dam 
(Georgia Borchert). Western Tanagers first appeared 
on April 22 at Guerneville (JK) and became wide- 
spread in the San Francisco Bay area during all of 
May, many observers commenting on their unusual 
numbers or locations. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
arrived at the Pinnacles on April 7 (DBJ), despite con- 
tary winds. They were first noted at Soquel (RJR) and 
Forestville (JK) on April 9. They were reported 
from many coast range localities by April 15. Both 
sexes were present in numbers, the males singing, in 
Yosemite Valley on May 14-15 (HLC). Blue Gros- 
beaks (3 males, 2 females) were first seen at Lanes 
Bridge, north of Fresno, on May 6 (WBM). An 
early Lazuli Bunting was at Berkeley on April 20 
(Lynn Foree). They were then reported widely, April 
30 to May 9, from San Benito to Sonoma Counties, 
and Mrs. Coy first saw them at Westport on May 16. 
Two males were in Golden Gate Park on May 9 
(RL). Spring movement of Evening Grosbeaks (or 
wandering froxi severe weather in high mountains ?) 
brought 10 to Carmichael, April 8 to 18 (Effie Yeaw) 
and 3 to Forestville, May 14 (JK). Toward the end 
of the severe spring weather in Yosemite, May 17 to 
26, many hundreds of Pine Grosbeaks appeared in 
Yosemite Valley, an occurrence without precedent at 
this altitude of 4000 ft. (WJF). All prior records of 
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the California race of this species have been at 6000 
ft. or above, even in severe winters. Green-tailed 
Towhees seldom appear west of the breeding range, 
but on May 7, with wind from the south, 3 were at 
Whitehall, Eldorado Co. (ERP), and one at Glenn, 
in the Sacramento Valley (JEB). On the same day at 
the latter place a Black-chinned Sparrow (‘positively 
identified”) appeared (JEB), 125 miles north of its 
known breeding range. A Rufous-crowned Sparrow 
nest near the Pinnacles held 4 eggs (and a rough 
pebble) on April 22 (BJ). A Slate-colored Junco was 
in Yosemite Valley on April 3, a late date (WJF). 
The first fledgling Oregon Juncos at Mills College 
were seen on April 14, but most broods were brought 
off in mid-May (HLC); and at the Pinnacles a nest 
of this species held 4 eggs on May 7 (Martin Jackson, 
BJ, DBJ). The common migrant races (gambeli 
and/or pugetensis) of the White-crowned Sparrow 
were seen in large numbers on April 13 .near Fresno 
(WBM) and on April 22 at Berkeley, their last 
occurrence in a particular part of the latter city 
(RHP). Later stragglers were noted to May 4 near 
Fresno (WBM) and Hollister (BJ). Two White- 
crowns of the Mountain race (oriantha) were present 
May 13 to 18 at the unusually low altitude of 2000 
ft. at El Portal and were identified both by song and 
sight (WJF). One of several White-crowned Spar- 
rows in Yosemite Valley on May 15 gave a song 
similar to that of this race (HLC). The last White- 
crowned, Golden-crowned, and Fox Sparrows all left 
the Pinnacles on the same date, May 4 (BJ), and 
the last 5 Golden-crowns were seen near Fresno that 
day also (WBM)—Howarp L. CocGsweELtL, Dept. 
of Biological Sciences, Mills College, Oakland 13, 
Calif.; and RussELL H. Pray, 662 Santa Rosa Ave., 
Berkeley a Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
spring season in southern California was marked by 
unseasonably late rains and slightly below normal 
temperatures. 
Most of the 
precipitation 
fell during a 
severe storm on 
April 30. Pre- 
cipitation fig- 
ures for the 
climatological 
subdivisions of 
this Region are 
as follows: 
Santa Maria— 
April, total 
2.25 in. (nor- 
mal 1.20 in.), 
May, 0.41 in. (normal 0.33 in.); Los Angeles— 
April, 2.20 in. (normal 0.96 in.), May, 0.42 in. 
(normal 0.30 in.) ; San Diego—April, 0.90 in. (nor- 
mal 0.83 in.), May, 0.49 in. (normal 0.26 in.); Big 
Bear—April, 1.47 in. (normal 2.50 in.), May, totals 
slightly below normal; Bishop—April, 0.41 in. (nor- 
mal 0.25 in.), May, 0.88 in. (normal 0.22 in.); 


358 


























Thermal—April, 0.00 in. (normal 0.44 in.), May 
0.00 in. (normal 0.03 in.). The total precipitation es 
the Region was slightly above normal; however, the 
storms of late April arrived at the height of the spring 
migration. Since the desert areas (Thermal and 
Bishop) were relatively free from rain during the 
period there was little effect upon the migrants. These 
entered during March and April and moved slowly 
north and west across the deserts, then just coming 
into bloom and abounding with insect life. The rea] 
effects were felt in the coastal, foothill, lowland, and 
particularly, the mountain areas. Those migrants 
which reached the mountain areas were dammed up 
by the severe storms of late April and congregated 
in depressions or hollows where they escaped the 
fury of the storms. The author and three others 
attempted a Big List on the week end of April 39 
and expected to be thwarted by the rain and high 
winds. Despite the weather (or because of it) a total 
of 184 birds was reached and all the expected mj- 
grants were recorded in great concentrations. It was 
unexpected to find literally flocks of hundreds of mi- 
grating warblers, grosbeaks, swallows, and other 
small land birds. Many large flocks of migrating 
warblers were found in the Big Bear basin, a great 


‘many in full song despite the snow and sleet. This 


was totally unlike the expected spring migration in 
California and in many ways it resembled an eastern 
“wave.” One can only speculate as to the fate of 
the swarms of small insectivorous birds which were 
trapped in the mountains by a 3-in. snowfall on the 
night of April 30. An attempt was made to return 
the following day but the roads were blocked by 
snow. At Big Bear the temperature fell to as low as 
9° F. on three successive nights—April 30, May 1, 
and May 2—and remained below freezing on several 
later nights. The week of April 30 to May 7 remained 
heavily overcast particularly near the coast and in 
lowland areas. During this time there was a large and 
prolonged migration of Vaux’s Swifts through the 
interior valleys. There were literally tens of thousands 
of the birds moving in a solid stream between the 
San Gabriel Mountains and San Bernardino Moun- 
tains and the Santa Ana Mountains to the southwest. 
This week was also marked by a heavy swallow mi- 
gration through this same region. In general, most of 
the migrants passed through on time with Western 
Tanagers about a week late in reaching the mountain 
areas. Cloudy and cool weather prevailed on the coast 
well into June. The San Diego Audubon Society is 
to be congratulated for conducting an extremely suc- 
cessful Spring Bird Count in San Diego and Imperial 
Counties under the leadership of Burt L. Munroe. A 
count was taken on April 30 which totaled 228 full 
species; this was followed by a count on May 1 which 
recorded 219 species, giving a grand total of 34,418 
individuals of 249 species in the two-day census. The 
high degree of success achieved by this group can 
best be ascribed to the excellent planning, organiza- 
tion, and leadership of Mr. Munroe and the enthu- 
siasm of the participants. Fifty observers participated 
in the count which included the following areas: 1) 
coastal areas inland as far as the 2000-foot level; 2) 
Palomar, Laguna, and Cuyamaca mountains above 
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2000 feet; 3) Borrego and Anza Desert State Parks; 
4) Imperial Valley from the Salton Sea National 
Wildlife Refuge to El Centro; and 5) Colorado River 
Valley from Imperial National Wildlife Refuge to 
Winterhaven. Limitations of space prevent more than 
a cursory summary of the highlights of the count. 
Some of the outstanding birds are as follows: Horned 
Grebe, Least Bittern, Blue-winged Teal, Am. Golden- 
eve, Hooded Merganser, Ferruginous Hawk, Harris’s 
Hawk, Surf-bird, Solitary Sandpiper, Baird’s Sand- 
piper, 3 species of phalarope, Short-billed Gull, 
Gilded Flicker, Gray Flycatcher, Vermilion Flycatcher, 
Gray Vireo, and a Tennessee Warbler (C. H. Chan- 
ning, May 1 and 4 near Santee). Other areas of south- 
ern California ought to be investigated by local bird 
clubs as possible census areas to spread the fine work 
started by the San Diego Audubon Society in this 
feld. A disastrous fire in the woodland of the Audu- 
bon Center of Southern California (San Gabriel 
River Wildlife Sanctuary) resulted in heavy damage 
to the ground cover and standing trees. The fire 
occurred just at the time when many of the birds 
were commencing to construct their nests. It was re- 
ported by Alma Stultz, Director, that very shortly 
after the fire the birds resumed their nest construction 
in areas not touched by the fire. Time will tell how 
well the virgin riparian growth of the Sanctuary will 
be able to spring back to leafage. 

Loons, Grebes, Pelagic Birds—Many Western 
Grebes remained in southland waters well into May. 
More than 950 were seen in the waters between 
Carpinteria and Santa Barbara, May 28 (Burt L. 
Munroe, Maureen Heraty). Two Eared Grebes re- 
mained on San Diego Bay until May 26 (BLM) and 
an Arctic Loon was present there until May 21 
(BLM). A single Black-footed Albatross was seen 
about 5 miles south of Point Loma, May 21 (BLM, 
Robert Smart). On May 22 a boat trip to the Anacapa 
Islands encountered a vast flock of migrating shear- 
waters (mostly Sooty) which numbered about 10,000 
birds. Among these were some 25 Pink-footed Shear- 
waters and a few Slender-billed Shearwaters. More 
than 80 Xantus Murrelets were observed in the waters 
off Anacapa Island together with 12 Pigeon Guille- 
mots. Another flock of more than 11,000 Sooty Shear- 
waters was seen in the waters a hundred yards from 
the beach at Point Mugu, May 22, moving in a great 
swirling stream (Ed., Mimi Small, Dudley Ross, 
Vivian Ross, RS). A single Black Petrel was also 
seen near Anacapa Island on this trip. 

Geese, Ducks and Coots—A flock of 14 Snow 
Geese flew over Santa Barbara, April 11 (Waldo G. 
Abbott). A single male Blue-winged Teal was at 
Upper Newport Bay, April 30 (Ed., RS, Pat Gould, 
John Tramontano). Two female Hooded Mergansers 
were at Mission Bay, San Diego Co., May 4 (CHC). 
The spring migration of waterfowl from the Imperial 
Valley occurred as follows: the estimated population 
of waterfowl on the Salton Sea National Wildlife 
Refuge on Feb. 4 was 39,000 birds (23,000 ducks, 
11,000 geese, and 5000 coots); on Feb. 11 there 
were 33,000 birds (20,000 ducks, 8800 geese, and 
4500 coots); on Feb. 27 there were 30,000 birds 
(20,000 ducks, 4100 geese, and 6000 coots); on 


March 15, 26,000 (20,000 ducks, 1200 geese, and 
5000 coots); on April 1, 11,000 (10,000 ducks, 70 
geese, and 1500 coots); and on April 28, 1100 (800 
ducks, 5 geese and 300 coots). Canada and White- 
fronted Geese started to leave the Imperial Valley dur- 
ing the first half of February. The latest note of 
White-fronts was Feb. 26 when 10 were still present; 
the latest note of Canada Geese (large race) was 
March 5 and 6 when 60 were still present. After Feb. 
15 Snow Geese started to decrease in numbers and 
the decline was steady until the last few days of 
March when the remaining Snow Geese departed. 
There was a sudden influx of about 5000 Pintail 
into the Imperial Valley during the first week of 
February. These were no doubt birds up from 
Mexico. Two Blue-winged Teal were banded late in 
February on the Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge 
(Ed. J. O'Neill). ‘ 
Birds of Prey.—An Osprey was at San Fernando 
Reservoir, May 2 (Bess M. Hoffman) and another 
was at the south end of the Salton Sea, May 15 (Ed., 
MS, RS). A pair of Bald Eagles was seen near Idyll- 
wild, March 20 and April 4 (Norman H. Mellor) 
and a single Bald Eagle flew over Ramona, March 20 
(Eleanor A. Pugh). A single Ferruginous Hawk was 
in the Mount Laguna area, May 1 (BLM, E. C. Trow- 
bridge). At least one Peregrine Falcon was noted in 
downtown San Diego all spring and was last noted, 
June 5 (BLM). Two Saw-whet Owls were heard on 
Palomar Mountain, May 29 (James F. Clements). 
Cranes, Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns —Two Sand- 
hill Cranes were on the Salton Sea National Wild- 
life Refuge, Feb. 18, and 5 were there on March 
19. Four Sandhill Cranes flew over Santa Barbara, 
March 29 (Mary Erickson, fide WGA). A pair of 
Black Oyster-catchers was seen on the Coronados 
Islands, May 21, and since the species is not listed 
by Blake in his “Birds of Mexico” this constitutes a 
sight record of the species for the first time recorded 
in Mexico (BLM). Wandering Tattlers moved 
through our coastal areas in small numbers from early 
March until late May with as many as 5 as late as 
May 18 on the Sunset Cliffs, Point Loma (Mrs. T. H. 
Brown, fide BLM). Other shorebirds migrated 
through in about normal numbers with phalaropes 
fairly numerous and early in many areas. Forty Wil- 
son’s and 4 Northern Phalaropes were at the south 
end of the Salton Sea, May 15 (Ed., RS, MS). From 
the San Diego area, we had the following reports of 
phalaropes: Red—one female at south end of San 
Diego Bay, May 1 (Mrs. THB, fide BLM) ; Northern 
—over 250 birds near Santee, May 1 (BLM, MH) 
and nearly 150 birds on Sutherland Reservoir near 
Ramona, May 1 (EAP); Wilson’s—from 1 to 6 
birds on a pond at the Naval Training Center, San 
Diego, from May 9 until May 18 (BLM). Four Red 
Knots, a single Ruddy Turnstone and 2 Stilt Sand- 
pipers were near the south end of the Salton Sea, 
May 15 (Ed., RS, MS). A Solitary Sandpiper was 
near Corona, June 5, and constituted the only record 
of this species this spring NHM). More than 100 
Surf-birds were on the rocks near Laguna Beach, 
March 29, with 69 on March 30 and 95 on March 31 
(Francis Raymond). A single Sabine’s Gull was seen 


359 





6 miles south of Point Loma offshore, May 21 
(BLM, RS) and 14 were seen the next day mi- 
grating north near Anacapa Island (Ep.). Gull-billed 
Terns started to arrive at the Salton Sea, March 29, 
when 2 were seen. On March 30 they began ar- 
riving in numbers (EJO’N) and on May 15 
more than 200 were present in the valley. Two 
adult Gull-billed Terns were present on the south 
end of San Diego Bay, June 5 (BLM). These birds 
are extremely uncommon near the ocean at any time 
of the year on the Pacific Coast. Black Terns moved 
through the Imperial Valley in large numbers early 
in May and more than 400 were present at the State 
Refuge on May 15 (Ed., RS, MS). More than a dozen 
Common Terns were at Playa del Rey, June 5 (Ed., 
James Huffman). 

Partridges, Swifts, Hummingbirds—A covey of 
Rock Partridges was established in Temescal Canyon 
near Corona (NHM). There were a number of re- 
ports of some of the consequences of the very heavy 
Vaux's Swift migration. Many large flocks were seen 
to roost in chimneys throughout the lowlands, par- 
ticularly near the coast. Many home owners lighted 
fires in their chimney places in an attempt to drive 
them out. Four hundred and sixty-nine Vaux’s Swifts 
were drowned in a 12-foot irrigation standpipe on 
the University of California Citrus Experiment Station 
grounds when they mistook it for a chimney. More 
than 500 White-throated Swifts passed over Corona, 
April 21 (NHM). Twelve Black Swifts passed north 
over Corona, April 21 (NHM). The hummingbird 
migration was normal with most of the birds passing 
through during late March, April, and early May. 
Calliopes were about 5 days late in arriving in num- 
bers by the second week in May. 

Perching Birds —The migration of most of our 
passerine birds may be compared this year to an 


early May had a damming effect on the migrants, and 
observers from all parts of the Region reported simi. 
lar weather conditions and great numbers of migrants 
present in their areas. A few species such as the 
Western Tanager were about 10 days late in arriving 
in the foothill areas but were reported from desert 
areas as occurring in large flocks which lingered 
through the stormy weather. Many observers reported 
flocks of “hundreds” of Black-capped and Audubon’; 
Warblers while birds such as Hermit Warblers, 
Townsend's Warblers, Macgillivray’s Warblers, Nash. 
ville Warblers, Yellow-breasted Chats, Lazuli Bunt. 
ings, and swallows of various species were reported 
in unusually large flocks. Hermit Warblers, Town. 
send’s Warblers, and Macgillivray’s Warblers to. 
gether with the Lazuli Buntings constituted the most 
conspicuous migrants in many areas where normally 
they slip quietly and inconspicuously through the 
Region. The Bullock's, Scott's, and Hooded Orioles 
all had arrived on their nesting grounds during April 
and consequently were not noticeably affected. Ob. 
servers in the field on the weekend of April 30-May 
1 were treated to some bad weather but some very 
unusual California ornithology. Gray Flycatchers were 
reported as follows: April 30 (2), Box Springs (Ed,, 
RS, JT, PG); May 2, near Mint Canyon (Blum’s 
Ranch) (1) (BMH). Cassin’s Kingbirds were widely 
reported with as many as 7 near Laguna, April 2 
(FR). Western Kingbirds arrived in normal num. 
bers. Many of the Empidonax (sp.) flycatchers were 
seen to be moving along the northern (desert) side of 
the San Gabriel Mountains on April 30 for the fourth 
year of observation. Most of the White-crowned and 
Golden-crowned Sparrows had departed by the end 
of April, although a few lingered shortly into May.— 
ARNOLD SMALL, Audubon Camp of California, Nor- 
den, Calif. 





eastern “wave.” The late storms of late April and 





Target Dates for Hawk Flights 
September 17-18 


plus September 10-11 in the North 
and September 24-25 in the South 





